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the regular terms of the United States district 
-ourt for the northern district of Florida, shall 
hereafter be held at Appalachicola on the first Mon- 
day in March; at Tallahassee on the first Mon- 
day, and at St. Augustine, in 7 of each year; 
but that nothing in this act shall be 
as to prevent the judge of the said court from 
holding additional terms at any of the places 
aforesaid, whenever, 1n his opinion, the public in- 
terest may so require. i P 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
nassed. 
“Mr. DAVIDSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

DAVID WALDO. 


An act (S. No. 495) for the relief of David 
Waldo. 

The bill directs the Secretary of War to pay to 
David Waldo, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $99 36, 
eine the amount of damages awarded by the 


Quartermaster General of the United States Army, | 
for the non-fulfillment on the part of the Govern- | 


nent of a contract made with him in May, 1850, 
for delivering corn at Fort Laramie, the payment 


of which is recommended by the Secretary of | 


War. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
nassed. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved | 


tat the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

SYLVESTER GRAY. 

An act (S. No. 452) for the relief of Sylvester 
Gray. 

The bill was read in extenso. It provides that 
the claim of Sylvester Gray, a freeman of color, 
made under the preémption act of September 4, 
Is41, to the northwest quarter of section four- 
teen, in towyship forty-eight, of range thirteen, 
of the lands of the United States subject to sale 
at the land office at Superior, Wisconsin, shall be 
confirmed; and that upon completion of such 
clam, by payment of the wecbahs money, or 
the location of a bounty land warrant, the Secre- 
tary of the Interior shall cause to be issued to 
Sylvester Gray a patent for the land, as in other 
cases. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. CARTER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LIEUTENANT WILLIAM A. WINDER. 


An act (S. No. 500) for the relief of Lieutenant 
William A. Winder, of the United States Army. 

The bill was read in extenso. It directs the 
proper accounting officers of the ‘Treasury to 
credit the account of Lieutenant William A. Win- 
der, of the United States Army, with the sum of 
$100, it being the amount he had in his possession 
on board the steamer San Francisco, in the month 
of December, 1853, when said steamer was lost, 
together with that amount of money, which now 
stands charged against him on the books of the 

reasury, it having belonged to the recruiting 
fund of the United States Army. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was aecordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
® motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Are no+ these Sen- 
ate bills original bills, which have never had a 
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so construed | 




















| not be agreed to. 


| Speaker’s table, as I understand, to dispose of the || 


list, from the leave of absence list of the Navy. 
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reference to, or an examination by, any commit- 
tee of this House? 
The SPEAKER. That is so, so far as these 
particular bills are concerned. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Then the proper | 
course is to refer them to the appropriate stand- 
ing committees. 
Mr. COLFAX. Many of these cases have 
been considered by the committees of this House. 
Mr. SINGLETON. I object to any more of 
these bills being passed in this way. 
The SPEAKER. The order has been made 
by the House by unanimous consent. 


| 
| 
CALIFORNIA STAGE COMPANY. | 


An act (S. No. 507) for the relicf of the Cali- 
fornia Stage Company. 

The bill was read in extenso. It directs the | 
Postmaster General to examine and adjust the | 
claim of the California Stage Company for extra 
services performed on routes 12550 and 12535, | 
in California, for four years, ending June 30, 
1858, and that the amount found due shall be 
paid. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. How much does the bill 
appropriate for this extra compensation? 

Mr. BURCH. That question cannot be an- 
swered until the account of the company shall be 
adjusted on terms of equity and justice, at the 
Post Office Department. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 


I trust that the bill will 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


I do not desire to 


| interpose any unreasonable objection to the action | 


of the House on these bills. My understanding 
was, that only the amendments of the Senate to 
House bills should be taken up and passed upon. 

The SPEAKER. That has been done some |} 
time ago, and the House has gone to other busi- | 
ness. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


We went to the | 


business there in proper and regular form, and 
not that these bills should be put on their pas- 
sage without reference. 

The SPEAKER. The House is now acting 
under the order of the House by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. TAPPAN. Mostof these cases have been 
looked into by committees of this House. 

Mr. COLFAX. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads to rec- 
ommend that this bill be passed. I will state 
the facts. Horseback service was contracted for 
originally upon these routes. California is and 
has been a rapidly growing State. Mails have 
accumulated, and these contraetors were compelled 
to carry them in coaches and wagons. The De- 
partment cannot pay them for the extra service, 
over and above the horseback service, without 
authority of Congress. This bill does not com- || 
pel the Department to doanything; butit merely || 
authorizes it to examine the accounts of this com- | 
pany, and ascertain whether this extra service || 
was performed; and if so, that the proper com-4) 
pensation shall be allowed for that extra service. || 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; | 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and | 
passed. 

Mr. BUFFINTON moved to reconsider the || 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also moved || 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the |} 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


AUGUSTUS 8. BALDWIN, | 
Joint resolution (S. No. 36) for the restoration | 
of Lieutenant Augustus S. Baldwin to the active | 





sensei ae 


The resolution was read inextenso. It author- | 
izes the President of the United States to nomin- | 
ate, and, by and with the advice and consent of | 
the Senate, to appoint Lieutenant Augustus 5B. | 
Baldwin, first lieutenant and executive officer of | 
the flag-ship Lancaster, to the active list of the | 
Navy. | 


Mr. NIXON. This joint resolution simply || 
authorizes the President of the United States, in | 


manner required b 
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his discretign, to restore a most meritorious officer 
to the active list of the Navy. He was set aside 
in 1855, by the naval board, simply upon the 
ground of physical inability. We have the cer- 
tificate of the Secretary of the Navy that the dis- 
ability has been removed. The President of the 
United States and the Secretary of the Navy, and 


all the surgeons of the Navy, ask that Congress 


shall pass a joint resolution to restore Baldwin to 
the active list of the Navy. The Senate unani- 
mously passed the resolution. 

The resolution was ordered to a third reading; 


| and it was accordingly réad the third time, and 


passed. 
OREGON, 


The next bill taken from the as table 
was a bill (S. No. 9) to amend “An act for ex- 
tending the laws and judicial system of the United 


|| States to the State of Oregon, and for other pur- 


yoses.”’ 

The bill, which was read, provides that the two 
recular terms of the district court of the United 
States for the district of Oregon shall hereafter be 
heldat Portland, commencing on the second Mon- 
day in May and September in each year; that no 
process issued, or proceeding pending in court, 
shall be avoided or impaired by this change of the 


| time and place of holding the same; and that all 


process, bail bonds, or recognizances, returnable 
to the next term of court, shall be returnable and 
returned to the term of court next held hecording 
to this act, in the same manner as if so made re- 
turnable on the face thereof, and shall have full 
effect accordingly. It further provides that the 
salary of the district judge of the United States 


| for that district shall be $3,000. 


The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 


| and it was accordingly read the third time, and 


assed. 
Mr. STOUT moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 


| the motion to reconsider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
DELIVERY UP OF CERTAIN OFFENDERS. 
The next bill taken from the Speaker’s table 


| was an act (S. No. 497) to amend an act entitled 
| **An act for giving effect to certain treaty stipula- 
| tions between this and foreign Governments for 
| the apprehension and delivery up of certain of- 


fenders.”’ 

The bill, which was read, provides that in all 
cases where any depositions, warrants, or other 
papers, or copies thereof, shall be offered in evi- 
dence upon the hearing of an extradition case 
under the second section of the act.entitled ‘*An 
act for giving effect to certain treaty stipulations 
between this and foreign Governments for the 
apprehension and delivery up of certain offend- 
ers,’’ approved August 12, 1848, such depositions, 


| warrants, and other papers, or copies thereof, 


shall be admitted and received for the purposes 
mentioned in the second section, if they shall be 
properly and legally authenticated so as to entitle 
them to be received for similay purposes by the 


| tribunals of the foreign country from which the 
| accused party shall have escaped; and that the 


certificate of the principal diplomatic or consular 
officer of the United States, resident in such for- 
eign country, shall be proof that any paper or 
other document so offered is authenticated in the 
this act. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I demand the previous 


| question upon the third reading of that bill. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I move to commit that bill 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. That bill 
is general legislation, and it ought not to be con- 
sidered by this House until it has received the 
consideration and approval of one of its commit- 


| tees. 


The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order 
after the demand for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put; and, under 
the operation thereof, the bill was ordered to a 
third reading. Lat ne 

The bill was secordingly read the third time. 


¥. 
¢ 








3218 


Mr. MAYNARD. [am told by the chairman 
of the Committee on Forcign Affairs that he has 
given this bill a personal examination; and he 
assures me that itis right, and ought to pass. 
therefore withdraw my opposition to it, and hope | 
it will pass. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 


ARTHUR EDWARDS. 
The next bill taken from the SpeaRtr’s table 


— 


Arthur Edwards and his associates. 


The resolution, which was read, authorizes the |) taken up. 


Postmaster General to examine and adjust the 
claim of Arthur Edwards and his associates, for 
carrying the through mails on their boats between 
Cleveland and Detroit, Sandusky and Detroit, and 
Toledo and Detroit, during the years 1849 and 
1853, and the intervening years, and to pay to 
Arthur Edwards and his associates such sum of 
money as shall be found to be justly and equitably 
due to them for carrying the mails; and that the 
sum thus found due shall be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated. 

Mr. TAPPAN. This resolution has been 
drafted with a view to obviate the objection made 
to the original House bill which was vetoed by 
the President. It meets with the approbation of 
the Postmaster General, and it passed the Senate 


unanimously. IL understand that it is just and 
right, and it ought to pass. I call the previous | 
question. 


The prévious question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was ordered to be read 
a third time, 


The bill was accordingly read the third time, 


and passed. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TREATIES WITH CHINA, JAPAN, ETC. 


The next bill taken from the Speaker’s table 
was a bill (S. No. 448) to carry into effect pro- | 


visions of the treaties between the United States, 
China, Japan, Siam, Persia, and other countries, 
giving certain judicial powers to ministers and 
consuls, or other functionaries of the United States 


in those countries, and for other purposes. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. 


in its present shape without opposition. It was 


referred in the House to the Committee on For- | 
eign Affairs, considered by them, and ordered by | 
them to be reported to the House with a recom- | 
The jurisdiction of | 


mendation that it do pass, 
the United States does not extend to foreign coun- 
tries; and it is absolutely necessary to provide 
some means by which citizens can be tried in those 
countries. We must either surrender them to the 
jurisdiction of those countries, or provide some 


means by which they can be tried according to || 


our laws. I call the previous question. 
Mr. BURNETT. I desire to know whether 
that bill makes anappropriation ? 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. BURNETT. 
any bill that is clearly right. But this bill has not 
been examined by any committee of this House, 


It does not. 


and we know nothing about it; and therefore I | 


move that it be referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 
The SPEAKER. That motion is notin order | 
after the demand for the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to,be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the bill was ordered to be read 


a third time. ¥ 
Mr. BARKSDALE. This bill has been ex- 


amined by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
it ought to pass. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. | 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was passed; | 


and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider || 


on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


. ’ r - is a | 
was a joint resolution (S. No. 4]) for the relief of | 
i 


I desire to | 
say to the House that that bill passed the Senate || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


MESSAGE FROM TUE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by || 
Mr. Parton, one of their clerks, notifying the |) 


House that the Senate have agreed to the report 


of the committee of conference on the disagreeing | 
| votes of the two Houses, on the bill of the House 


(No. 500) making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year ending June 30, 1861. 

Also, that the Senate have passed without 
amendment a bill of the House (No. 267) for the 
relief of Mrs. A. W. Angus, widow of the late 
Captain Samuel Angus, United States Navy. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Recolleet, Mr. 


Speaker, that this agreement is confined to the |) 


business on the Speaker’s table at the me. 


The SPEAKER. 


EDWARD ELY. 


An act (S. No. 411) to authorize the settlement | 


of the accounts of Edward Ely, deceased, late 
consul of the United States at Bombay, on prin- 
ciples of justice and equity. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I should like to have an ex- || 
If not explained, I shall move | ) 
/and on the same terms as claims of individuals 


planation of that. 
to refer it to a Committee of the Whole House, 
as it makes an appropriation. . 

Mr. BURNETT. I move that it be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. RIGGS. [hope that motion will not pre- 
vail. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
LoneneckeRr,] who had this bill in charge, is not 


in the Hall now; but I know that this 1s a very | 


meritorious case. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Permsylvania. [understand 
that there was no objection to it in the Senate. 
Mr. BURNETT. 
Mr. RIGGS. I understand from the gentle- 
; man from Pennsylvania that this is a very mer- 
itorious case. Thisconsul diedat Bombay. The 
vice consul forwarded his papers to the State 
Department, but they were lostatsea. His exec- 


Mr. BURNETT. 
mittee. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


MALICIOUS INJURIES. 


An act (S. No. 488) in relation to malicious 
injuries to, and trespasses upon, publicand private 
property within the District of Columbia. 

| The bill was read. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Lask the chairman of the 
District Committee whether he has given this bill 
any examination? 

Mr. CARTER. 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
| the bill was read the third time, and passed. 
| Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill Was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

"he latter motion was agreed to. 


GRAND CHENIERE ISLAND. 

| Anact (S. No. 419) recognizing the survey of 
| the Grand Cheniere Island, State of Louisiana, as 
| approved by the surveyor general, and for other 


The bill must go to a com- 


Yes, sir. I move the pre- 


PP Mir. cc 


Mr. COBB. The House passed a similar bill, 





| 
I have no desire to oppose | 
; 
i 





| and it went to the Senate, and became a law. 1 


move that this bill be laid on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
VIRGINIA LAND WARRANTS. 
An act (S. No. 347) to declare the. meaning of 
the act entitled **An act making further provisions 


for the satisfaction of Virginia land warrants,” 


passed August 31, 1852. 

The bill directs that the military land warrants 
or parts of warrants provided for in the first sec- 
tion of the **Act making further provisions for the 


| satisfaction of Virginia land warrauts,’’ passed 


August 31, 1852, shall be construed to embrace 
all warrants or parts of warrants as were issued 
prior to the Ist of March, in the year 1852, to- 
gether with all such warrants and parts of war- 
rants as were issucd subsequent to the said Ist 
day of March, on claims allowed by the proper 
authorities of the Commonwealth of. Virginia 

rior thereto; provided nothing in the act shall 
& so construed as to authorize the issuing of 


/ moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 


No additional bills shall be 


It must go to a committec., |! 
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_ dune 2). 


scrip in any case forany increased amount of land 
allowed to any claimant, by the authorities of 
Virginia, since the passage of the act of whiel 
this is declaratory, over and above the suecene 
allowed prior to the passage of the act. it 

The bill was ordered to be read a third 
and was accordingly read the third time 
passed. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM moved to reconsider 


the vote by which the bill was passed; and a) 


time: 
» and 


380 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
SAULT STE. MARIE MISSION CLAIMS. 
An act (S. No. 190) in relation to Mission 
claims at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. 
The act directs that the missionary claims yp. 
ferred to in the fourth section of the act of 26) 
September, 1850, entitled ‘* An act providing fo, 


|| the examination and settlement of claims for land 
at the Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan,” and reported 
/ upon by the register and receiver at Sault Sj, 


Marie, pursuant to said act, shall be entitled tp 
recognition and confirmation in the same manner 


therein provided for; and upon the final approval 


of the act aforesai 
for. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time: 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed, . 


MARY PRESTON. 


An act (S. No. 291) for the relief of Mary Pres. 
ton, widow of George Preston. 

The act directs the Secretary of the Interior to 

lace on the pension roll,at the rate of eight dol- 
ars per month, the name of Mary Preston, widow 
of George Preston, late ordnance sergeant in the 
service of the United States, from 7th February, 


|, of the claims, arf geubison in the eighth section 
| 
’ 


patents shall be issued there. 


|| 1859. 


| ° 
utors have agreed to receive a pro rata allowance || 
on the average of his last five years’ account. 
|| 
| 


The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. THAYER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

he latter motion was agreed to. 


EDWARD ELY—AGAIN. 


Mr. LONGNECKER. I move to reconsider 
the vote whereby Senate bill No. 411, to author- 
ize the settlement of the accounts of Edward Ely, 
deceased, late consul of the United States at Bom- 
bay, on principles of- justice and equity, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. BURNETT. That bill cannot be consid- 
ered in the House if objected to. 

Mr. LONGNECKER. I should like to ex- 
plain it. 

Mr. SMITH, of. Virginia. Let us go on with 
the business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. LONGNECKER. [ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to make an explanation. 

The SPEAKER. As the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania was out of the Hall when the bill was 
up before, the Chair hopes he will be allowed to 
explain the bill. 

he bill was again read. 

Mr. BURNETT. I make the 
bill must gg toa Committee of the 
as it makes ana propriation. : 

Mr. LONGNECKER. Allow me to explain 
this bill. The circumstances are these: under Mr. 
Pierce’s administration, I think, this gentleman 
was appointed consul to Bombay. He settled his 
accounts regularly till within the last year or 8°, 
when he died. The vice consul, whe acted in his 
stead after his death, sent on his papers, and the 
vessel in which they were was lost at sea. The 
Secretary of State recommended that his accounts 
should be settled for the last year, on the basisof 
the average of his former accounts. This bill 
comes from the Senate. Mr. Breer introduced 
it there. The gentleman for whose benefit It's 
intended is a Democrat; but it is right, and I in- 
tend to support it. 4 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, and !t 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LONGNECKER moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed ; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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WILLIAM NELSON. 


An act (S. No. 508) for the relief of William 
Nelson was read a first and second time. 
“The bill directs the proper accounting officers 


1860. 





of the Treasury to allow to Lieutenant William | 
Nelson, United States Navy, in the adjustment of || 


? ° e 
pis accounts, the amount charged against him for 
bile 


spods stolen from the United States ship Fredo- 
nia whilst under his command, provided the sum |, 


ghall not exceed $1,005 76. s 
Mr. BURNETT. The Secretary of the Navy 
told me personally that that bill ought to pass; 
and L demand the previous question upon it, 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 
The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 


and was accordingly read the third time, and | 


ng ssed. 
OMe. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PORT HURON. 
An act (S. No. 509) to grant to the city of Port 


Huron, Michigan, a part of the military reserva- | 


tion of Fort Gratiot, for the enlargement of the 


city cemetery of that place, was read a first and | 


second time. 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan. I wish to say 
that this bill meets the approval of the War De- 
partment. It was en recommended by 
the Committee on Military Affairs of the Senate, 
and passed the Senate unanimously. I call the 
previous question. : 

Mr. COBB. I wish to offer an amendment to 
that bill, providing they shall pay $1 25 per acre. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The previous question is 
demanded; and no amendment is in order. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question sg 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LEACH, of Michigan, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


FREDERICK VINCENT. 

A bill (S. No. 275) for the relief of Frederick 
Vincent, administrator of James Le Caze, sur- 
viving partner of Le Caze and Mallet, was read 
afirst and second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Hoarp, was referred tothe Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was referred; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ISAAC Il. RANDALL. 


An act (S. No. 300) for the relief of Isaac H. 
Randall coming up next in its order, was read a 
first and second time. 


The bill was read at length. 
Mr. BURNETT. That-bill also makes an ap- 


propriation. I move that it be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was referred; andalso moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LIABILITY OF SHIP-OWNERS. 
An act (S. No. 437) to amend an act entitled 


“An act to limit the liability of ship-owners, and | 


for other purposes,”’ approved March 3, 1851, 
coming next in’ its order, was read a first and 
second time. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think that 
bill had better go to the Committee on Commerce. 
The committee are already examining that sub- 


Ject. I move that it be referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


he motion was agreed to. 


HENRY RICE. 


An act (S. No. 501) for the relief of Henry 


ice, coming up next in order, was read a first 
and second time. 


Mr. BURNETT. 1 move to refer that bill to 
the Committee on Commerce. 
he motion was agreed to. 





| Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote | 


| by which this bill was referred; and also moved | 
| to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 


|| The latter motion was agreed to. 


' 


| SAMUEL R. FRANKLIN. 


i} Anact (S. No. 98) for the relief of Samuel R. 
Franklin, coming up next in order, was read a 
first and second tme. 

||} The bill was read in extenso. 

Mr. BURNETT moved to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the bill was referred; and also moved 
| to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


| SPENCER & HUBBARD. 

| Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 

discharge the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar from the further considera- 
tion of Senate bill No. 221, for the relief of Spen- 
cer & Hubbard, with the view of its immediate 
| passage. It is a very meritorious bill. I hope 
there will be no objection. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. A motion was made 
the other day to suspend the rules to take up that 
bill, and was voted down. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. 
Lady Elgin case of which I spoke just now. It 
is aS meritorious a case as ever came before this 
House. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not know what 
itis; but the House has once refused to take it 
up, and I object. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 
pend the rules. 


Mr. STANTON. 





I call the yeas and nays 


the floor twice upon the same bill, when nobody 
else can get it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 would be glad to 
know when gentlemen from the Northwest will 


until they have obtained all they want. 


the chair.) ‘The Chair will say to the gentleman 
from Virginia, that he supposed there was an un- 
|} derstanding that this bill should come up when 
|| the bills on the Speaker’s table had been disposed 
| of. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
of the sort. 

Mr. MAYNARD. [I rise to a question of or- 
der. I understood this morning, when it was 
agreed to take up the bills on the Speaker’s table, 
that the agreement was that the House was also 
to consider the bills coming from the Court of 
Claims, which had passed the Senate, and were 
now on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Only the bills 
upon the Speaker’s table, as the Chair understood 
it. 





my statement of facts, of course my point of or- 
der is not well taken. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
say that it was the understanding, distinctly, that 
when the bills on the Speaker’s table had been 


the House for its action. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
no understanding of that*kind. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I call for the yeas 
and nays upon the motion to suspend the rules 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Lask the House 


Oh, no; there was 


————————————— 
aS 


am sure it will be satisfactory to the House, 
Mr. STANTON. | object. Ido not care what 
are the facts. 


of everybody else, I will vote against the motion 
ga a the rules, no matter what may be the 
ill. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Then, of course, 
the gentleman from Ohio will vote against the 
proposition. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to say 
that the delegation from Maine lave been strug- 

ling to get the floor for days; but no member 
irom that State can obtain a hearing. 


ee 
rrr eecnaananennarenetnetnaghenenenetaeantitcaarenearansS aaaaanaS = on 


I now move to 


. 
That is the 


I move to sus- 


upon the motion to suspend the rules. I want to | 
see if the House will sanction one man having | 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Binewam in| 


Oh, no; nothing | 


be satisfied: for nobody it seems can have achance || 
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Mr. KELLOGG, of Hlinois. If gentlemen will 
vote against a meritorious bill because they can- 
not get the floor or occupy the attention of the 
House all the time, they must doit. I cannot 
prevent it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WASHIBURNE, of Illinois. Let me make 
an explanation. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Hlinois. 
report be read. 

Mr. STANTON. I object. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, stated that his col- 
league, Mr. AnpERson, was called honie by sick- 
ness in his family. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
political question ? 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. It does not in- 
volveanything more than payment to these parties 
for the service they have rendered. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Then I vote “no.” 
{Laughter. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. The Northeast 
seem to have causelessly taken alarm, and to fear 
that their granite columns are in danger because 
it is proposed to pay a man in the West for ser- 
vice which he has performed for the Government; 
and to satisfy their demands, 1 will, by unani- 
mous consent, withdraw my motion, 

There was no objection, and the motion was 


I object. 
I ask that the 


Does this involve any 


| withdrawn. 


VAN CAMP, CHAPIN, AND OTITERS. 


Mr. FOUKE. 1 ask the unanimous consent 
of the House that the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of House bill No. 772, for the reltef of Van 
Camp, Chapin, and others. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I ask that the bill be read. 

The bill was read ineztenso. It directs the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to cause the claim of Aaron 
Van Camp and Virginius P. Chapin, for them- 
selves and others, which was the subject of suit 
against Jonathan 8S. Jenkins, in the erreuit court 
of the District of Columbia, to be examined by 
the proper examining officers, and that there be 
allowed and paid to Van Camp and Chapin, and 
to Frederick W Paddock, agent of the ship Ram- 
bler, and to Nathan Church and Ezekicl Sawin, 
and the other parties respectively interested there- 
in, or to their legal representatives, out of an 


| money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 


ated, the amount of actual loss which may be 
shown to the Secretary of the Treasury to have 
been sustained by Van Camp and Chapin, and 
by the other parties, in consequence of the order 
of Jonathan 8S. Jenkins, commercial agent of the 
United States at Apia, in the Navigator Islands, 
and those acting under his directions, in seizing 
and selling their property, and property in the 
custody of Van Camp for the other parties, of 


_ whatever nature it may be, on shipboard or on 


disposed of, this bill should come fairly before 


'} bill. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Then, if lam mistaken in | 


to hear the report of the committee read, and I 


If half a dozen men are to have the | 
floor half a dozen times apiece, to the exclusion 


| gator Islands, in the 


land, in and at the harbor of Apia, in the Navi- 
ear 1856. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope that that 
bill will not be taken out of the Committee of the 


Whole House. 


Mr. FOUKE. The bill was reported in the 


| Thirty-Fifth Congress, unanimously, by a com- 


mittee of this House. It was reported favorably 
at this session. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I object to the 
Mr. FOUKE. 
suspended. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia demanded the yeas 


and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 72, nays 71; as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Barksdale, Barr, Francis P. Blair, 
Blake, Bocock, Boteler, Bouligny, Brabson, Brayton, 
Burch, Burlingame, Campbell, Carter, Corwin, Curtis, 
Davidson, Dimmick, Edmundson, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
English, Etheridge. Farffeworth, Florence, Fouke, Frank, 
Garnett, Gilmer, Hamilton, John T. Harris, Helmick, Hill, 
Hoard, William Howard, Hughes, Jenkins, Junkin, Keitt, 


I move, then, that the rules be 


| Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg. Larrabee, Leake, 


| Logan, Mallory, Elbert S. Martin, McPherson, McKae, 
Miles, Millward, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, Nelson, 
Niblack, Peyton, Pryor, Reagan, Riggs, Rust, Scott, 
| Sickles, Singleton, Staliworth, James A. Stewart, W iNiam 
| Stewart, Stokes, Tappan, Walton, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
| Woodruff, Woodson, and Wright—72. / 
NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Al- 
ley, Ashley, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Bristow, Buffin- 
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ton, Burnham, Carey, Case, Clopton, Cobb, Colfax, Craw- | 
ford, Curry, Dunn, Ferry, Poster, French, Gartred, Graham, 
Grow, Hall, Hardeman, Hatton, Houston, William A. 
Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Sonex, Landrum, DeWitt | 
C., Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Love, Maynard, 
MeQueen, Millson, Sydenham Moore, Olin, Perry, Pettit, | 
Phelps, Porter, Potter, Quarles, Christopher Robinson, 
Royce, Ruffin, Scranton, Sedgwick, William Smith, Wil 


_ 


j 
liam N.U. Smith, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Steven- | 
son, Stratton, Thomas, Underwood, Vance, Van Wyck, || 
Verree, Wade, Ieraei Washburn, Wells, Wilson, and || 


Winslow—7l. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules, two 
thirds not voting therefor. 

During the vote, 

Mr. BUFFINTON stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Dawes, was paired with Mr. Harpeman. 

Mr. ‘TAYLOR stated that he regretted his pair | 
with Mr. McKean, as it prevented him from | 
voting to suspend the rules on this case. 

The vote was then announced as above re- | 
corded. | 

PHILADELPHIA POST OFFICE. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I now call up the motion | 
to reconsider the vote by which House bill No. | 
814, for the erection of a post office in the city of 
Philadelphia, was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. The bill 
does not take a dollar out of the ‘Treasury of the 
United States. 

Mr. JONES. I object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman cannot ob- | 
ject. IT have the right to call up the motion to 
reconsider; and, if I desire, | can occupy the floor 
for sixty minutes. All that the bill does is to de- 
vote the appropriations already made to the erec- 
tion of a building in Philadelphia for the pur- 
poses of a post office and court-house, The facts 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, are 
these: it appears that, on the 18th of August, | 
1856, a law was passed by Congress authorizing 
the purchase of the site and building of the Penn- 
sylvania Bank, for the purposes of a post office. | 
By the same act, $50,000 were appropriated for 
changing and refitting it fora post office. At the 
same time, and embodied in the same act, an ap- 
propriation of $78,000 was made for the purchase 
of the American Philosophical Hall, for the use 
of the United States courts. Owing to a defective 


title, this property has never been purchased by || 


the Government. On the 3d of March, 1857, a | 
further appropriation of $100,000 was made by 
Congress for the purpose of refitting the Penn- 
sylvania Bank building for the purposes of a post | 
office; but soon after the work had been entered 
upon, and about twenty thousand dollars had 
been expended in refitting the building, the work 
was suspended by order of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. During the ensuing session of Congress, a 
commission was raised, consisting of the Post- 
master General, Attorney General, and Secretary 
of the Treasury, to proceed to Philadelphia and 
investigate the whole matter, and report their 
views thereon. Accordingly, on the Ist of De- 
cember, 1858, the commissioners reported. This 
report favored the sale of the Pennsylvania Bank 
property, (estimating it to be worth $100,000, 
though the price paid by the Government was 
$250,000.) They also favored the idea of pur- 
chasing a new location for the post office, on 
Chestnut street, adjoining the custom-house. 
The next action had by Congress upon this 
subject was the passage of a law authorizing the 
sale of the Pennsylvania Bank for a sum not less 
than $127,000, and the American Philosophical 
Hall for $78,000—a piece of property for which 
the United States never had a title to, and which, 
therefore, it could not sell and convey—the pro- 
ceeds from which sales, together with the unex- 
pended balance of the $100,000 appropriated in 
1897 for refitting the Pennsylvania Bank building 
for a post office, were directed to be expended in 
the purchase of two lots on Chestnut street, next 
adjoining the custom-house, and for the erection 
of a post office building théreon, ‘The Pennsyl- 
vania Bank property was subsequently put in 
saniicet, shi, although the friends of the Chestnut 
street location subscribed $15,000 as a bonus to be 
paid to any purchaser who would take the Penn- 
sylvania Bank property at the price specified in 
the act, still no one was found to take it on those 
terms. The fact is made patent that either the 
Pennsylvania Bank or the location on Chestnut 
street would substantially accommodate the busi- 














ness interests of the city, and that much of the 
delay and difficulty and loss to the Government 





has been owing to a scramble among property | 
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holders to sell lots, and of money brokers to ob- || 


tain commissions in making sales. In view of all 
the facts, it is believed thata law ought to be 
assed authorizing the sale of the Pennsylvania 
Bank for a sum not less than $110,000. That the 
$78,000 appropriated for the purchase ofthe Amer- 
ican Philosophical Hall, and the unexpended bal- 
ances of $50,000 made August 18, 1856, and the 
$100,000 appropriated 3d March, 1857, for the 
purpose of refitting the Pennsylvania Bank for a 
post office, is reappropriated, making— 


Pennsylvania Bank............. coccerecescccess $110,000 

American Philosophical Hall...... esvensese cocce 60,000 | 

Unexpended balance, about........ cove coreveces 130,000 
$318,000 


Of this sum $161,000 is appropriated for the 


purchase of the Levy and Baily lots, next adjoin- | 


ing the custom-house, and being about (together) 
fifty-seven by two hundred and twenty-five feet, 
and the balance, $157,000, is to be expended in 
the erection of a suitable building on said lots for 





la post office, and for the holding of the United | 
| States courts; and it ts provided further that no 





other or further sum shall be asked for or granted 
by Congress to the city of Philadelphia for such 
surposes, 
Mr. MAYNARD. 
Senate? 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
last Congress. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I suggest that there is a 


class of private claims which have passed the 


Has that bill passed the 


It passed the Senate at the 


| Court of Claims and the Senate which ought to 
of the case,as they are stated in the report of the || 


be acted on by this House before we go to any 
other business. 

Mr. FLORENCE. This bill does not appro- 
priate a single dollar from the Treasury. It only 
directs how money already appropriated shal! be 
used for the purpose indicated. I call the pre- 
vious question on the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. JONES I demand the yeas and nays on 


| that motion. 








The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the motion to re- 
consider was agreed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I demand the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I raise the 
point of order that this bill must have its first con- 
sideration in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, as it appropriates money. 


Mr. HELMICK. It makes no appropriation. 


Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. It provides for | 


the use of over one hundred thousand dollars 
appropriated in 1857. Two years from the date 
of the passage of that act that $100,000 reverted 
to the Treasury. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. No, sir; it is | 


invested in buildings in Philadelphia, purchased 
by the United States. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. This appro- 
priates this money, to all intents and purposes; 
and I make the point of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Bincuam 
in the chair.) The Chair sustains the point of 
order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the rules be 
suspended, that the bill may be considered in the 
House. 

Mr. PHELPS. Let,the bill be read. é 

The bill was read in extenso. It provides that 
the proviso of the third section of an act entitled 
**An act making appropriations for sundry civil 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
June 30, 1860,”’ passed March 3, 1859, shall be 
repealed; that if the premises agreed to be pur- 
chased by the Unite 
Philosophical Society asa site for acourt-house, 
mentioned in the third section, should fail to sell, 
on account of any defect or qualification in the 
title thereto, then the sum of $78,000, appropri- 
ated by the act of August 18, 1856, entitled **An 
act making appropriations for certain civil ex- 

enses of the Benaraaies for the year ending 
Tuna 30, 1857,’’for the purchase and payment of 


the same, together with the unexpended balance | 


of the sum of-$50,000, appropriated by the act 
of March 3, 1859, for the purpose of making al- 
terations to the building thereby authorized to be 
purchased of the Bank of Pennsylvania, and the 


States from the American | 
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ons of the fourth section of the act of M 











sum of $100,000, appropriated by 





June 2] 
the actof M,; . 
3, 1857, for completing and furnishing the ve 
ing purchased of the Bank of Pennsylvania and 
to adapt it to the use of a post office, at Philadel. 


hia, shall be applied to carrying out the provig. 


arch 3, 
he pur- 
d in the 


1859, in the following manner: first, for t 
chase of the lots mentioned and describe 
fourth section as the Baily and Levy lots, at Prices 
not exceeding the sums mentioned in the fourth 
section, and then for the construction of a byijq. 
ing on the lots suitable for a post office and court. 
house; provided the property purchased from the 
Bank of Pennsylvania be wel 'eem price not less 
than $110,000. 

Mr. JONES. I demand the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion to suspend the rules was agreed to 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union was then discharged from the further con- 
sideration of said bill, and it was brought before 
the House for action. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move the previous ques. 
tion upon the third reading of the bill. 

The previous uestion was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and, under the 
operation thereof, the bill was ordered to be ep. 
grossed, and read a third time; and being ep. 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. JONES. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bil) was then passed. 

Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; when the Speaker signed the 
same: 

An act (H. R. No. 543) for the relief of Mar- 
garet Whitehead; 

An act (H. R. No. 513) forthe relief of Hock- 
aday & Liggit; 

An act (H. R. No. 328) for the relief of Peay 
& Ayliffe; 

An act (H. R. No. 267) for the relief of Mrs. 
A. W. Angus, widow of the late Captain Samuel 
Angus, United States Navy; 

An act (H. R. No. 225) for the relief of Eben 
S. Hanscomb; 

An act (H. R. No. 195) to confirm certain 
rivate land claims in the Territory of New 
Texico; 

An act (H.R. No. 189) for the relief of the legal 

representatives of the estate of Charles H. Mason; 

Anact (H.R. No. 240) for the relief of Cassius 


| M. Clay; 


An act (H. R. No. 118) to confirm certain 
private land claims in the State of Missouri; and 

An act (H. R. No. 804) providing for the pun- 
ishment of marshals and deputy marshals of the 
United States, or other ministerial officers, for 
permitting the escape of prisoners in their cus- 
tody. 
E. GEORGE SQUIER. 

I ask the unanimous consent of 


Mr. HILL. 


the House to discharge the Committee of the 


| | 
| 


Whole House from the further consideration of 
the bill (H.R. No. 511) for the relief of E. George 
Squier, of New York. 

Mr. JONES. I object. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 
of the Treasury to pay to E. George Squier, of 
New York, the sum of $9,937, in full, for outhts 
to the Republics of Central America, and balance 
of salary due him as minister of the United States 
to said Republics. ; 

It appears from the report, that Mr. Squier was 
commissioned chargé d’affaires of the United 
States to Guatemala on the 2d of April, 1849; that 
besides this commission he was formally accred- 
ited as chargé d’affaires to the Republics of San 
Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Honduras, 
with full powers to negotiate treaties with each 
of these ocetaentanik. and did actually negouate 
treaties with Guatemala, San Salvador, Nicara 
gua, Costa Rica, and Honduras, and most faith- 


fully and efficiently represented the interests of 


the United States at each of these Governments; 
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that his services were regarded by the President 
‘od the Department of State as of great import- 
= at an interesting period of our history in 
vv anection with those States, and also in connec- 
aol with our then pending negotiations with 
Great Britain. He claims an outfit to each of 
these Governments to which he was accredited, 
and also the amount of salary from the date of 
his leaving Central America (28th June, 1850,) to 
the termination of his services, (13th September, 

a 
Is) BARKSDALE. I think there will be no 
objection to the passage of this bill. 

Mr. JONES. I object. 

Mr. HILL. I move to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of discharging the committee from 
the further consideration of this bill, for the pur- 
wse of now putting it on Its passage. 

Or. BARKSDALE. The bill has been re- 
orted unanimously by the Committee on Foreign 





Jong ago. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. 
the House this is one of the most meritorious 
claims that ever came before the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. PEYTON. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Georgia how it happened that this man was 
not paid by the proper accounting officers, if there 
was authority of law for it? 

Mr. HILL. There was no authority of law 

revious to the act of 1856. 

Mr. SICKLES. There was no appropriation; 
but the services were rendered by the direction of 
the State Department. 

The motion to suspend the rules was agreed to. 

So the Committee of the Whole House was 
discharged from the further consideration of said 


bill, and it was brought before the House for con- | 


sideration. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and | 


read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. HILL. I move the previous question upon 
the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the bill was passed. 

Mr. HILL moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Parton, one of their clerks, notifying the 
House that the Senate have receded from their 








amendments to the bill of the House (No. 339) | 


making appropriations for the legislative, execu- 


tive, and judicial expenses of the Government for | 


the year ending the 30th of June, 1861, numbered 
twelve, thirteen, fourteen, and nineteen; agree to 
the amendments of the House to their amend- 
ments numbered eighteen and twenty; insist on 
their amendments disagreed to we the House; 
agree to the conference asked for b 

on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses there- 
on; and have appointed Mr. Pearce, Mr. Nicu- 
oLson, and Mr. isa. the managers at the said 
conference on the part of the Senate. 

Also, that the Senate have reconsidered their 
agreement; have disagreed to the amendments of 
the House to the bill of the Senate (No. 104) for 
the final adjustment of private land claims in the 
States of Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mis- 
sourl, and for other purposes; ask a conference 
with the House on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thergon, and have appointed Mr. 
Sepastian, Mr. Potk, and Mr. DoouittLe, the 
Managers at the said conference on the part of the 
Senate. 

By unanimous consent, it was ordered that the 
ouse insist on its amendments, disagreed to b 
the Senate, to the said bill of the Senate No 104, 
and agree to the conference asked by the Senate 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 

thereon. 

The Speaker subsequently appointed Mr. Da- 
vipson, Mr. Hoarp, and Mr. Woopson, the 
managers at the said conference on the part of the 

ouse. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I am directed, by the com- 


mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the naval appropriation bill, 


|| prior to his enlistment, an accountant; that he was 





| to report that, after a full and free conference, they 


| 


| 
| 


| the quality and probable quantity of coal to be found there || 
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have agreed to recommend, and do recommend 
to their respective Houses, that the Senate do i] 
recede from the second and seventh amendments; | 


that the House of Representatives do recede from | 








its disagreementto the fifth and eighth amendments || ous bill. 


of the Senate; that the Senate do concur in the | 
amendment of the House of Representatives to || 
the sixth amendment of the Senate; and that the 


tenth, eleventh, and twelfth amendments of the 
Senate, with an amendment, as follows: 


Strike out Senate amendments numbers nine, ten, eleven, 
and twelve, and in licu thereof insert: | 
And be it further enacted, ‘That the sum of $10,000 be, | 
and hereby is, appropriated, to enable the President to send | 
some competent person or persons to the Isthmus of Chiri- | 
qui, Whose duty it shall be to examine intoand report upon | 


on the lands of the Chiriqui Improvement Company, upon 
the character of the harbors of Chiriqui lagoon and Golfito, | 


ttl | ld 1 b ‘d |} upon the practicability of building a railroad across said | 
Affairs, and the money shou 1ave been paid | 


isthmus, so as to connect said harbors, and generally upon | 
the value of the privileges contracted for in a conditional 


I will say to |} contract made on the 2lst day of May, 1859, between Isaac || 


| Tuueey, the Secretary of the Navy of the United States, || 


and Ambrose W. Thoinpson and the Chiriquilmprovement | 

Company. 
The committee also recommend the adoption 

of the following proviso: | 


} 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- | 
strued asa ratification of the said contract. 


The question was taken on agreeing to the re- 


port of the conference committee; and it was || 


agreed to. 
Mr. WINSLOW moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the report was agreed to; and also 


| moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 


| table. 


The latter motion was agreed to | 
{ 


WILLIAM G. BERNARD. | 


Mr. PALMER. I move to suspend the rules 


for the purpose of discharging the Committee of || 


the Whole House on the Private Calendar from 


the further consideration of House bill No. 670, |) 


granting an increase of pensicn to William G., ! 
Bernard, late a soldier in the United States Army. | 
The motion was agreed to. 
The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 


| Committee of the Whole House was discharged 


| from the further consideration of the bill. 


| ment of dragoons, and under the command of || 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
aoe the name of William G. Bernard, of New 


‘ork, on the roll of invalid pensions, at the rate || 
| of twenty-five dollars per month, commencing on | 


the 11th of June, 1859, in lieu of the pension he 
now receives. | 


William G. Bernard, on the 16th of November, 
1857, at Boston, enlisted in company B, first regi- 


Captain John W. Davidson; that he had been, | 


| with his company ordered to Fort Buchanan, in 


| New Mexico, and from thence to Fort Tejon, in || 





| 


California. At the latter place, there being an 


|| occasion for the use of Jumber for the garrison, 
y the House | 


he was ordered by the commanding officer of the 
post, Lieutenant Colonel Beall, to work in the 


| Government saw-mill; and while so employed 
’ 


he was accidentally thrown upon a circular saw | 


| while feeding it, by which casualty his right arm 


was so severely mutilated that he entirely lost the 
use of his right hand. He was also severely 


| wounded in the head and face, part of which is 
| sawed off, losing portions of the left molar and | 
| lower maxillary, and right superciliary ridge, | 

leaving but the wreck of a man, who is totally | 
| disabled from obtaining his subsistence by labor. 
| All the foregoing facts are fully proven by the 


certificate of discharge and by the certificate of 
the United States surgeon. The petitioner has 
been allowed a pension of eight dollars per month | 
by the Commissioner of Pensions, being the ex- 
tent permitted by law to be allowed him. Under 
all the circumstances, the committee think the 
petitioner entitled to an increase of pension, hav- | 
ing been mutilated in performing labor foreign | 
to that he was enlisted to perform, and they are | 
of opinion that twenty-five dollars per month is a 
very moderate compensation for the loss he has 
suffered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. There is merit in 





| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


|| Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. 


The report was read. It appears therefrom that || 
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Mr. PHELPS. Makc it sixteen dollars, and 
let it go. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
the ordinary pension. 

Mr. LARRABEE. This is really a meritori- 


Here was a young man, in the prime 





And that is double 


| of life, only thirty years of age, who is abso- 


lutely a wreck, through his having been ordered 


é t | to attend a service outside of his regular duties, 
| House of Representatives do concur in the ninth, | He cannot help himself at all, and cannot support 


himself. His jawis cut in two, so that he can 


|| only eat soft food; and he merely asks that this 


| pension be granted to him. 

I ask the gentle- 
man if there is a precedent in the history of the 

| Government of a private soldier being allowed 

| twenty-five dollars a month? 

Mr. LARRABEE. Ido not care if there is ne 

| precedent for it. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
| ingly read the third time, and passed, 

Mr. PALMER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


| 
| LOAN BILL. 
| 
| 


Mr. CRAWFORD. Lask leave to introduce 
a bill authorizing a loan, and providing for the 
redemption of ‘Treasury notes, 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object to that bill. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I move to suspend the 


rules. 
| Mr. MOORHEAD. I call for the yeas and 
| nays. 


| The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

| Mr. FARNSWORTH called for tellers on the 
yeas and nays. 

| ‘Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The rules were suspended, and the bill was 
introduced. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I would state that this 
is precisely the same bill which was offered yes- 
terday by the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. 
Davis.] 

The bill was read a first time. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, moved that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The bill was then read a second time. 
| Mr. CRAWFORD. I move the previous ques- 
tion on the engrossment of the bill. 

I hope the 

gentleman will allow it to be debated. 

| Mr.CRAWFORD. Oh, no; I cannot do that. 

| Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvanm. I should like 
to say something against it. 

| ‘The previous question was seconded, and the 


|} main question ordered. 


| ‘I'he bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 
|. Mr. CRAWFORD moved the previous ques- 
| tion on the passage of the bill. 
| The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered. 
Mr. BINGHAM demanded the yeas and nays 
| on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HELMICK moved to lay the bill upon 
the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL demanded the yeas and 
| Nays. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The bill was then read in extenso. 


Mr SHERMAN. I would like to ask the 


'| gentleman from Georgia a question, if he will 


allow me. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to know if the Sen- 
| ate are considering the tariff bill? 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I will state to the gentle- 


|| man from Ohio that the Senate is in executive 


| session, and is not considering the tariff bill. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I will state this: that if 
there is the least prospect of the Senate passing 
the tariff bill, I think we ought not to pass this 
bill. 
Mr. PHELPS. I will state that I have made 


inquiry, and my information is, that there is no 





this bill; but a pension of twenty-five dollars per || expectation that the tariff bill will pass the Sen- 


month to a private soldier is without precedent | ate. 
in the history of the country. l 


Mr. LEAKE. 


I rise to a question of order. 
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It is not in order to inquire in this body whathas | of the pe Congress, | feel constrained, from 


been done in the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the gentleman from 
Virginia will allow us to understand this matter. 
I will state this, with the consent of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, that if the Senate will not act 


and there is no other way to provide for the 


ing to vote for a loan bill; but I will never vote 
for a loan bill while there is a prospect of passing 


j 


| cestor, who, like his son, the subject o 
Treasury notes except by a loan, I shall be will- | brief notice, was distinguished for devotion to his | 


friendship, and a sense of duty, to pay my tribute 


. a i 
to his many exemplary qualities as a man, and 


his uprightness and zeal as a legislator. 
Joun Scuwarrz was born at Sunbury, North- 


j}umberland county, Pennsylvania, October 27, 
upon the tariff bill, but postpone that question, || 1793. 


He descended from a revolutuonar 


/ country, and for an unblemished reputation in 


| every relation of life. 


a tariff bill, and while the Senate is considering || Schwartz, having emigrated from Saxony to Penn- 


the subject. 


Mr.CRAWFORD I desire to say that neither | 


be acted on at this session. 
Mr. PHELPS. 


quiries from Senators on both sides. 


Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I object to 


any further reference to the proceedings of the 
Senate. 

‘yr ° . 

[he question was taken on the motion to lay 
the bill upon the table; and it was decided wm the 
negative—yeas 63, nays 101; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Ashicy, Babbitt, Bing- 
ham, Samuel 8. Blair, Brayton, Butterfield, Campbell, 
Carter, Corwin, Covode, Curtis, Delano, Dueli, Dunn. Ed- 
wards, Ely, Etheridge, Ferry, Florence, Frank, Gilmer, 
Graham, Grow, Hale, Hall, Helmick, Humphrey, Junkin, 
Francis W. Kellogg, James M. Leach, Lee, Lougnecker, 
Loomis, McKnight, MePherson, Millward, Laban T. 
Muore, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Nelson, 
Nixon, Paimer, Pettit, Porter, Pouer, Quarles, Christopher 
Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sherman, Spinner, Stevens, 
Stratton, Tompkins, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Ver- 
ree, Walton, Wells, and Woodrut!—63. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Al 
ley, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Blake, Bocock, 
Bouham, Boteler, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Buf- 
finton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnett, Burnbom, Carey, 


| sylvania upon the breaking out of the Revolution, 


| enlisted as a soldier in the ranks, and served, 
side of the Senate expect that the tariff bill will || throughout that long and doubtful struggle, with 
| constancy, bravery, and the utmost devotion to 


That is the result of my in- || the cause. 


At the termination of the war he was 


|| honorably discharged. 


Horace F. Clark, Clopton, Cobb Colfax, Burton Craige, | 


Crawlord, Curry, H. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, Dim- 
mick, Edmundson, Eliot, English, Foster, French, Gartreti, 
Gooch, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, John ‘Il’. Larris, 
Hatton, Hill, Hoard, Houston, William Howard, William 
A. Howard, Hughes, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, William Kel- 
logg, Landrum, Larrabee, DeWitC. Leach, Leake, Logan, 
Love, Maclay, Mallory, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, Mc- 


When the deceased was ten years of age he was 
indentured to a merchant in the city of Reading, 
where he has cver since resided. Truth, econ- 
omy, and punctuality in the discharge of every 
obligation, enabled him, after a series of years, 
to retire with a competency, and to leave to his 
sons the business which he had so carefully built 


" : a | 
up. Their misfortunes, consequent upona revul- || 


sion in trade, enabled him to rescue them from 
ruin, and to discharge every obligation against 
them. Generosity like this was always his lead- 


ing characteristic, and to yield his own comfort to | 


the happiness of others an object near to his heart. 
It does not become me, Mr. Speaker, on this 
melancholy occasion, to refer at length to the polit- 


| ical events with which Mr. Scuwarrz has lat- 


terly been identified; but I must be permitted to 


| say that [have rarely known a man who com- 


| 
| 


'} 


bined so many excellent, and so few objectiona- 
ble elements. In his intercourse with his fellow- 
members he had the happy faculty of making 
friends on all sides. 

His conscientious discharge of his duties; his 


|| independence of thought and action; his strong | 


aversion to corruptien; his ardent attachment to 


Queen, MeRtea, Millson, Sydenham Moore, Morse, Nib- || his party associates; and his self-sacrificing as- 
| siduity, as exhibited in his constant, unwearied 


lack, Perry, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Reagan, Rice, Riggs, 
Rutlin, Rust, Scott, Sedgwick, Sickles, Singleton, William 
Sinith, William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stanton, James 
A. Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Thayer, Thomas, Train, Under- 
wood, Vallandigham, Vance, Wade, Israel Washburn, 
Webster, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright—101. 

So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

During the call, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, stated that he had 
paired off with Mr. Crark, of Missouri. 

Mr. BARKSDADE stated that Mr. Davis, of 
Mississippi, had paired off with Mr. Winpom. 

Mr. HUTCHINS stated that Mr. Epcertron 
had paired off with Mr. Davipson. On this ques- 
tion . would have voted **no.’’ Mr. Hurcuins 
also stated that he had paired off with Mr. Gar- 
wert, or he would have voted “ay.’’ 

Mr. HOWARD, of Ohio, announced that Mr. 
Gurcey had paired off with Mr. PenpLeton. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, announced 
that Mr. Kivuincer, being utterly prostrated by 
severe illness, had been obliged to go home, and 
had paired off upon all political questions with 
Mr. Cox. 


| 
| 
| 


} 


| false to it? 





| night, my aged but reso 
| S fs 


attendance upon the sessions of this House, while 
laboring under a disease that was rapidly and 
susely carrying him to the grave, made him, all 
unused as he was to congressional excitement, a 
conspicuous character in this Hall. 


Fully sensible of the important trust confided | 


to him, desirous of discharging his whole duty at 
all times, no tongue of mine can convey to this 
body the anxiety and determination of my late 
colleague to be always present during the delib- 
erations of this House. This resolve on his part 
to guard well the interests of his people arose 
from a high sense of the character of the trust. 
To him it was a commission directly from the 
people whom he loved; their confidence in, and 
regard for him, must not be disappointed. [t was 
patriotism to watch overand to serve the country 


of his love; the highest emotion, next to love of | 


God, that can fill the heart of man. 
he fail in patriotism ? 


And could 
It was a trust, could he be 
And so, mos by day and night after 

ved colleague was at his 


post. His disease was gaining ground. His 


Mr. MARSTON stated that he had paired off || friends and colleagues remonstrated, and urged 
|| that his life, thus imperiled, was of value to his 


upon this vote with Mr. De Jarnerre, or he 
would have voted ‘*ay.”’ 

Mr. McRAE stated that he had paired off upon 
the taxiff question with Mr. Apratn; but not con- 
sidering that the tariff question was involved in 
this bill, he voted ** no.” 

The result of the vote having been announced, 
as above recorded, 

Mr. SHERMAN entered a motion to recon- 


sider the vote by which the main question was | 


ordered on the bill. 


DEATH OF TLON. JOUN SCHWARTZ. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, in the una- 


voidable absence of those who with more propri- 
ety than myself might be expected to take prece- 
dence on this occasion, | rise to announce to the 
House the death of Hon. Joun Scuwanrz, a Rep- 
resentative in Congress from the eighth congres- 
sional district of Pennsylvania, which sad event 
took place at his hotel, in this city, last night, at 
eleven o'clock. 

Being myself the Representative of the district 
adjoining, and having borne to the deceased close 
and intimate relations since the commencement 


‘| family and his country. 
i] 
| guments and femonstrances, Joun Scuwarrtz 


But, despite all ar- 


|, remained at his post, like the Roman soldier at 


| 


| 
| 


Pompeii, amid the shower of volcanic ashes that 
threatened to overwhelm him: “ he had not been 
discharged,’’ and died faithful to his trust, and in 
the discharge of duty. 

Those who construed the simplicity of his na- 
ture into ignorance of the duties assigned him, 
greatly mistook the man. Disdaining the arts of 
the demagogue, and always admitting his want of 
learning, the strong good sense of his race sup- 
plied every deficiency, and enabled him instinct- 
ively to judge betweea right and wrong, and to 
take and to hold whatever position he assumed 
fearlessly to the end. 

His devotion to the interests of Pennsylvania, 
particularly of that vast industry of which his 
great district may be said to be one of the chief 
capitals, was exhibited in his persevering efforts, 
on all occasions, to respond to the wishes of his 
constituents. With a heart as liberal as ever beat 
in human breast, and a love of country that em- 
braced ail sections, he came here imbued witha 


an- | 
this | 


His father, Philip Michael | 





en iin, 


Se 


June 2) 


| F ° e . . . 

| determination to yield everything in orde 
|, prosperity of Pennsylvania might be 
Mr. Scuwarrz had little taste for 


T that the 
Promoted, 


; taste for politics; hig 
desire was to win aud to maintain the affection of 


|| 
his family and the confidence of his neigh)ors 
1] 
' 
! 


The example of the patriotic sire was not |, 
upon his brave son. Sauher liberty as the - 
and the devoted only can love, his whole heart 
being with his country and her institutions, y,, 
the breaking out of the war of 1812, and after the 
burning of this Capitol by the British troops, Jony 
Scuwarrz enrolled his name as a private soldier 
and joined the American Army at Baltimore and 
| While on the ground was selected by his helen. 
| dier general as a member of his staff, and com 
| missioned by Governor Snyder as regimental 
|| quartermaster, in which capacity he served yi; 

the close of the contest. . 

Returning home, and resuming the business he 
had left to resist the foreign invader, he becane 
| extremely = among his fellow-citizens, De. 
| clining all public station, although it was repeat. 
_ edly offered, he moved along the quiet paths of 
| private life, and though generally coéperating 

with the Democratic party, never became an active 
participant in political strife until the memorable 
struggle growing oat of the Lecompton question, 
| Then it was that the people of Berks county turned 
| to him as the man who, of all others, could best 
embody their senuments on this question, and 
secure the largest vote at the clection. They 
called on him to become their candidate for Cop. 
gress, and after much hesitation he consented. 
The conflict was a severe one. The country 
| knows the result. He was chosen to the seat he 
has so worthily filled over the candidate of the 
Administration, who had succeeded in the former 
election by a majority of nearly eight thousand 
votes! 

It was his intention, frequently expressed, never 
toask a reelection at the hands of his constituents, 
but another Power has called him away from us; 
and **the place which knew him once will know 
him no more forever.”’ 

The memory of a good man lives after him, 
and is not * interred with his bones.’’ True, life 
here is transient. It is but the shadow, if bad, or 
light, if good, passing over the landscape. But 
who that has once seen the glory of God’s light 
|| can ever forget it? 

So lives in the memory the recollection of a 
good man. His kind acts, his charitable works, 
his gentle influences, remain in grateful remem- 
brance to cheer in adversity, and to inspire others 
to noble deeds. Pass on, then, great heart and 
noble old warrior, to thy repose on the green 
banks of Schuylkill, amid the people of thy love. 
But not to be forgotten. A heart-broken and de- 
voted family, a large circle of bereaved friends, a 
mourning people, will embalm thy memory in 
grateful recollection. 

Mr. Speaker, I now have the honor to offer the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this House has received, with profound 
sorrow, the announcement of the death of Hon. Jous 
Scuwartz, a member of this House from the State of 
Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That this House tenders to the family of tne 
deceased the expression of its syinpathy on this affecting 
event; andas a testimony of respect for his memory, the 
members and officers of this House will attend his funeral 
to-morrow at six o’clock a. m., and wear the usual badge 
of mourning on the left arm for thirty days. 

Resolved. That the Senate be invited to attend the fune- 
ral of the deceased. 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate a copy of these 
proceedings to the family of the deceased. ae 

Resolved, ‘That the Speaker appoint a committee of six 
members of this House to escort the remains of Hon. Jous 


Scuwarrz to the place designated by his friends for his 
interment. 


“Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. Speaker, I first met 


y late colleague from the Berks district in Decem- 


free 











| ber,as we were about entering upon our duties 10 


this Capitol. I last saw him, a few hours since, 
unconscious and dying. But afew months have 
intervened, and the strong man has passed away 
—lost to his family, his district, his State, and his 
Let me speak briefly of him, as he 
appeared to me. . ; 

f the first of these riven relations I will not 
dare to speak. Only those can appreciate them 
who have gone through this furnace of affliction, 
and they know how vaiu and feeble, how almost 
mocking, though sincere, are all words of yb 
pathy. The stricken heart can look only to God. 

But Mr. Scuwarrz had important public rela 
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He held a high political position. He 
nted in the national councils a large, pop- 


tions. 
sprese 

re [ re 

ylous, 


we re , . ee . . 
demanding the exercise of every high faculty. 


There were intrusted to him interests of highest 


moment to those now living, and those to succeed 


in the endless march of humanity. There were | 


yesented for his judgment questions volving 
~onsequences which no man can foresee or cal- 
cous 


culate, and which no faithful man can ignore or | 


disregard. He was placed in this positon, and 


fy the first time, at an advanced age, having had | 


no special training for it, and having enjoyed 
wer advantages than have fallen to most of us; 
ond yet I believe I express the common senti- 
ment of the House when I say that no man in it 


me 


soberness, clearness, and intelligence; neo one 
more conscientiously decided the various and 


often intricate questions presented for his action. | 
From the beginning, he won upon us all—friends, 


colleagues, and strangers. 
teemed, loved him. 

His health has been feeble the entire session. 
Generally, he was physically unfit to be at the 
post of duty, but he would not leave it. To his 
friends that frame, more and more bowed, that 
step, less and less firm, too plainly showed the 
steady progress of deep-seated disease; but his 
iron will overcame his weakness; and as, day 
after day—not missing a vote—his clarion voice 
rang out his prompt response, the hope arose that 
the inherent vigor of a powerful constitution 
would carry him safely beyond the crisis. But 
it could not. After a six months’ struggle he 
was compelled to succumb; and one week ago 
this day, about this hour, he left, for the last time, 
this Hall. He gradually sank from that mo- 
ment. No nobler spirit remains to do battle for 
his country. 

His personal qualities were happily blended. 
In him, great firmness was combined with gen- 
tleness. He had n6 concealments. Simple in 
manner, he was a brave, true, self-reliant man. 
He was firm, just, candid, and faithful. He was, 
in the highest sense, reliable. His integrity was 
unquestioned. 


All respected, es- 


score and ten.’’? Added to all this, he had aclear, 
vigorous, and practical mind. Heearnestly sought 
the right: when found, he unhesitatingly and un- 
deviatingly pursued it. No fears alarmed, no 


threats deterred, no excitement embarrassed him, | 


Hence he shunned not responsibility, but cheer- 
fully assumed whatever his sense of duty re- 
quired. Such a man could not live in a commu- 
nity unobserved or unappreciated. Mr. Schwartz 
early became well known in Berks county; and 
when his fellow-citizens sought one to whom they 
could safely intrust the protection of their vital 
interests, public sentiment, uninfluenced by man- 
agement, quickly indicated him as the fit recipi- 
ent of tha boner. The selection of him as a can- 
didate was an unselfish tribute to his merits; and 
his election, in one of the most remarkable of po- 
litical campaigns, was a personal triumph such 
as has been rarely accorded to any one. 


Mr. Scuwarrz was a man of popular sympa- | 


thies and feelings. He wasas thorough a Repre- 
sentative of his people as ever sat upon this or 
any other floor. He was eminently a type of 


them. He was one with them in thought, tastes, | 
The county of Berks was origin- | 


and instincts, 
ally a German settlement, and it still maintains 
that character. In it are seen all the peculiarities 
and distinguishing exccllences of the Pennsyl- 
vania Germans—their steadiness, fidelity, and 
virtue. All over it are proofs of their sagacity, 
prudence, and thrift—their unwearying, ever- 


adding industry. Of this leading element in the | 


composite population of Pennsylvania—an ele- 
ment which has penetrated the whole mass, giving 
her mffch of her undisputed greatness, and many 
of its peculiar traits—Mr. ScHwartz was a rep- 
resentative man. He thoroughly respected his 
(oes and was devoted to their interests, whilst 

‘ing unjust to no other in the Republic. At his 
home, every sad heart this day echoes the senti- 
ment: He was an honest man—a pure patriot— 
& faithful public servant. I second the resolu- 
“ons now pending. 


industrious, and powerful district. There || 
. cast upon him grave responsibilities, justly | 


t these responsibilities in a more becoming | 
spirit; no one discharged his trust with greater | 


I but utter, in this, the opinion of | 
all who knew him here, and of those who have | 
known him during a long career of nearly ‘three | 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Mr.MAYNARD. Mr. Speaker, I, too, crave 

permission to lay a voluntary offering upon the 
old man’s bier. Death has, for the first time, in- 
vaded our presence. One of our number was 


| never suffered to join us; another went away to 


die, in the pathetic language of the Gileadite, in 
his own city, and to be buried by the grave of 
his father and of his mother. But now a fellow- 
member has fallen by our side,and is botne away 
to his burial almost from the very scene of our 
deliberations. It is an impressive repetition of 
the same solemn lesson, so old and so hard to be 
learned, 
** All men think all men mortal but themselves.”’ 


of carnage, let there be a truce to bury the dead. 
Let the rites of a decent sepulture and words of 
happy augury not be omitted. At the gateway of 
the grave applies with peculiar force the sublime 
inculcation of Christianity: as ye would that men 
| should do to you, do ye also tothem. Eulogy 
is for the living, not for the unbearing dead. 
Hence the maxim, at once philosophic and char- 

|| itable, to remember of the var only that which 
|| is good, of fair example, encouraging emulation. 
My relations with the deceased, though not in- 

| timate, were very kind. I made his acquaintance 
| here in the House, when I saw him for the first 


time. He impressed me as being no ordinary 
;man. The hand of disease was evidently upon 


him from the first. All might see that the num- 


sense of duty. 
died with the harness on. 
self, for the time, a servant of the people, towards 
|} whom he felt that he had assumed grave obliga- 

tions. And his was no mere eye service. He 
| seemed determined only to be useful, content that 
others, if it might be, should bear the honors. Of 


who keep step as they march to the cannon’s 
mouth. It is the stuff of which martyrs and he- 
roes are made. Faithful in that which is least, 
| they would be faithful, also, in that which is 
much. 


House to a private bill in which he felt a deep in- 
| terest, and which he regarded as very just. What- 
ever may have been our several opinions as to 


now regret that we gave its advocate a hearing, 


wall, to enjoy the consciousness that he had dis- 
charged a duty. 
I shall abstain from all inquiry into his previ- 


‘¢ . : » 
ous life, and from all comment upqp his charac- 


| ter. Others there are more competent to do jus- 
tice to his memory. I purposely confine my 
|| reflections to the single trait, which has_ often 


| to what he considered his duty, not forgetting the 
| kindly and genial temper, which never deserted 
him, even in the severity of his disease, and which 
| ever gleamed out, like sunshine, from the clouds 
| that darkened the orb at his setting. The grave 
} will soon close over his mortal remains. The 
| world will go on as before. This event, except 
| by the stricken circle of his family and personal 
friends, will quickly be forgotten. Happy for 
| us, if it awaken a livelier sense of our common 
mortality. 

‘* Debemur marti nos nostraque 


Mr. GROW. 
** The battle of our life is brief— 
The alarm, the struggle, the relief— 
Then sleep we side by side. 





2 
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The earth has scarcely closed over the new- 
made grave of one of our associates, and the 
mound is not yet green that covers two of his 
compeers, and yet the council chambers of the 
Republic are again draped in mourning. 

I come now to lay my feeble offering upon the 
tomb of my colleague, with a heart filled with 
sorrow for a nation’s loss and sympathy with be- 
reaved friends. His virtues—his noble qualities, 
of both head and heart, have been portrayed by 
those who have preceded me. This is but another 
of the many instances which, in the past few 

ears, have occurred so frequently, by which the 

alls of legislation have been couvsonatine scenes 
of woe. Within the last decade of years the great 





In the warfare of life, as upon the battle-field | 


ber of his days would soon be told. Yet, day after | 
day was he at his post, confined here by his stern | 
He may almost be said to have | 
He considered him- | 


| such are the men whogo singing to the stake, and || 


One of the last public acts of the deceased, if | 
not the very last, was to call the attention of the | 


the merits of the claim, I am sure none of us will | 


and enabled him, as he turned his face to the | 


challenged my admiration: his unselfish devotion | 
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| Destroyer has wrought sad havoc among the hon- 
ored names of the Republic. 

At its beginning the cherished son of one half of 
the Confederacy, and honored everywhere for the 
vurity of his lite and brilliancy of his genius, was 
Cones in a funeral procession from the Capitol, 
and now reposes beneath the shade of his own 
palmetto. Bat a short time elapsed ere the arm 
of Death, with its iron grasp, was thrown around 
the famed orator of the West, whose magic elo- 

quence swayed half ahemisphere, and who made 

the soil of his adopted State no less illustrious and 
cherished by the lovers of genius than did the 
valor of its sons, who with their blood consecrated 
it the **dark and bloody ground.’’ Following 
close after, New England’s honored statesman 
was lulled to his last sleep by the sound he loved 
so well while living—the roar of the ocean’s 
wave. 

Ere the decade closed, Missouri was called to 
mourn her early pioneer, who, at the end of an 
eventful life, full of honors and years, at last sleeps 
on the sunset side of the ** Father of Waters.” 

‘These events following each other in rapid suc- 
cession, with many others, too numerous to men- 
tion, have separated almost the last living link 
that binds the generation of to-day with the gen- 
erations of the past. One by one these connect- 
ing links have been severed, and to-day we follow 
the bier of another of the veterans of the bygone 
generation, who, in early years, periled his life on 
the battle-fields of his country, and who spent his 
expiring strength in her service. 

‘hese events stand as monitors along the path- 
way of life’s pilgrimage, reminding us that there 
is but a breath of air and a beat of the heart be- 
tween this world and the next; that the “ path of 

| glory leads but to the grave.”’ 
* Artis long, and time is fleeting, 
| And our hearts, though strong and brave, 


Still, like muffled drums, are beating 
Funeral marches to the grave.” 


Mr.STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Mr.Speaker, 
| another of my colleagues was expected to speak 
on this occasion, but, as he is not at this moment 
m the Hall, I will say just one word. 

My acquaintance with the deceased was short. 
lt commenced with this session of Congress; but 
it did not require a long acquaintance to under- 
|| stand and appreciate his character. Such were his 
candor and sincerity that his lips uttered nothing 
but the convictions of his judgment, and the teach- 
ings of his conscience. 

Faithful to all his principles and his friends, no 
one who knew him ever feared that he would de- 
|| sert either. When he came here he was in the 

full enjoyment of vigorous health. He has been 
stricken down by his too great devotion to his 
public duties. He was an aged man, and it may 
be thought that his loss, private and public, was 
less than if cut off in the vigor of manhood. It 
may be so. Mr. Speaker, there are but few in this 
House who with me can appreciate the farce of 
that suggestion. Who can realize how unfit he 
| is, whose energies are paralyzed by age or dis- 
' ease, to mingle in the turbulent and boisterous 
arena of public life? It were, perhaps, more 
graceful for those who are conscious that age or 
| infirmity has impaired their mental or physical 
powers; who find by repeated trials that they can 
no longer bend the bow of Ulysses, to retire, and 
lay down the discus which they have not the 
strength to hurl. But even for the least of such 
there are mourners. ‘* There is a tear for all that 
|| die.’” How copiously, then, must they flow for 
| our departed friend, who was in the possession 
|| of all his faculties, and surrounded by every cir- 
| cumstance that could render old age respectable 
| and comfortable—by a devoted wife and loving 
| children! For their grief there is no earthly balm. 
| All we can do is to assure them of our sympathy 
| in their affliction. Sir, it were well if all could 
| go to his home and look upon the thousand hon- 
| est faces that will there attend his funeral, and 
| Shed tears of heart-felt grief on his humble grave. 
' How much more touching and instructive than 
| the mockery of woe which 1s displayed at the ob- 
sequies of high officials and of princes ! 


| Mr. FLORENCE. 
| has ceased, and we are engaged in the common 
| purpose and mournful duty of dropping a tear to 


Clamor is hushed, strife 


|| the memory of my deceased colleague. In that 
purpose and duty I heartily participate. 
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My acquaintance with my colleague began upon 
this floor. 
first met here, as I stretched my eyes over to that 
side of the Hall upon which he sat, they were 
directed to that seat occupied by JouHN ScHWARTZ. 


until I left him last Thursday afternoon, a warm 
personal friendship has existed between us. We 
differed somewhat as to the course we each feltit 
aduty to pursue on this floor; but the personal 
relations, the devotion of friendship, that should 
exist between us as colleagues from our cherished 
and patriotic State, were not interrupted on that 
account. 

I saw the insidious march of death, as I be- 
lieved it, seated securely in his person. I expos- 
tulated with him time and again, urging that it 
was his duty, in my judgment, to retire, for a 


On that December morning that we | 


time, to restore his shattered health. Youknow, | 


Mr. Speaker, and this House knows, that he 
remained at his post, and died a martyr to his 
duty. He had reached nearly the allotted age of 
man of ** threescore years and ten;’’ yet, who 
could mark his firm step when he entered the 
Hall, and not believe that life would be extended 
to him as long as to most of us here, and perhaps 
longer than to some? But he has gone, and we 
are left to mourn his departure and to emulate his 
virtues, trusting that 
* After life’s fitful fever he sleeps well.”’ 


But a few days ago we were engaged in the 
mournful duty of rendering funeral tribute to a 
member of this House from our sister State of New 
York; and now, and suddenly, the dark shadow 
of the wing of Death is again thrown over this 
Hall. We are here, sir, to pay the last sad trib- 
ute of respect to the memory of my venerable 
colleague, to condole with his sorely stricken fam- 
ily and sympathize with them in the mournful 
and heavy affliction laid upon them by the hand 
of God. Most sincerely do I sympathize with 
them and bear my willing testimony to his steady 
and unflinching devotion to duty. Never was 
man truer to his country in the responsible posi- 
tion he so well filled. 

The resolutions were unanimously agreed to. 

The Speaker appointed as the committee to es- 
cortthe remains of the late Hon. Joun Scnwartz, 
to Reading, Pennsylvania, Mr. Covopr, Mr. 
Tra, Mr. Winstow, Mr. Hickman, Mr. Nixon, 
and Mr. Gkanam;and thereupon,(ata quarter past 
three o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, June 22, 1860. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guriey. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of 
ree 

Mr. CHANDLER. 1 move that the reading 
of the Journal be dispensed with. 

Mr. MASON. LI object. I think it ought to 


(reese sees Oe te 
the New York annual conference of the Wesleyan 
Methodist connection of America, asking the in- 


terposition of the Federal Government in behalf |! in, and 


of Rev. Daniel Worth, Rev. John G. Fee, and || the land, because that was not 
| others, banished from or imprisoned in the States || 
From that moment I made his acquaintance; and, || 


of which they are citizens, on account of their 
views in regard to slavery; which was referred to 
| the Committee on the Judiciary. 

° 
| ROBERT JONSON. 


| On motion of Mr. LANE, the bill (H. R. No. 
| 238) for the relief of Robert Johnson was con- 
| sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 


|| poses to authorize Robert Johnston of Philadel- || the parties. 


ee to locate, on any of the public land of the 
Jnited States subject to location with military 

| bounty land warrants, the following described 
| bounty land warrants heretofore issued under the 
act of 11th of February, 1847: No. 35885, issued 
to Charles H. Burns; No. 35913, issued to John 
Hurr; No. 35918, issued to John Lehman; No. 
35919, issued to Amos Lightner; No. 37176, is- 
sued to Henry Wells; No. 38712, issued to Jesse 
C. Moore; No. 38713, issued to Thomas T. Ma- 


han; No. 38726, issued to James Smith; No. 39755, | 


| issued to James Deal; No. 39756, issued to Wil- 
liam E. Fennimore; No. 39759, issued to John C. 


r neon * , > 1 
Hardy; No. 44379, issued to Samuel K. Worms; 


No. 44698, issued to Bagshaw Barsley; No. 44853, 
issued to John Kolk; No. 44859, issued to Charles 
Corragin; No. 44875, issued to Ludolph Wede- 
meyer; No. 44876, issued to Daniel Meyer; No. 


44877, issued to Frederick Meyer; No. 44878, 


issued to Henry E. Layton; No. 44880, issued to 
Daniel Adams; No. 45729, issued to Jeremiah 
Gensmer; No. 45731, issued to George M. New- 
ell; No. 45866, issued to John Randolph; and No. 
| 55298, issued to John Wallace; the discharges 
| received by these soldiers after the conclusion of 
| their respective terms of service having, as is al- 
leged, been purchased from them for a valuable 
consideration, 
if it shall hereafier appear that these soldiers did 


not, in whole or in part, receive a fair and valua- 


| ble consideration for their discharges, it shall be 
| lawful for them, or their heirs, to assert their 
claims in a courtof law and the particular tracts 
| selected in satisfaction of the warrants are to be 
subject to such claims in law or equity, and the 
| patents which may issue for these tracts are to 
certify accordingly. Any assignment made of 
| either of the land warrants named, or the locations 
_ thereof, prior to the issuing of patents, are to be 


| absolutely null and void in Jaw and equity. 


| 
| 


| do not see why there shoul 


Mr. KING. Is there a report in that case? I 
be a necessity for 


such an act of Congress. 


4 Mr. LANE. There is a report; and if the 


be reat. The most that I have known to be done | 
in curtailing the reading of the Journal has been | 


to omit the reading of the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HALE. I want to hear those. 

The Secretary continued, and concluded the 
reading of the Journal. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills; 
which thereupon received the signature of the | 
Vice President: 

A bill (H. R. No. 500) making appropriations | 
for the naval service for the year ending the 30th | 
of June, 1861; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 501) making appropriations 
for sundry civil expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1861. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, in answer | 
to a resolution of the Senate, inquiring whether 
any orders have been issued by his directions, by 
which a preference is to be given to specified in- | 
dividuals in contracts, purchases, or in furnishing 


— which was, on motion of Mr. Davis, 
ordered to be printed. : 


PETITION. 
Mr. KING presented a petition of members of | 


Senator desires to hear it, it can be read, as it is 
short. I will simply say that this bill was re- 


_ ferred tothe Committee on Public Lands, and by 


them all the facts connected with it were carefully 
examined. They find that upon the return from 
Mexico of one of the companies of Pennsylvania 
volunteers, they went to this man, then in busi- 


' ness in Philadelphia, and sold their discharges, 


| He gave t 


and received pay in cash, and gave him a power 
of attorney to receive their bounty land warrants. 

ies a fair consideration, and each one 
of them pleced his right to a bounty warrant in 


‘| Johnson’s hands; but when he came to apply for 


the warrants, he found that he could not get them 
in hisown name, and that they must be indorsed, 
as provided by law, to enable him to locate them. 


‘The parties had scattered; it was impossible for 





him to find them. The committee were satisfied 
that this man paid for each warrant the full price 
in cash, and is entitled to it in equity; but he is 
deprived of the privilege of locating, and this bill 
that the House has passed only authorizes him 
to locate the warrants. I hope the Senate will 
pass it. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, and read the third time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) ‘The question is, Shall the bill pass? 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. It does not seem to me 
that this bill ought to pass. If [ recollect the 
laws in reference to this matter—I have had no 
opportunity of referring to them—they forbade 
the assignment, The needy soldier, it was fore- 
seen, would dispose, for a trifle, of his claim one 
ore 


| the Government. Here the sale was made be 


the warrant was issued. The ignorant soldier 
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ry . . | 
There is a proviso declaring that 
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| very possibly did not understand what eet 
| doing. In this state of the case, aspeculator ston, 
ays him full price—for what? Not = 
granted, but for 
|| th Ido not see that we should recoe. 
|| nize such a transaction. Leave this gentlen 
| to the law of Congress. If we interpose mt 
. . n erpose at all, 


the discharge. 


| it ought to be first upon an inquiry made whether 
justice has been done to the soldiers. We ought 
not to step in upon an ex parte statement of the 
speculator, and sanction his speculation, | call 
ita speculation, not that I know anything shone 
the contract, but I infer it from the character of 
the part One is a banker, a rich man, a cay. 
italist, in a greatcity; the other isa poor soldier 
just returned from the wars; and he sells, not 
| definite thing which he has in his hand, a warran, 
for land, but he sells his discharge. When the 
assignee comes with that discharge in his hand to 
' the Department, it will not command a wa 
he is not entitled to have one merely upon that. 
| But in this state of the case, we are to interpose 
| and give him the title to demand a warrant. Wa 
|| not only interpose on the wrong side, but we jy. 
_terpose fora wrong purpose. To be sure, there 
| is a reservation of the claim of the soldier; a pro- 
|| vision that if he shall ever come forward, he may 
impeach and question this transaction. Bat, sir 
|| who is he to question it with? He is to question 
| it with a man who holds the legal title to his 
|| bounty land, and he is obliged to make proof of 
| the fraud. The burden of proof rests on him, [| 
|| would sooner, if these warrants are to issue, let 
|| them issue in the name of the soldier, and then 
you give the soldier the defensive position, and 
those who claim his warrant will have the burden 
of proof. Is not that infinitely more just? [ think 
|| it is; and we are thus taking the side of the poor 
|| and ignorant, for such, from their classes, we in- 
fer them to be; and thatis the only ground on 
| which f would interpose. 
‘| Ido not mean to occupy the attention of the 
|| Senate on this subject, but simply to call this bill 
to their notice. I have never known such anap- 
plication before, nor can I see that the simple 
panenene of a soldier’s discharge is a purchase of 
is bounty land. Can you say so? Gentlemen 
should consider that. This discharge may be the 
evidence on which the man may entitle himself 
|| to pay. His name is on the roll; but to identify 
him is the thing. He is best identified by the 
possession of his discharge. What did the soldier 
sell? By the force of the terms, it does not appear 
that he sold the bounty warrant. 

Mr. LANE. I will say to the Senator, if he 
will allow me, that cach one of them did, bya 
contract in writing, sell his bounty warrant; his 
right to all the land that he was entitled to, and 
received in cash for it more than the warrant is 
worth to-day. It was nota bargain sought by 
this man at all; but it was an advance made by 
him at the request of the soldiers themselves, who 
had a claim upon the Government for a bounty 
warrant, and desired him to cash it. It was a 
very unfortunate speculation for him; for if all the 
warrants are confirmed to him, he cannot to-day 
in market sell them for the amount of money he 
paid. The whole case is in proof. Each man 
gave his power of attorney, transferring his entire 
right, and authorizing this claimant to draw the 
warrant and receive it, and locate it in his own 
name. This matter was very carefully examined 
by the Committee on Public Lente ata number of 
meetings; for they were very particular to know 
all the facts of the case, to examine all the proofs, 
to look over each power of attorney, and to see 
that the soldier had been fully protected. It was 
my wish, more perhaps than any member of 
the committee, to guard and protect the soldiers, 
and to that end I labored; but I came to the con- 
clusion, as any one who leoks over the papers 
will, that Mr. Johnson had paid in cash the full 
value of those warrants, and they acknowledged 
the payment, and heis now without any recourse 
atall, or any opportunity of getting his value for 
them, except by your giving him authoritf to lo- 
cate the warrant in his own name, as the parties 
themselves requested should be done. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Ido not doubt at all 
the perfect sincerity of the Senator from Oregon, 
and his sympathy with the soldier. It1s natural 
that he shoud have that sy mpathy it is his char- 
acter, and I believe 52 intends it. But why does 
he believe that this transaction was so entirely 


rrant; 


| 
| 
| 
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| 
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en - fir? Itis upon the evidence submitted to Con- | who sold, at the time they sold, were soldiers | ship by providing that the land should be held 
7 ses, Was it ever known that a party who || who had just been discharged from their duty in | for the benefit of the people, rather than leaving 
Bleps gr de such a speculation was not very careful that | Mexico.” These are the two circumstances of || the bill as it steod. : 
t for he writings should be properly and carefully and || suspicion. The committee have satisfied them- || Mr. TRUMBULL. As the bill is, it is for the 
t for critically drawn? Shakspeare has said “that the || selves, notwithstanding, that this was nota specu- || benefit of the inhabitants. The amendment only 
“Cog. ‘orld’s law is not the poor man’s friend;”’ and || lation of the kind that has been referred to by the directs that patents shall issue to the trustees. I 
‘man ‘e say With as perfect certainty that, whenever || Senator from Kentucky, but was a transaction in || think there will be no difficulty about it. The 
| all, + written contract is made between the poor sol- || which the purchaser paid the full value of the || bill, as it came from the House, provides that the 
ee dier and the banker upon such a transaction as | thing at the time he purchased it, and not with |) patent ‘* shail issue to the inhabitants of said con- 
mghe this, the paper willbe sure to read against the || the view of taking advantage of the soldier who || gressional township.’’ I do not think there is 
the soldier, and show a fair contract on his part. He |) sold, and that that value is more than the bounty || any more in it. I prefer that the bill should not 
a i. a poor speculator who does not see that it is | land warrants would this moment bring if put || be amended. 
. Why not go on and issue these patents in || into market. || Mr. LANE. Very well. 
. - ae al the soldiers, and then let this claim- || Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, I remember | Mr. BRAGG. The difficulty with the commit- 
ie ant go before a court of equity on these papers, || this Mr. Johnson when he was a banker in Phil- || tee was, that there were no person or persons 
ot 2 and ask them, on an examination of the caseand || adelphia. He failed in business several years || designated by the House bill to whom the patent 
ven an establishment of an equitable title, to convey |, ago. He had the reputation of being an honest || could issue, It was vague and uncertain; in other 
the the land to him. He has a fair legal remedy. | man, and I have no doubt that he bought these || words, there was no grantee. The inhabitants of 
d to Why should Congress interpose to take judicial warrants in good faith; that he paid the price at | the town can hardly receive a grant, 
ant: cognizance, as it were, of this case, where the | which they were then selling, which is much | _Mr. COLLAMER. I ask the Senator from 
hes rights of two parties are concerned, and one only || higher than the present price. It was his busi- |} [llinois, if the inhabitants of the township are by 
san is heard and the other unheard?) Why should || ness to buy land warrants, He was engaged in |) general act of the State incorporated ? 
Wa we take such a case, and place ourselves in the || that special business as a broker for several years. || Mr. PRUMBU LL. They are all incorporated. 
a: seat of judgment of the judiciary, and decide ex | In the revulsions of 1857 he failed, and has gone || Mr.COLLAMER.. Then they will take, of 
= parte that the patent for this man’s land shall go || to Missouri, where he now lives as a farmer, || course, 
on to another, leaving him a nominal right to im- | _ Mr. CRITTENDEN. Have warrants issued | Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not think there is 
hay peach the transaction in a court of mp de You jj in all these cases? _ || any importance in, or necessity for, the amend- 
sir may just as well defer it to the sound of the last | Mr. LANE. They are to be issued under this || ment, 
ion trumpet, When all men shall appear there, to make || bill. I'he amendment was rejected. 
i. hisclaim. ; || ‘The bill was passed. The bill was reported to the Senate without 
of _ Sir, there is . , legal wren oo gen ] SHELDON M’KNIGHT. | ene aveowe - a third reading, read the 
a. tleman can app y Int 1€ name 0 1€ SOldLer, an || : : = a, | third time, an passed. 
on the establishment of his claim the patent will || Mr. CHANDLER. | ask the Senate to take | ; vires . 
= issue to the soldier, and then he can, Z a suit in | up Senate bill = sabes se 7 py 7 oe send | _— DAVID ¢€ ; BRODERICK. 
nd equity and the production of this contract, if his || 2g 12 anamens mon MANS Sy SNe SACue of Kep- || Mr. LA'THAM submitted the following reso- 
len claim be a fair and equitable one, get a decree, || resentatives. It will not take any time. || lution; which was referred to the Cagmmittee to 
ok after both parties shall have been heard by the |! The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- || Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 
a chancellor. There is nothing more just and plain || ceeded to consider the amendment of the House | the Senate: 
in- than that this man ought to be left to his legiti- ot Representatives to the bill (S. No. 30) for the || Resolved, That the Secretary ot the Senate be, and he is 
at mate rights before a court of justice, and that mp8 of reyes ‘> Knight, which was to Insert Petco, oe to pay — = Oe eae a “ ~ 
° “a : * , Ee » : Senate, t * assignee on. Dav ‘ . de- 
Congress ought not to interpose in favor ofa claim at ; as the . : . a cane ini Scam ad oad Soteak Menten ao ae of 
he accompanied by so many circumstances that Jus- , Provided, hat the — allow ed by virtue of this act || compensation due the deceased at the time of his death. 
i] tify and warrant suspicion. But no matter how || — not in any wise exceed $45,000. | PXECUTIVE BUSINESS 
p- free from suspicion, it is not our business to in- |! The amendment was concurred in. } ; es sCUTIVE BUSINESS. 
BE Sees emetnc memes.) scmnossimem names. —_| ir. MASON, } pore peppan aaa 
( stice. | orders, with a view - . ee 
- Mr. POLK. I think it due to this claimant to || Mr. TRUMBULL, I move to take up House tion of &xecutive business, | 
he say a word in this case. I donot know him; but bill No. 424, for the relief of a township in the | Mr. YULEE. lask the Senator to let me take 
if since Congress has been its session, about a month || State of Illinois. It will take but a moment, ||.up the post route bill first. eh 
fy and a half ago, I received a letter from him. He Mr. YULEE. I hope the Senator will with- || “Mr. k1T'CH. I wish the Senator from Virginia 
A resides now in Jefferson county, in the State of draw his motion. I am very desirous to take up || would fix a certain hour for executive business, 
er Missouri. At the time the claim was presented, || the post route bill. || and permit us to make reports in the mean ume. 
- he was a citizen of Pennsylvania. I inquired,in || Mr. TRUMBULL. This bill will take but a ||} Mr. MASON. If I can retain the motion before 
regard to him, of one of my colleagues in the other ||) moment. There can be no objection to it. Itis || the Senate, and give way temporarily to allow 
1e House, in whose district he resides, and then I || for the relief of a township where the sixteenth | reports to be made, I have no objection. 
a inquired in regard to the claim. He wasa banker || section has been appropriated to other purposes. || The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor.) 
‘8 atthe time of this transaction. He has since | [** All right!’’] || The motion of the Senator from Virginia is pend- 
d been unfortunate, and is how living in some poor, The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. || ing; but, by unanimous consent, the Senator from 
5 obscure way in Jefferson county, Missouri, I be- | No. 424) for the relief of congressional township || Indiana can submit his report. 
y lieve, engaged in farming. I mentioned thiscase || number six south, of range number eight west, Mr. YULEE. I object. 
y to the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, | in Randolph county, State of Illinois, was con- || The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
0 Rosert Jounson, of Arkansas, who has the same || sidered as in Committee of the Whole. Inasmuch |} tion is on proceeding to the consideration of ex- 
y name, and he told me he would scrutinize it very || as section number sixteen, in township number || ecutive business, 
. carefully, because the man bore the same name || six south, of range number eight west, in Ran- || Mr. YULEE. I hope the Senate will notagree 
9 with himself. I told him, of course, that I wished || dolph county, Illinois, is covered by a private || to the motion of the Senator from Virginia. The 
y him to do so. From a conversation with the || claim No. 2050, by reason of which the section || business of legislation should take precedence of 
e chairman of that committee, I am satisfied he || has been lost to the township for school purposes, || executive business, because this body alone has 
1 came to the conclusion that the claim was just; || it is proposed to authorize the school trustees for || the function to attend to executive business when- 
. and before doing so, the very first step he took || the township to select three quarter sections of || everit may beconvenient; but we require the con- 
° was to refer the whole of these papers to the Com- || land in equal subdivisions, of any of the public || current action of another branch in matters of 
: missioner of the General Land Office. He be- || lands of the United States subject to entry or sale |} legislation, and we have but two days remaining. 
i came satisfied, first, that this gentleman, at the || at the minimum price of $1 25 per acre. When || I hope, therefore, the Senate-will not agree to the 
f time he made this purchase, made it more out of || it shall have been selected by the trustees, and a || motion of the Senator from Virginia, but will 
, consideration for the circumstances in which the || description returned to and approved by the Com- || take up the post route bill. ; 
discharged soldiers were found than for the pur- || missioner of the General Land Office, a patent is ||} Mr. MASON. I make the motion only in dis- 
; pose of making a speculation; next, that he paid || to issue to the inhabitants of the township, to be || charge of the duty that devolves on me. I am 
' for the papers a full value—more than they would |) held and disposed of by them for the use of schools | satisfied, and doubtless the Senate is, that unless 
, bring at this time; next, that the Government of ‘| within thé{township in the same manner as other || we do give this day to executive business, we 
the United States is in duty bound to give this || school lands are held and disposed of. shall be detained here in executive session after 
; land to whoever is entitled to receive jt; that is, || The Committee on Public Lands reported an || the adjournment of Congress. If that is the pleas- 
the Government of the United States has had as || amendment, to strike out the words ‘ thereof to || ure of the Senate, I have no objection. 
great a consideration in this instance as in any || the’’ after the word ‘issue,’’ and insert ‘* there- Mr. YULEE. If the Senate is very desirous 
other; that this party is the representative, by || for to the said land to the said trustees for the use || to go into executive session, I shall not object; 
virtue of a fair purchase, of those soldiers, and || of the.” but I will say that I shall hope, at an eafly se 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


that was the thing that was particularly inquired | 
into. The soldiers are scattered abroad—some of | 


I trust the amendment |} after we have gone into executive session, we may 


them, perhaps, not to be found, some of them 
may be dead—and the surest way and the shortest 
way of doing justice is, to pass this bill as it came 
from the House in behalf of this gentleman. 
Now, Mr. President, I do not know what cir- 


cumstances of suspicion there are in this case || bill so amended, I am sure I shall not insist upon 
beyond the fact that the man who purchased was, | 
at the time he purchased, a banker; and the men |) they would better protect the people of that town- 


will not be agreed to. It amends the bill as to the || return into open session for the purpose of taking 
person to whom the patent shall go. I do not || up this bill. 
think there is any importance in it. I have no Mr. MASON. 
objection to the amendment, except that it sends || put. 
the bill back to the House.¢ Mr. GWIN. If the Senator from Florida gives 

Mr. LANE. If the Senator does not want the || up the chance to take up the post route bill now, 
he will not get it up this session. If the motion 
of the Senator from Virginia is agreed to, we shall 
be in executive session all day. 


I hope the question will be 





it. I will only say, that the committee thought 
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Mr. YULEE. It depends on the importance 
of the business whether the Senate will continue 
in executive session. -I hope it may be of such 


a nature as will not oblige us to remain very long. | 


Mr. DAVIS. I understood the proposition of 
the Senator from Virginia was to suspend his 


motion to go into executive session, to enable | 
Senators to make reports from committees. I do || 


not see why we should discuss the question of 
how long we shall be in executive session, while 
it is proposed to suspend that motion to enable 
a Senator to make a report from a committec, 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Flor- 
ida is undoubtedly right; we certainly had better 
first dispose of legislative matters that go to the 


other House. We are toadjourn on Monday. I 


trust the post route bill will be taken up. ‘It is 
not a bill that gives rise to much discussion. An 


hour hence we can go into executive session. I | 
am us anxious as the Senator from Virginia is to | 


close the session, and not to be detained here 
after Monday; but I think we shall best accom- 
plish that by disposing of the legislative business 
that is ready to be disposed of; and if we come to 
a question that is going to give rise to debate, 1 
shall be willing to vote with the Senator from 
Virginia for an executive session. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
fore the Senate whether or not we shall go into 
executive session ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The question 


now before the Senate is on postponing all prior | 


orders for the purpose of proceeding to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Then that is debatable. 

The PRBSIDING OFFICER. 
able. 

Mr. COLLAMER. [ask these questions, be- 
cause I understood from the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi that he hardly thought the question was 
debatable. 


Mr. DAVIS. No; but the request made by | 


the Senator from Indiana was to suspend the con- 
sideration of the question whether the Senate 
would go into executive session, to enable him to 
make a report. 


Mr. YULEE. I withdraw the objection which | 


I made to the report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Vermont is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It seems to me that the 
question now presented to us for consideration 
involves this: whether we shall do our legislative 
business while the House is in session, before 
Monday, or whether we shall take this time for 


executive business, which can be done after Con- | 


— adjourns, and let the congressional business 
ve undone. That seems to me to be the issue. I 
will state it again, that we shall try the experi- 
ment of attempting to do our executive business 


now, in order to save the Senate from sitting after | 


Monday, and neglect that business which can be 


done only while Congress isin session; or, on the | 


other hand, whether we shall do congressional 
business while Congress is in session, and do our 


executive business afterwards; or do the execu- | 


tive business before the adjournment, if we shall 
find time todo it. That is the issue. To my 
mind it is a clear case that we should not go into 

xecutive session now, at this stage of the ses- 
sion, but do the necessary fegislative business 


first; and if there be time to do executive busi- | 


ness before the adjournment of Congress, we can 


do it; but if not, we can do it after the adjourn- | 


ment of Congress. 


Mr. MASON. All [ wanted to bring to the || 


attention of the Senate was the fact that there is 
business to be done in executive session which 


requires time and deliberation. If it is the pleas- | 


ure of the Senate to postpone it until the adjourn- 
mentof Congress, none will acquiesce more cheer- 


fully than I shall; but I think it my duty to | 


bring the fact before the Senate, and let them 
decide it. I hope the question will be put. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I have not the least objec- | 


tion to the gentleman presenting the question in 
that way. I only wanted to state what I thought 
was involved in the issue. 

Mr. BIGLER. The position of the Senator 
from Virginia is a perfectly fair one. I think we 
ought to test the determination of the Senate on 
the motion which he has submitted, and I agree 


with the view taken by the Senator from Vermont, || 


that we ought to decide against going into execu- 


Is the question now be- | 


It is debat- |! 
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tive session with a view of proceeding with legis- 
lative business. For my part I do not think that 


those matters which I feel bound to insist, as one 
of the members of this body, shall be completed 
before the day already fixed for adjournment. 
But be this as it may, I think we should proceed 
with legislative business, and if necessary, we can 
have an executive session after the adjournment 
of Congress. 
|| this hour relating to the local affairs of Philadel- 
| phia, which is er important to that city; and I 
|| cannot agree to the mouon to go into executive 
session, and especially to spend the day with no 
chance of getting at a measure of thatkind. Then 
there is another measure which may occupy a 
|, short time: House bill No. 338, regulating the 
|| tariff, which I should prefer to have disposed of. 
I think these are reasons sufficient to defeat the 
proposition of the Senator from Virginia. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Virginia to 
| postpone the prior orders, and proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business 
|| ‘The motion was not agreed to. 
| 


REPORTS OF A COMMITTEE, 


Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred a motion to print the report 
of the Secretary of the Interior, relative to con- 
tracts for the construction of the Patent Office 
building, reported in favor of printing the usual 
number; and the report was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 


the results of surveys made by Captain Ringgold, 


Archipelago of the Pacific ocean, asked to be dis- 
| charged from its further consideration; which was 
| agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Theron Hamilton, of 
| Burlington, Michigan, praying Congress to have 

five thousand copies of the Declaration of Inde- 

pendence and Washington’s Farewell Address 

printed together and distributed, asked to be dis- 
|| charged trom its further consideration; which was 
| agreed to, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a motion to print the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy, communicating the report 
/of Captain Ringpold's surveys of the passage 
through the Coral Arehipelago of the Pacific 
ocean, asked to be discharged from its further 

consideration; which was agreed to. 
|| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred a motion to print the report of the 
| Secretary of the Interior in relation to bids and 
|| contracts for fitting up the east and west saloons 
of the Patent Office with model cases and galle- 
ries, reported in favor of printing the usual num- 
ber; and the report was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
| House had concurred in the report of the com- 
| mittee of conference on the bill (S. No. 104) for 
the final adjustment of private land claims in the 
States of Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mis- 
sourl, and for other purposes. 


The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the following enrolled 
bills and joint resolutions; which thereupon re- 
ceived the signature of the Vice President: 

A bill (S. No. 104) for the final seflfement of 
»rivate land claims in the States of Florida, Louis- 
iana, and Missouri, and for other purposes; 

A bill (S. No. 9)to amend * An act for extend- 
ing the laws and judicial system of the United 
| States to the State of Oregon, and for other pur- 
poses,”’ 

A bill (S. No. 291) for the relief of Mary Pres- 
| ton, widow of George Preston; 

A bill (S. No. 190) in relation to the mission 
claims at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan; 

A bill (S. No. 347) to declare the meaning of 


| ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


-- 


| 
| 
i 
| 








| the act entitled “*Ana&® making further provisions 
for the satisfaction of Virginia land warrants,”’ 
|| passed August 31, 1852; 

A bill (S. No. 411) to authorize the settlement 
\\ of the accounts of Edward Ely, deceased, late 


we can go into executive session with justice to | 


Ther@is a measure on the table at | 


was referred the memorial of the marine under- | 
writers of New York, praying the publication of 


of the Navy, of the passages through the Coral || 














une 22. 


| consul of the United States at Bombay, on Pg 
> > . ° , prin- 
| ciples of justice and equity; 
A bill (S. No. 444) to change the time 
| ing courts in the northern district of Flo 
| A bill (S. No. 452) for the relief of § 
Gray; 

A bill (S. No. 488) in relation to malicious in 
juries to, and trespasses upon, public and : 
ror within the District of Columbia; 
| A bill (S. No. 494) amendatory of an act ap. 
} ae June 14, 1858, for the relief of Sherlock & 
| Shirley; 

Be ball (S. No. 
| Waldo; 
| A bill (S. No. -) to amend an act entitled 
‘“‘An act for giving effect to certain treaty stipula- 
tions between this and foreign Governments oe 
, the apprehension and delivery up of certain offend. 
| ers; 
| __A bill (S. No. 500) for the relief of Lieutenant 
William A. Winder, of the United States Army: 
| <A bill (S. No. 507) for the relief of the Califor. 
| nia Stage Company; 
| A bill (S. No. 508) for the relief of William 
| Nelson; 
| __A bill (S. No. 509) to grant to the city of Port 
| Huron, Michigan, a part of the military reserya- 
| tion of Fort Gratiot, for the enlargement of the 
| city cemetery at that place; 
|| _ A joint resolution (S. No. 36) for the restora- 
| tion of Lieutenant Augustus 8. Baldwin to the 
| active list from the leave of absence list of the 
| Navy; and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 41) for the relief of 

|| Arthur Edwards and his associates. 


| PRINTING OF A REPORT. 


of hold. 
rida; 
ylvester 


Private 


495) for the relief of David 








On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, That the reports of the Secretary of the Navy 

| and other papers relative to the proceedings under the act 
of January 28, 1857, authorizing the establishing of a 
Navy depot on Blythe Island, at Brunswick, on the coast 





of Georgia, and for other purposes, be printed. 
PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. FITCH. The Committee on Printing, to 
whom was referred the joint resolution (S. No. 
| 46) supplementary to the joint resolution in rela- 
tion to the public printing, approved , 1860, 
have directed me to report it back for the action 
of the Senate. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator ask for its present consideration ? 
Mr. FITCH. 1 ask for the present consider- 


ation of the resolution. If it is to pass, it ought 


| 
| 
to pass at once, 
| 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection to the present consideration of 
the resolution. . 

The resoiution was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It provides that, instead of the 
Superintendent of Public Printing, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Interior to contract 
for the erection or purchase of the necessary build- 
ings, machinery, and materials to carry into effect 
the provisions of the first section of the joint res- 
olution in relation to the public printing, approved 
, 1860. 
| Mr. ANTHONY. I think thatif we are going 
| to try the experiment of a Government printing 
| establishment, it had better be conducted in the 
| manner proposed by the friends of that measure. 
| This joint resolution proposes to take from the 
| Superintendent of Public Printing, a very faithful 
| and efficient officer acting under the direction of the 
| Joint Committee on Printing of the two Houses, 
| the erection of the building and the purchase of 
he machinery, and to give it to the Secretary of 
| the Interior. It seems to me that the original 
| joint resolution placed this in the proper hands. 
|The Superintendent of the Public Printing is a 
| practical printer. He has been in office for some 
| time. He is acquainted, much better than any 
| Cabinet officer can be, with the wants of such an 

establishment and the extent of it; and I do not 
see how there can be any danger to the public 
interests in trusting this matter to his action, un- 





der the direction of the joint committee of the two 
Houses. I hope the Senate will allow this exper- 
iment to be tried, and be tried in the way which 
the friends of the project think will be most likely 
to conduct it to success. I hope, therefore, this 
joint resolution will not be passed. 

Mr. DAVIS. The joint resolution, as adopted, 
was a departure from the universal principle in 
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yrGovernment of checks and balances—it threw 
ir rything into one scale. TI 0 | 
the purchase or the construction of the building 


ander the Secretary of the Interior. The check | 
ypon the Secretary of the Interior would still be | 
the Superintendent of Printing and the Commit- | 
we on Printing. Otherwise it all passes into the | 


hands of the Superintendent of Printing, with a 
eortof nominal control of the c.mmittee. Itseems 
to me entirely proper, if we are to builda house, 
that it shall be m the charge of some one who is 


under general supervision and general direction; | 


whereas the Superintendent of Printing is under 
nobody. The President appoints him; the Senate 
confirms him; he is a sort of independent officer 
in the Government, whose business certainly 
would not lead him to any particular knowledge 
either of houses or the building of houses. I think, 
therefore, it is proper to make this amendment. 
Mr. KING. A good deal of the difficulties that 
have grown out of this printing matter have been 


from the influence and interest exercised by the || 


Cabinet officers. That has been the subject of 


complaint, and I think justly. As 1 understand || 
this resolution, it transfers this matter entirely to | 


the Secretary of the Interior. I will say, and it 
is due to the present Secretary of the Interior, 
from the long acquaintance which I have had with 
him, to say, that] have confidence in him as a fair 
and honest man. 


duties; I regard him as an honest man; but this 


is referred to him as an officer of the Cabinet. I | 


think it better that the law should stand as it is, 
and that the matter should not be under the con- 
trol of an Executive Department. It is referred 
to the Secretary of the Interior, absolutely and 
entirely, as L understand the resolution. I prefer 


another mode of doing the printing; but, as the || 


bill passed, it was put under the Superintendent 
of Public Printing, subject to the advice and con- 
trol of the joint committee of the two Houses. | 
think that a better body than to refer it to a Cab- 
inet officer. 

Mr. DAVIS. The only matter which itis pro- 


posed to leave to the Secretary of the Interior, is | 


che purchase or the building of a house, with the 
nachinery for printing init. It has nothing to 


lo with the printing, though the Senator from | 
It does not relate | 


New York argued as if ithad. 
atallto the printing. Theexplanatory act touches 


only the building—the purchase or the construc- | 


tion of it. 


Mr. KING. Will the Senator state what the | 


obiect of the purchase of this building is, and of 
this machinery and types? 

Mr. DAVIS. For a printing office. 

Mr. KING. Exactly. Is it to do any printing? 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator is so careless of 
his own position as not to have read the joint res- 


olution adopted by the Senate and the House, and | 
not to know that there is nothing except that por- | 


tion to which this explanatory resolution refers, 
itis hardly incumbent upon me to explain. The 
section to which this amendatory resolution is 
proposed has nothing to do with the printing; it 
refers only to the preparing or purchase of a 
house. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I will ask, for information, 


if it does not cover the type and printing mate- 
rials? 


Mr. DAVIS. [I should think it covered the pur- | 


chase or preparation of a house, with a press in 
it,and with the materials necessary for printing; 
either the purchase of a printing establishment, 
or the construction of a house, and putting a press 
and type into it. If it be preferred to leave the 
purchase of the type and material in the hands of 
the Superintendent of Printing, as a practical 
printer, very well. 
Mr. COLLAMER. 
to the gentleman’s mind, as it has to mine, that, 
perhaps, the Superintendent of Printing would 


be a better agency for the purchase of printing | 


materials than a Cabinet officer. 

Mr. DAVIS. I grant you it may be so. The 
amendatory resolution is directed either to the 
purchase or the construction of a house. That 
1s the object. Lexplained, when I first rose, why 


I thought it proper that it should notall be thrown | 


into the hands of one officer, and that officer 
selected by act of Congress, who, however ex- 


pert he may be in printing and in printing mate- | 


rials, is not supposed to be equally expert in 


This proposes to put | 


| purpose in view. 


I think Jacob Thompson is || 
entitled to confidence in the discharge of public 





|| are not prepared to reflect upon it. 





ST 


I suppose it would occur | 








| judging of a house or building a house. It does 


not belong necessarily to the pursuit of a Printer 
that he should know about building, or be a judge 
of building, and the explanatory legistation is di- 
rected to that purpose only; and if the Senator 
from New York had read it, instead of going off 
in his zeal to make an unnecessary fling at the 
Cabinet and the present Administration, I think 


| it likely he would have been saved all his remarks. 


Mr. CAMERON. Itscems to me to be en- 
tirely wrong to change the officer whé is to have 
charge of the furnishing of this building for the 
I disagree with the Senator 
from Mississippi entirely in this matter. 1 think 
the Superintendent of Printing is not only better 


| acquainted with printing, and therefore better 
| fitted for purchasing printing materials, but that | 


he is also better fitted to have a printing office built 
than the Secretary of the Interior, or any other 
person not acquainted with such a building can 
be. A printing office is a peculiar sort of build- 
ing; it requires a great deal more light than any 
other building. There is a peculiarity in its con- 
struction. There are very few well-built print- 


| ing offices in the country; very few inthe world. 


The one now here, belonging to Mr. Wendell, is 


the best arranged printing office, in every partic- | 


ular, in the world. I do not see what peculiar 
qualification Mr. Thompson, honest and honor- 
able gentleman as he js, can have for building a 


| these alone, were the motives which induced me, 
/ as an individual, to impose upon him the duties 


printing office. He knows nothing about the busi- | 


chitecture or building. Altogether, I think it is 
wrong to bring in this question now, consuming 


the time at this momentof the session which can | 
be so much better employed, and when Senators | 


I think we 
had better leave the subject where we left it the 
other day. 


Mr. DAVIS. I hope the Senator from Penn- 


| sylvania will allow me to say to him that I do 
| not bring it in at the last moment. 
|| in immediately after the former bill passed, the 


I brought it 


very next day; and that itis thus late in being 


| brought before the Senate results from its having 


been sent to a committee; and it is now brought 
back. 

Mr. FITCH. The range which the debate has 
taken compels me to make some explanatory re- 
marks in relation to this matter. 1 reported this 


it is now proposed shall be discharged by another 
officer of the Government. 

Mr.COLLAMER, Let meask why this change 
has been proposed ? 

Mr. FITCH. I cannot pape. for I do not 
know. The checks upon him by the original law 
are,in my estimation, amply sufficient. The prin- 
cipal check ig the Joint Committee on Printing. 
We know how that committee is constituted, and 
must be during this Congress—one half Opposi- 
tion, one half Democratic. We have in that fact 
alone a sufficient guarantee that neither political 
party, as represented in this branch or the other, 
nor the political parties throughout the country, 
can charge that this is a partisan measure. It will 
go into operation, then, under auspices almost 
wholly different from any great governmental 
scheme of such a nature which has been maugu- 
rated for years past. It will have nothing of par- 
t'sanship about it. [ desired to avoid anything of 


| that kind, and therefore not to associate any Cab- 


inet officer with it, unless it became absolutel 
essential. But, at the same time, I repeat, I shalt 
not object to this joint resolution. It places the 
initiation of the new plan in the hands of an of- 


| ficer of equal honesty, integrity, and capacity, 
res with any citizen of the United States— 


| ness of printing, and he knows nothing of ar- || 


cannot speak in too exalted terms of his char- 
acter in that respect—yet he is unskilled in mat- 
ters pertaining to printing; he is a member of the 
Cabinet, and the connection of his name with it 
will give the new system the appearance of being 
an Administration measure. 

I handed this joint resolution, as I have already 


| stated to the Senate, to the Superintendent of 


| views. 
| I ask the Clerk to read. 


joint resolution back at the earliest possible mo- | 


ment. It was only referred to the committee, I 
think, the day before yesterday. 


I sought, yes- | 


terday, to get an opportunity to report it back. | 


My object in moving its reference to the Commit- 


tee on Printing was simply this: the joint reso- | 


lution contained a seeming reflection on the Super- |} , Af t 
: || ability, and with an eye single to the interests of the Gov- 


intendent of Public Printing—a reflection which, 


although I know it was notdesigned, yet appeared | 


to be involved, and there was nothing in his past 
official career justifying a shadow of suspicion of 
his integrity. The select committee of the Senate, 
who had had his conduct under investigation, 
had so reported. My official intercourse with him 
has convinced me of that fact. 1 desired that his 
attention should be called to this proposed amend- 
ment of the former joint resolution; and upon its 
being referred to the committee, I submitted it to 
him. For myself, I see no insurmountable objec- 
tion to the joint resolution; yet it is in opposition 
to certain views which I had entertained in report- 
ing the resolution of which it isexplanatory. It 
is well known that the present system of public 
printing is visited with a vast amount of odium, 
and probably in part correctly. That odium has 
been increased by the connection of Government 
officers with the printing; by the manner in which 
the profits have been distributed to favorite par- 
tisans, and by those partisans for political pur- 
poses. I desire to relieve the new system of the 


possibility o®any suspicion being attached to it | 


of its being an Administration measure. 


I sup- | 


posed I should entitle myself to the thanks of the | 


Administration for disconnecting it entirely from | 


the printing. 

The office duties of the Superintendent are of a 
mixed character. 
legislation, although he is appointed by the Pres- 


ident. The law compels the President to appoint | 


to this office a practical printer. He being a prac- 
tical printer, 1 supposed he would be the best 
judge of the capacity and the interior arrange- 


ment of a building, as well as of the kind and | 
quantity of material to put within it. These, and | 


They pertain mostly to our | 


| 
| 
| 


Public Printing, for the purpose of obtaining his 
His views are contained in a letter which 
It will be seen that he is 


/ anxious to be relieved from the duty imposed 





upon him by the joint resolution formerly passed. 

The Secretary read the following letter: 

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC PRINTING, 
June 21, 1860. 

Sir: In accordance with your request, | have examined 
the joint resolution supplementary to the joint resolution 
in relation to the public printing. It proposes to substitute 
the Secretary of the Interior for the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Printing, as the oflicer who shall “ contract for the erec- 
tion or purchase of the necessary buildings, machinery, and 
materials for the execution of the public printing and bind- 
ing; said contract to be subject to the approval of the Joint 
Committee on Printing of the two Houses of Congress.”’ 

I can see no possible objection to the supplementary joint 
resolution, and should be gratified at its passage. The pres- 
ent duties of my office are sufficiently laborious and re- 
sponsible, and I have no wish to add to them one which 
will be both onerous and embarrassing. If its execution is 
devolved upon me, however, I shall discharge it to my best 


ernment. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

JOHN HEART, Superintendent. 
Hon. G. N. Fircn, Chairman Committee on Printing of the 

Senate of the United States. 

Mr. FITCH. I have no desire to consume the 
time of the Senate, at this hour of the session, in 
debating the measure. The officer who is now 
charged with the duty desires to be relieved; and 
I see no objection to relieving him, except the fear 
of the partisan character which may then be given 
to the measure; and, of course, to that I cannot 


| be expected to interpose any political objections. 


Mr. DAVIS. I will say that, in offering this 
explanatory resolution, it was not designed by me 


at all to reflect upon the Superintendent of Public 
| Printing, a gentleman whom I have known for a 


long time, and whom I regard very highly. 

Mr. WILSON. I doubt whether it is worth 
while for us to spend one moment of our time in 
considering this resolution. 1 doubt the expedi- 
ency of making the proposed change. The mat- 
ter seems to be well enough now. I move, there- 
fore, to lay this resolution on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to inquire whether, 
if the resolution is really objected to, it can be 
passed to-day, under the rules? 

Mr. DAVIS. It was introduced some days 
ago, and referred to a committee, and has been 
reported back by the committee to-day; so that 
one objection cannot prevent its consideration. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
upon Mr. Wirson’s motion, resulted—yeas 18, 
nays 23; as follows: 

YVEAS—Mesers. Anthony, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, 
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Collamer, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, | 


Hale, Harlan, King, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trum 
bull, and Wilson—1&. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bigier, Bragg, Brown, Davis, Fitch, 
Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, 
iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, 
Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Rice, Toombs, Wigfall, and 
Vulee—23. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move to strike out from 
this resolution the words directing ¢he Secretary 
of the Interior to purchase the machinery and the 
materials for the printing. It seems to me that 
had better certainly be lett to the Superintendent 
of Printing. 

Mr. DAVIS. If I have the power to do so, I 
will accept that amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fitrzpar- 
rick in the chair.) 
voted upon by the Senate. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. KING. j 
was that there had been already proof that there 
was a great deal of impropriety of conduct, to 


The amendment must be | 


My objection to this resolution | 


say the least, resulting from a control of the Cab- | 


inet, of the Aministration here, over the profits 
and the business of public printing, and I had 


hoped they would have been willing to be relieved | 


from any care over or charge of it. The majority 
of the Senate may do as they please with this 
matter; but [ regret to see this supplementary 
resolution, the only object of which is to take 


5 = - ‘ 
away the control of this matter from the Super- | 


intendent of Public Printing and the committees 
of the two Houses, and carry it back to the Cab- 
inet, to the Administration. That is my objee- 
tion to it, and itis one which will induce me to 
vote against this resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS. The objection really has nothing 


init. The Senator speaks of a Superintendent | 
of Printing, when the question before us is in re- | 


lation to a house. Is he the superintendent of 
the construction and purchase of houses ? Or does 
the Senator from New York choose to pervert 
from its plain meaning the proposition before us? 
Mr. KING. 
sippl ts mistaken. 
Mr. DAVIS. Mistaken in what? 
Mr. KING. But 1 know it is a hopeless task 
to convince him of such a fact. 
The resolution, as amended, was ordered to be 


engrossed for a third reading, and was read the | 


third time. 

Mr. YULEE called for the yeas and nays upon 
its passage; and they were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 21, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Brown, Davis, Fitzpat- 
rick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, 
Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mason, 
Pearce, Rice, Toombs, Wigfall, and Yulee—21. 

NAYS—Mesers. Anthony, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, 
Coilamer, Doolittde, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Simmons, Sumner, Ten 
Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—20. 


Sp the joint resolution was passed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr: YULEE. I move, now, that the Senate 


bill. shall have a good many amendments to 


offer to it, and it is very desirable that it should || 


reach the House as early as possible. 

Mr. BIGLER. ‘The Senator from Florida is 
aware of a local bill relating to the city of Phila- 
delphia 

Mr. YULEE. Let the post route bill be taken 
up, and then L will yield it informaily, and allow 
that bill to be considered. 

Mr. KING. I insist on the rezular order of 
business. I insist on the public bill, 

Mr. IVERSON. The question is a debatable 
one, I believe. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) It is. 

Mr. IVERSON. I propose to debate it for a 
few minutes, at least. | hope the motion will not 
prevail, but that the Senate will proceed to the 
special order, which is the teniilonaon of the 
Private Calendar, I desire simply that the Pri- 
vate Calendar shall be taken up and House bills 
alone considered. If we do not consider them 





to-day, they never will be considered during the || 
The House of Representatives | 


resent session. 


take a House bill No. 714, which is the post route | 


| 
| 
| 


ave acted upon all the Senate private bills which | 
have been sent to them; and now, as an act of || 
courtesy to the House, I think we ought to recip- || 


I think the Senator from Missis- || 


| 


} 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| Pennsylvania. 


_and I therefore do not object because of the res- | 





| will not consider an 


| 


| bills. 


| 
| 





rocate it, and act on all private bills which they 
have senttous. Besides, itis an act of justice to 


| those parties who have got their bills through the | 


House of Representatives, and unless we act on | 


| them to-day, they cannot be acted upon at all. | 


The President will not consider them unless they | 
are passed to-day. He has so announced. He 

private bill that is sent to | 
him after to-day. If, therefore, the friends of | 
those private bills which come from the House of 
Representatives are disposed to do justice to pri- | 
vate claimants, let us take up the House private | 
There are only some forty-six of them, | 
and it is not probable that many of them will give 
rise to debate. We shall get Saas with them 
in the course of two or three hours, and then I 
shall be willing to take up the post route bill. | 
To-morrow will be time enough for that. The 
President will have no difficulty in signing that 
bill whenever it goes to him; but the private bills 
will all go by the board, unless the Senate takes 
up the Private Calendar to-day. I shall not ask 
for the consideration of any Senate bill. It is 
unnecessary to spend time on the Senate private 
bills now; but I trust, as an act of justice to pri- | 
vate claimants who have had their bills passed | 
through the Hlouse of Representatives, as an act | 
of courtesy to the House, who have acted on our 
bills, that we shall take them up and acton them. 
| hope, therefore, the motion of the Senator from 
Florida will not prevail. 

Mr. YULEE. I think it would be much more 
courteous to the House of Representatives for 
us to act first on their bills which will require 
their further consideration. Upon this bill there | 
will be necessarily numerous amendments which 
would properly have been attached to the Post 
Office appropriation bill for 1861, but that it was | 
thought best by the Senate to pass that bill with- 
out amendment. It is, therefore, desiralle, and | 
certainly I should think it would be muca more 
acceptable to the House, that we should act first 
upon this bill, because upon private bills we can 
act afterwards at any me when it may be con- 
venient to the Senate. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


take up for consideration the post route bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope the Senator will now 
consent to take up the bill which relates to the 
construction of public buildings in Philadelphia. 

Mr. YULEE. I will not object to the Sena- 
tor’s desire if there be unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
can be entertained only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BIGLER. I move to take up House bill 
No. 814. 

Mr. KING. What is the bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the tide of the bill for information. 

The Secretary. The bill (H. R. No. 814) is | 
a bill providing for the erection of a post office in | 
the city of Philadelphia. 

Mr. CLARK. IL object. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Objection being 
made, the motion cannot be entertained. 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope there will be no objec- 
tion. This is sheerly a local matter of great in- | 
terest to the city of Philadelphia. I should like to | 
know whence the objection comes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 'The Chair will | 
repeat the inquiry to satisfy the Senator from 
Is objection made to taking up | 
House bill No. 814? 

Mr. CLARK. I object. 

Mr. BRAGG. lL ask permission to introduce | 
a resolution for reference to the Committee on | 
Contingent Expenses. | 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I object to all business ex- 
cept that which is before the Senate. I think we | 
consume more time in this way than we gain. | 

Mr. BRAGG. Let the resolution be read: it | 
will not take a moment. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know what it is, 





| 


olution; but the Senator from North Carolina | 
must see that, at this stage of the session, when | 
we get up a public bill, we ought to proceed with | 
it; and if one Senator asks to postpone it, and 
another wants unanimous consent to bring in 
something else, time is consumed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator object to the reception of the resolution? 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The question || 
is on the motion of the Senator from Florida to |} 





June 


29 
—) 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I object, not on accons, 

of this resolution, but I insist upon going ag 

ularly. = 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bi) (H 
R. No. 714) establishing certain Post routes i, 
before the Senate as in Committee of the Who. 
The question is on the amendments reported = 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
which will be read. *s 

Mr. YULEE. I will statefor the information 
of the Senate, that returning to an ancient and | 
think very good usage, I sent the bill, which ¢ 
from the House of Representatives, estab|is 
post routes, to the Department, to be reviewed. 
and such alterations have been made there oe 
were, in their opinion, necessary; mostly by strik. 
| ing out routes already in existence, and by mod- 
| ifying others, so as to accomplish the best seryjce. 
| and the same course was adopted with routes pro- 
pease by Senators. I make this explanation 

vecause probably there are more alterations in 
the House bill, in the routes proposed by the 

House, than has been usual heretofore. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the amendments. 

Mr. YULEE. It is hardly necessary to read 
the amendments as to routes, unless some Senator 
desires to hear them. The first section of the bij] 
simply establishes post routes, to which we haye 


ame 
hing 





| added such as were desired by Senators, and which 
1 


the committee thought proper to adopt. It js 
neither very useful nor interesting, I imagine, to 
read the first section of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the first amendment. 

The Secretary read it. It is to strike out of the 
proposed routes in Alabama: 

* From Eufaula, Barbour county, via Buford, Texasville, 
Clopton, Skippersville, Ozark, and Daleville, to Geneya, 
in Coffee county.”’ : 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE. There are so many of these 


amendments to routes that it will be found to be 


|| a very tedious operation, and the reading of them 


will receive no attention. I move that the read- 
ing of the amendments proposed by the commit- 
tee to the first section be dispensed with, and that 
we vote upon them. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. So far as they establish 
post routes only? 

Mr. YULEE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that will be done. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that the further reading of the amendments to the 
first section of the bill, so far as they establish 
post routes, be dispensed with. By unanimous 
consent, the vote may be taken on the amend- 
ments, without their being read. The Chair hears 
no objection. The motion is that the Senate 
agree to all the amendments made by the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads to the 
first section of the bill. 

The amerdments were agreed to. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. As we are in the first 
section, I desire to add a post route in the State 
of Illinois, to come in at the end of the post routes 
in that State: 

From Indianola to Catlin. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The Secretary read the next amendment of the 
| committee, which was to strike out the second 
| section of the House bill, in these words: 

|  SEc.2. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General is hereby directed to advertise immediately lor 
proposals for carrying the mail on the routes above named, 
80 that service thereon may commence on the Ist of Octo- 
| ber next, or as soon thereatter as is practicable.” 











Mr. YULEE. Thissection is an unusual one. 
It proposes to require the Postmaster General to 
| advertise immediately, and establish these routes. 
| The committee thought it proper to recommend 
| to the Senate to strike it out, and leave it, as here- 
tofore, to the discretion of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to put the service when and where it was 
thought advisable in view of the means at the 
| disposal of the Department. 
| The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the next amendment. ‘ 

Mr. YULEE. Iam directed by the committee 
to withdraw that amendment. The amendments 
which we proposed to add to the bill as the sec- 
ond and third sections, had for their purpose the 
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“ had for proposing it #8 an amendment to this 
bill, was that the bill already passed by the Sen- 
1» at this session on that subject seemed to have 
s n into a condition in which it was impossible 


The 


rotte 


that it could expect a vote of the House. 


to take a vote, by »roposing it as an amendment 
to one of their bills which would be certain of 
action there. Since the committee so determined, 
however, the select committee oes by the 
House to consider the bill which went from the 
Senate upon this subject has made a report, and 
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olition of the franking privilege. The reason | 


| 
| 
1 
| 


} 


| officers considered that the offices of the Assistant 
idea of the committee was to enable the House | 


a day has been appointed for the consideration || 


of the Senate bill. ‘That being the case, the com- 
mittee has thought it peoest and courteous to the 
House to withdraw the amendment which they 
had designed to offer upon this bill, 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


That amend- | 


ment being withdrawn, the printed amendments | 


reported by the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads are disposed of. 


Mr. 1VERSON. I desire to make acorrection | 


in the eighty-first line of the bill. I move to strike 
out the letter **s.’? The name which is printed 
“Ellasville’? should be ** Ellaville.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend- 
ment will be made, if there be no objection. 

Mr. YULEE. There are frequent inventions 
of different forms of envelopes suitable for mail 
service, some of which are very much desired for 
use by different classes of the community, but 
which, from the present state of the law, the De- 
partment is unable to put in use. A provision 
has been prepared at the Department which will 
enable them to put into use any improvement in 
the stamped envelopes which may be found to be 
convenient to the public. I have in my hands 
one Which the Department are desirous to use, 
but have been unable te use for the want of proper 
legislation. Gentlemen will perceive that it will 
afford a very great convenience, especially for 
commercial uses. 1 
or letter sheet, so.arranged that the writing may 
occupy all the inside, and which, at the same 
time, will preserve the Post Office stamp; which, 
for commercial uses, is deemed important. The 
amendment which I now send to the Chair con- 


tains a provision which will enable the Depart- | 


ment to use this and any other improvement in 
stamped envelopes that the public convenience 
may render proper. 

The Secretary read the amendment, as fol- 
lows: 

“ind be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to procure and fur- 


| which I offered to the naval bill did—it gave a 
| construction to a former act. 


| consisting of three sections, the purpose of which 
| is to increase the number of dead letters which 


| Postmar‘{'r General, made in his very interesting 

| report om this subject, which is found in Senate || 
| Executive Document No. 41 of the present ses- 
The stamp is put upon a note || 


| advertised under existing laws (vide section twenty-six, act 


} ment: Provided, Letters of sea-ports intended for persons 


nish letter sheets with postage stamps impressed thereon, | 
combining in one both a sheet and envelope, and to adopt | 


such other improvements as may be deemed advisable, 
from time to time, in connection with postage stamps or 


| inclosure; and that of such money heretofore accrued to 
| the United States, the sum of $12,000 be, and the same is 


stamped envelopes on letters or newspapers, subjectto the | 


provision that a stamps or envelopes shall be sold atthe | 


cost of procuring’and furnishing the same, as near as may 
be, and to all other provisions of the eighth section of an 
act of Congress entitled ** An act to establish certain post 
roads, and for other purposes,”’ approved August 31, 1552; 
and the sum of $5,000 is hereby appropriated out of any 
moneys arising from the revenues of the Post Office De- 
partment, to carry out the provisions of this act. : 
ind be it further enacted, That the penalty of fifty dol- 
lars, provided by section eight of an act of Congress enti- 
ed “ An act to establish certain post roads, and for other 


purposes,” approved March 3, 1853, shall apply as well to | 


the using of a stamp cut from a stamped letter or news 
paper envelope as to the reuse of the envelope entire. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. YULEE. I offer this amendment: 


“And be it further enacted, That the fourth section of the | 
act of Congress, approved August 5, 1854, entitled *‘An act || | 
making appropriations for the service of the Post Office | 
Department during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, | 


1855,” be, and the same is hereby, continued from the 5th 
day of August, 1858, to the 5th of August, 1860. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE. I offer now an amendment, 
which has passed the Senate two or three times, 
but failed in consequence of the failure of the ap- 
propriation bill last year. It is for the purpose 


of giving the proper interpretation to a joint res- | 


olution, passed afew years ago, to correcta tech- 
nical misconstruction; and I believe it has the 


sanction of the chairman of the Committee on 
nance: 


“ind he it further enacted, That the joint resolution of Con- 
gress of 18th August, 1855, which provides that *‘ there shall 
be one principal messenger in each of the bureaus of the 
Several Executive Departments, atan annual salary of $840 
fach,”’ shall be understood to embrace within its true sco 


pe ‘ 
and meaning the offices of the three Assistant Postmasters || dence of the persons for whom they are intended, 





| Committee to the joint resolution heretofore 





General, entitling each to a messenger, atan annual salary 
of $840. 

The joint resolution referred to classified the 
messengers,and appointed a certain compensation 
for messengers of bureaus; but the accounting 


| and such proof of misdirection, &c., that the De« 
| partment would be enabled to make return of a 
much greater number, which certainly is desirable. 
By the pore which is proposed to be derived 
from lettefs returned, it is supposed, at the De- 
partment, that the fund will be sufficient to enable 
them still further, without additional cost to the 
Treasury, to increase their force, so that in the 
end the probability is, that more than half the let- 
ters may be returned; atall events, a much greater 
proportion than now.’ The force is now so small 
that they are obliged simply to tear open the let- 
ters, and if they see anything having the appear- 
ance of money or a thing of value, as a draft, to 
lay itaside. By employing a larger force, they 

will be able to give a more careful inspection to 

the letters, and in many instances will be able to 
| return letters which will be very desirable to 
the writers, or the persons to whom they are 
addressed. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I understand that the 
money proposed to be appropriated out of the 
Treasury is a part of the money that comes from 
dead letters by the act of 1825, under which it 
goes tothe general service of the Department; but 
itis now ye to be devoted to this particu- 
lar service. wish to know whether the money 
now proposed to be appropriated from the Treas- 
ury, 1s of the fund derived from dead letters? 

Mr. YULEE. Yes, sir; and it is much less 
than is derived from that fund. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Is it mentioned in the 
amendment as being derived from that fund? 

Mr. YULEE. It isgso intended; but the dis- 
tinction cannot be drawn in the amendment, be- 
cause it has gone into the general Treasury. It 
is less*than what has been received from that 
fund. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The Treasury keep an 
account of what they receive coming in that direc- 
tion. 

Mr. YULEE. Yes, but it is not set aside 
specially as having come from it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Itappears in the accounts, 
| because we have frequently to draw for that money 
when claims come in upon it, which may not be 
for years subsequently. That money belongs to 
particular persons, and they draw for it, and the 
fund is kept in the Treasury Department by itself 
for that purpose. 

Mr. YULEE. This fund is not kept specially. 

And be it further enacted, That the unclaimed money Ut bs applicable 4 law to the general weve 65 the 
from dead letters now appropriated to the use of the De- Department. I have no objection, however, to 
partment, under section twenty-six of the act of March 3, || the amendment being put inany form theSenator 
1825, may be exclusively applied in future to promote the || prefers that will accomplish the purpose. 
efficiency ot the dead letter office, by providing for a more Mr. HALE. I think it would be better not to 
careful examination of letters and the return of a larger : . - ba 
number to the writers, whether with or without valuable pass this amendment, It will certainly create 

| difficulty. Ido not remember What the number 
of dead letters is. 

Mr. YULEE. Has the Senator read the re- 
port of the Postmaster General, which was laid 
on his table last month ? 

Mr. HALE. I have not. 

Mr. YULEE. - He will find in that report that 
this, without any cost to the Government, will 
be very favorable legislation. 

Mr. HALE. How many dead letters do we 
have? 

Mr. YULEE. The Senator will find the whole 
statistics in this paper. I will say, for the in- 
|| formation of the Senate, that I have gone over 
| this amendment with the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads of the 
House, as I have most of the other amendments, 
and it has his concurrence. We are acting in 
unison upon this subject. 

Mr. HALE. I do not want to be obstinate 
| about it; but [ should like to know hdw many 
dead letters there are now. Can the chairman 
state? 

Mr. YULEE. I will give it as nearly as pos- 


Postmasters General were not, technically, bu- 
reaus. This is merely to correct that. 

Mr. HALE. Itstrikes me that these amend- 
ments should not go on this bill. This is simply 
a post-route bill, and this business of raising sal- 
aries should not go upon it. It was refused on | 
the naval bill; and 1 think the Senate should ad- 
here to the determination, and not, on this bill, 
go into the salaries of clerks. 

Mr. YULEE. This is not raising a salary, but 


giving a construction intended by the Finance 


passed. 


Mr. HALE. Thatis just what an amendment | 


Mr. YULEE. I hope the Senator will not ob- 
ject. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not know anything about 
it. I object.to it in general. 

Mr. YULEE. This is proper, and comes from | 
the committee. It has been considered once or || 
twice. 

The amendment was agreed to—ayes nineteen, 
noes not counted. . 


Mr. YULEE. 


I propose now an amendment, 


will probably be returned; and to increase, also, 
the revénue of the dead letter office, by which it 
will be enabled to make return of a much greater 
number without additional cost. These provis- 
ions are to carry out the recommendations of the 


‘lhe amendment is: 
nd be it further enacted, That letters which have been 


Sion. 


March 38, 1825, and section five, act Mareh 3, 185@) shall 
be returned to the Post Office Department as dead letters, 
if unclaimed two months after the date of the advertise- 


on board of certain designated vessels expected to arrive, 
and letters specially marked to be retained a longer period, 
shall be excepted from the operation of this act: 4nd pro- 
vided further, That said letters shall be returned under reg- 
ulations to be prescribed by the Postmaster General. 


hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not | 
otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of carrying out the 
recommendation of the Postmaster General on the subject 

| of dead letters, under date of the 7th of May, 1860: Pro- 
vided, Said officer shall make a detailed report of his pro- 
ceedings to Congress during the next session thereof. 

And be it further enacted, ‘That upon all letters returned | 
from the dead-letter office there shall be charged the usual 
rate of postage, to be collected on delivery and accounted | 
for by postmasters in the same manner as other postages. 


Mr. HALE. I wish the chairman would ex- 
plain this amendment. It seems to me that one 
portion of it is entirely inoperative—and that is, 
to provide for the return of more letters that have 
not articles of value inthem. If you are going 
to discriminate, | do not see where you will stop | 
unless you retarn them all. The rule now is im- | 
erative, and relates to a specific class, and there 
is no room for any distinction; but if you enlarge 
it, and do not fix definite rules by which a greater 
number is to be ascertained, it seems to me it will 
iead to confusion, and possibly to favoritism. I 
should think that wouid be rather a dangerous 
piece of legislation. 1 wish the chairman would 
explain it. sible. The statement of the number of dead let- 

Mr. YULEE. I will state that now they can || ters received during the year ending March 30, 
do nothing more than tear open the envelope, and || 1860, from offices making weekly, semi-weekly, 
if they see an article which strikes the eye imme- || and semi-monthly returns, is one million one hun- 
diately as of value, preserve it; otherwise the let- || dred and twenty-four thousand seven hundred 
ter is thrown away. The purpose of this is to || and twenty-three. The number of these dead 
enable the Department, with the funds which have || letters containing money registered and sent ont 
| gone into the Treasury from dead letters, to in- || for delivery to the writers or owners thereof, 








erease the clerical force, by which they will ¥° from January 1, 1854, to April 1, 1860, averaged 
enabled to give a more considerate inspection to || about twelve hundred a year. The number of 
the letters. In many cases letters will be found || money letters sent out and delivered amounted 
to be of such value, to carry with them such evi- || to an average of about nine thousand a year, of 

which there were returned about twelve hundred 
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unclaimed. The aggregate contents of the letters | 


sent out was about sixty thousand dollars a year. 
The aggregate amount of mone 
about an average of fifty thousand dollars. 

Mr. HALE. It would make about thee thou- 
sand letters a day to be read. 

Mr. YULEE. It is very large. Itis not ne- 
cessary to read them; but by this provision the 
clerks can give them amore deliberate inspection. 

Mr. HALE. How they can give them delib- 
erate inspection without reading them is some- 
thing which I cannot understand. This will in- 


restored was | 





two hundred and forty-five, instead of ‘* Perry 
Mills,”’ it should be ** Perry Wells;”’ and in line 
two hundred and forty-seven, the word ‘ Ala- 
bama’’ should be **Albany.”’ 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those verbal 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


! 


| corrections will be made, unless there be objection. | 


crease the amount of service in the dead letter | 


office five or six times what itis. It will be in- 
terminable. It will either be inefficient, or else it 
will impose a vast amount of labor. 1 think it 
had better go over; but I will not occupy the at- 
tention of the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It seems to me the rule of 
the Department is precisely right now. You in- 
spect a letter, and if there 1s anything valuable in 
it, you ascertain to whom that value belongs, and 
then the valuable thing is transmitted to him, or 
kept in the Department for him. 

Mir. COLLAMER. 


You ascertain whether | 


there is an inclosure of value; but there may be | 


value in the letter itself. 

Mr.HAMLIN. [am coming to that point. I 
have stated what the rule is now; but it is sug- 
gested that matter may be communicated in a let- 
ter that is very valuable, and that ought to be 
preserved. Other things may be communigated 
in letters that are not very valuable, and which it 
may not be desirable should be made public, or 
that any clerk should be“intrusted with reading 
them. Who is to judge, after this shall become 


a law, what is valuable and what is to be made || t i 

|, States, by way of the isthmus. 
The fiiteenth section of the act of 1825 provides “that | 

| every letter or packet brought into the United States, or 

| carried trom one porttherein to another, ih any private ship 

| or vessel, shall be charged with six cents, it delivered at | 


public? A clerk, or if he reports to the head of 
the Department, the head of the Department? 
Why, sir, it is an espionage upon private corre- 
spondence. I think the rule which the Govern- 
ment has adopted, of inspecting a letter, and see- 
ing whether there is a valuable inclosure in it, is 
just what the rule ought to be; and you ought not 
to go one inch beyond it. How many things are 
written that never ought to have been written, 
and certainly should never see day-light, if they 
have been written? I think the rule is right; and 
you ought to keep it precisely as it is. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the chairman will permit 
this proposition to lie over until we get through 
amendments about which there is no difficulty, 
and let gentdemen examine the report to which 
he has referred. 

Mr. YULEE, I think the amendment is one 
so desirable that Tam unwilling, as we are now 
upon the subject, to pass it over; for there can be 


no probability that we shall take itup again. The | 


Postmaster General states: 


« Upwards of 20,000 letters a year are thus disposed of | 


by only four clerks, while the task of comparing all the dead 
letters (2,500,000) with post bills, and separating and for 


warding foreign letters, (over 130,000,) devolveg on two | 


clerks. 

“ The regular number of clerks allowed for opening let- 
ters ia only three, which being, however, entirely insut- 
‘ficient, assistance has been obtained by requiriuga laborer 
to open accounts, and transferring a clerk to the more re 
sponsible work of opening letters. Even four persons can- 


not possibly take time to examine Jetters further than barely | 


to look for money and other inclosures.”’ 
Now, without fatiguing the Senate to read more 


from this very interesting report, I will state that | 


this amendment proposes simply to appropriate 
the money remaining unclaimed in the hands of 


the Department from dead letters, to the employ- | 


mentof a force sufficient to enable them to return | 
more of the dead letters to the persons from whom | 


they came, or the persons to whom they are di- 


rected; and it eee in addition, to enable || 


them to proceed at once in that useful duty, 
12,000 of the funds heretofore received by the 
ppartment from that source. Since examining 
the amendment more particularly, I am enabled 


to reply to the Senator from Vermont, that what | 


he desired it should contain it does contain, as it | 


refers specially to the source from which the | 


amount is derived. 
to, because it is nota tax on the Treasury, but 
only a means devised by the Department by 
which this branch of the service may be improved 
oat of funds derived from its own sources. 

The amendment was agreed to; there being— 
ayes 20, noes 17. 

Mr. IVERSON. I desire to make a couple of 
verbal corrections in the body of the bill. Inline 


I hope it will not be objected 


| 


Mr. YULEE. 


I offer an amendment which is 


intended to protect the revenues of the Govern- | 


ment on postages to San Francisco. Letters car- 
ried by other vessels than the regular mail steam- 
ers, under existing laws, return to the Government 
only six cents in some cases, and four cents in 
other cases. The amendment is: 


“ind be it further enacted, That every letter or packet 
| brought into the United States, or carried from one port 


therein to another, in any private ship or vessel, shall be 


charged with five cents, it delivered at the post office where | 


the same shall arrive ; and if destined to be conveyed by 
post to any place, with two cents added to the ordinary 
rates of postage: Provided, That upon all letters or pack 


ets conveyed in whole or impart by steamers or steamships | 


over any route upon which, or between ports and places 


between which, the mail is reguiarly conveyed in other | 


vessels under contract with the Post Office Department the 
same charge shall be levied, with the addition of two cents 
a letter or packet, as would have been levied if such letter 
or packet had been transmitted regularly through the mail. 

-Ind be it further enacted, ‘That all acts and parts of acts 
inconsistent with the provisions of this act be, and the 
same are hereby, repealed. . 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
that is a provision to Increase the postage. 

Mr. YULEE. 
a letter from the Department, which is brief: 

Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, February 17, 1860. 

Sir: Referring to the accompanying copy of a letter from 
the postmaster of San Francisco, | deem it my duty to in 
vite the special attention of your committee to the import- 
ance ot early legislative action, in order to prevent serious 
loss to the Government from the transmission of nail mat 
ter, outside the mails, between the Atlantic and Pacific 


the post office where the same shall arrive ; and if des- 


| tined to be conveyed by post, to any place, with two cents 


added to the ordinary rates of postage.”’ 
Under this section, any letters conveyed by other ships 
than those of the mail line between New York and San 


| Francigco are subject to a postage of only six cents when 


deliver@d at the port of arrival, and of five cents when for 
warded to the interior, of whieh the master or commander, 
or other person delivering the same, is entitled to receive 
two ceuts a letter, thus reducing the actual rate accruing 


| to the Government, in the one case, to four, and in the other 


to three cents, a letter. 

| weuld recommend, therefore, that, upon all letters con- 
veyed by steamers or steamships over any route upon Which 
the mail is conveyed in other vessels under contract with 
this Department, the same charge be levied, with the addi- 


It is most readily explained by 


| lowances as may have been authorized unde 


. formally the consideration of this bill, to en 
me to make a report from a committee of confery- 





June 29 


'y 


tled “An act regulating the pay of deput aste = 
approved the 22d of June, 1854, as authorizes the Pon 2 
ter General to make quarterl¥ allowances out of tic — 
ages collected at separating post offices for extra labor = 
ployed in separating and dispatching the mails, be unde, 
same is hereby, repealed: Provided, He shall pay such " 


rexisti . 
to the date of this repeal. sting laws 


The amendment was agreed to, 
POST OFFICE DEFICIENCY BILL. 
Mr. DAVIS. I rise to a privileged question 
[ ask the consent of the Senate to postpone jn. 
able 
ence. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chai: will 
receive the report, 
Mr. DAVIS, from the committee of conference 


on the disagrecing votes of the two Houses on 


the bill (H. R. No. 503) making further appro- 


| priations for the service of the Post Office Depart- 


| June, 1860, made the fo 


, making further appropriations for the service of the 


[ should like to know if 


ment during the fiscal per ending the 30th of 
lowing report: 

The managers appointed on the part of the Senate upon 
the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes oj the 
two Houses, on the amendinents to the bill (H. R. No. 503) 
“ Q Post 
Office Department during the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June, 1860, report: 

That they met the managers appointed on the part of the 


| House of Representatives, and, a:ter full and free conter- 
| ence, were unable to agree. The committee, thcretore 
’ 


recommend the Senate to further insist on their disagree. 


| ment to the amendment of the House to the Senate's first 
| amendment to the bill, and further insist upon their third 


amendment to the bill disagreed to by the House. 
They also ask to be discharged trom the committee on 
conference. JEFFERSON DA\ Is, 
THOMAS BRAGG, 
JAMES HARLAN, 


_Mr. DAVIS. That I may present the case en- 
tirely to the Senate, | will merely state that the 


| point of difference between the two committees 


was upon the question whether the service should 
be restored to the condition it occupied on the 
4th of March, 1859. The House committee was 


| persistent on that point, representing the opinion 
| of the House; the Senate committee resisted that 
| point, representing the opinion of the Senate; 


and, therefore, we were compelled to make a 
separate report. 


Mr. HUNTER. I understand that the House 


_ has made another proposition on that bill, which 


will be here presently. 
Mr. DAVIS. When the proposition of the 


House comes, it may give us an opportunity for 


|| another conference, and, I hope, a final agreement. 


tion of two cents a letter for conveyance, to which such | 
letter would have been subject, had it been transmitted reg- || 


uiarly through the mail. 
amended by making the rate, in all other cases, five cents, 
instead of six cents, upon all letters delivered at the port of 
arrival, thus avoiding the anomaly of charging more upon 
such letters than upon those required to be torwarded, 
which apparent incousisteiucy arises from the circumstance 
that when this law was passed, our lowest domestic rate 
Was six cents. 

Respecttully, your obedient servant, 

J. HOLT. 

Hon. D. L. Yuree, Chairman Committee onthe Post Office 

and Post Roads, United States Senate. 


Post Orrice, San Francisco, CaLirornia, 
January 19, 1860. 
Sir: I observe that the express companies here are now 
advertising to carry letters hence to the Atlantic without 
being covered by United States postage envelopes ; and it 
is said that some arrangement has been made to that end 
with the Department. Such letters are to be carried on 


the steamers of the Pacific company not now carrying the | 
| United States mails, and, | am told, are to be treated as 


ship-letters, i. e., dropped into the post office at New York. 
In such case, | suppose, the postage to be charged by the 
United States will be six cents; consequently the Govern- 


ment would lose four cents on each single letter, and much | 


more proportionately on heavier letters, by permitting such 


|| arrangement, instead of requiring the use of the United | 


States envelopes. 1 have to request of you official informa- | 


tion on this subject to govern my action here. A discrimina- 
tion like the one stated would, in time, throw the great bulk 
of correspondence upon the independent steamers, as they 
are now making much shorter trips than our mail -teamers, 
and, I doubt not, will continue to during the present con- 
tract. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. L. WELLER, Postmaster. 

Hon. Horatio Kina, First Assistant Postmaster General. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE. lofferan amendment now which 
is intended to repeal the act relating to separating 
post offices, which has been found to be a very 
expensive and troublesome thing to the Depart- 
ment; and this will save a considerable sum an- 
nually: 


And be it further enacted, That so much ef the act enti- 


Also that the law be still further || 


In the present condition of the case, | ask thatthe 
committee be discharged. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator ask for action on the report? 

Several Senators. Oh, no; let it lie on the 
table. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
table, very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report will 
be laid aside informally. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the post route bill. 

Mr. YULEE. I now offer an amendment ap- 
propriating $3,000 for furnishing the post office at 
St. Louis, in accordance with an estimate from 
the Post Office Department: 

And he it further enacted, That the sum of $3,000 be paid, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, for the purpose of fitting up and furnishing the post 
office portion of the custom-house in the city of St. Louis. 

Itis a new building requiring furniture. There 
isa short letter from the Department, which I send 
to the Chair, and ask to have read. 

The Secretary read the following letter: 


Post Orrice DerpaRTMENT, June 4, 1860. 
Sir: [ herewith submit an estimate of the postmaster of 
St. Louis, Missouri, for fitting up and furnishing the post 
office portion of the custom. house in that city, and respect- 
fully recommend an appropriation of $3,000 for that pur- 
se. 
| have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, J. HOLT, 
Postmaster General. 
Hon. D. L. Yurer, Chairman Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, United States Senate. 


Mr. POLK. I will state that, before the com- 
pletion of the new building, the Government of 
the United States had rented, in the city of St. 
Louis, a building for a post office. The lessors 
furnished the building; and, at the time of the 
completion of the building, which theGovernment 
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constructed, when the post office was removed, the |, furnishes all the post offices on the route through | 


Government had not any furniture atall. They 
took, however, into the new building, the old 
furniture that had been used in the old building, 
which had been rented prior to thisremoval, which 


furniture belonged to the landlord of the building. 





THE CON 


| 


The Government has now no furniture for the | 


trans 


action of the business there; nothing adequate | 


at all; and, in fact, the office was in such a condi- | 


tion last winter, that atone time, when the weather 


became intensely cold in December, they had to | 


stop operations, and the clerks had to leave. It 
was so cold that oii could not carry on the busi- 
ness of the office. will state that the Treasury 
Department made an estimate, which I have here, 
to the effect that tt would cost $5,000; but, on 
writing out to St. Louts and getting an estimate 


from the postmaster there, I found it would be | 


less than that, and I then applied to the Postmaster 


General, ond he recommended $3,000. I will also | 


state, that it appears from a report of the Post- 
master General, which I hold in my hand, that 








the State of New York for three hundred and fitty 
miles, stopping at Schenectady, at Utica,at Rome, 
at Syracuse, and so on, and branching off at dif- 
ferent points to supply the mail in each direction, 
The reason why the mails are sent in this way is, 
that the great mail of the West cannot be delayed 
to make this peddling along the road. If it was 
compelled to do it, the mail from Albany to St. 


| Louis would be from aday and a half to two days 


the post office at St. Louis is, in point of surplus | 


emoluments and profits, the third in the United 
States. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE. 


The next amendment which I | 


have to offer I desire to invite the attention of the | 


Senate to. It graduates the compensation to be 
to railroads, and the rate of speed which shall 


e required from them; under which, I think, the | 
annual saving to the Department will certainly not | 
be less than half a million dollars, and is one that, | 


Ithink, will put the railroad service on a very just 
foundation, The amendment is: 


And be it further enacted, ‘That the Postmaster General | 


shali not,on any railroad of the first class, allow an average 
rate of speed of less than twenty miles an hour, including 


stoppages ; noron any railroad of the second class, an aver- | 


age rate of speed of less than seventeen miles an hour, in- 
cluding stoppages; nor on any railroad of the third class, 
jess than tweive miles an hour, including stoppages ; and no 
greater delay than forty-five minutes shall be allowed be- 
tween connecting routes of either class to effect the trans- 
fer of the mails. 

And be it further enacted, That for the conveyance of the 
mail on any railroad of the first class, the Postmaster Gen- 
eral shall not pay a higher rate of compensation than $200 
permile per annum ; nor upon railroads of the second class, 
ahigher rate than eighty dollars per mile per annum; nor 
upon any railroad of the third class, a higher rate than forty 
dollars per mile per annum. 


Mr.GREEN. That needs a little amendment; 
and I propose to add to it: 

Nor shall any route carry the mail more than once a day, 
except the route between Washington and New York. 

Nes mar 

I will tell 
the foreign intercourse may require a little more 
mail facilities in that direction than anywhere 
else, though I am not certain that it does. [ know 


that for the West one daily mail is all that is | 


wanted; and I know that it carries all your mail 
matter. I know that the second daily mail is 
money thrown away, and therefore Paveee to 
limit it to one daily mail. 


the country, ramifying and supplying the com- 
munities; whieh they cannot do if you give the 
railroads all the money you receive from your 
postal service. 


Mr.COLLAMER. I think a brief view ogthis | 


subject will show gentlemen, and especially gen- 


tlemen of the West, that the amendment now | 


proposed by the Senator from Missouri will not 


answer the purpose. Take, for instance, the sup- | 


ply of the city of St. Louis, and the city of De- 
troit, and the city of Chicago, and the whole 
country connecting with these mails. The mails 
from New England and from New York to the 
West are mainly sent to Albany, which is a dis- 
tributing office. When the distribution takes 
Place there, the great mail for the West, as it is 
called, is made up separately by itself in bags, 
and is put on board th 

ut at one place in New York—at Syracuse—for 
afew minutes. It stops simply for water, and it 
waits for nothing else. It has on board the great 


mail for the West from New York and New Eng- | 


land. That mail, when it reaches Buffalo, is 
passed around to a connecting train, and the Buf- 
falo mail is included in it—nothing more. It pro- 


ceeds directly onward to its destination. Within | 


an hour, or an hour and a half, after that mail 
starts from Albany, a second train goes, which 





ouwhy. The sailing of vessels and | 


It will accommodate | 
the people; it will save money, and enable the | 
Department to keep up the little mails through | 


e one train, which stops | 








behind hand. That would be the result of having 
only one daily mail. It may be, and it is, true, 
that the further we gofrom the point of departure, 


the less important the twice-daily mail service | 


becomes; and finally it runs out when it reaches 
St. Louis. There they might not see or feel the 
necessity of having two trains per day furnishing 
the mail through the city of New York, when it 


was for them, and for them essentially and espe- | 


cially. 


This is not a peculiar case. The same thing 


is true of the great route from the North to the | 
South,and it probably is so of the great route | 


between Philadelphia and the West. It may be 
true, also, of the route between Baltimore and 
Wheeling; but 1 do not know so much about that. 
I do know about the route of which I have spoken; 
and I think the mere illustration of it, by a case 


tlemen that this regulation will not answer. 


Mr. YULEE. It seems to me that it is suffi- 
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Mr. BIGLER. I thought the Senator from 
Virginia asked to take up the bill for the purpose 
of reference. 

Mr. HUNTER, I asked that it be taken up 
to be considered. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
Senator. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
stated the motion to the Senate, and supposed it 
was understood. 

Mr. SIMMONS, Isit not now in order to move 
that the bill be committed? I thought it was 
read twice for the purpose of being referred to a 
committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Such a motion 
is in order. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I hope the Senate will at 
least have a committee to examine a bill of this 
sort before they pass it. 

Mr. HUNTER. Itis the same bill that we have 
considered, with a little alteration as to time. I 
hope it will not be referred. The members of the 
House are very anxious to get away, and the 
send us this bill. We ought to act on it, We 
know whether we mean to give them a loan or not. 


I totally misunderstood the 


| In faucet, we know we cannot get along without it. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


|, amendment, and ordered to a third reading. 


cient to limit the amount, leaving the Department | 


to get as frequent service as they can for that 


once a day. I will state that the reduction 
amounts, altogether, to an average of about four- 
teen per cent.; and the saving, if we merely reduce 
all that is above to these maximum rates, will be 
$454,000; and if all the routes are reduced pro 
rata, according to this reduction, it will effect a 
saving of $890,000. Some reform is necessary. 
The cost of the railroad service now is $3,250,000, 
without counting the pay of the route agents. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Mis- 
souri to the amendment of the Senator from Flor- 
ida; which is to insert et the end of it:- 
Nor shall the mail on any route be carried more than once 
a day, except on that between Washington and New York. 
The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


THE LOAN BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Hayes, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 847) author- 
izing a loan and providing for the redemption of 
Treasury notes. 


Mr. HUNTER. Task the general consent of 


| of that kind, will convince at least western gen- || 


Mr. SIMMONS. I object to the third reading 
of the bill now. Ll want to read it myself, at least, 
before it is passed. 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator will not 


|| object. L ask it not for my own accommodation, 
; y | om 
sum on such routes as require service more than | 


the Senate to take up the loan bill, which has just | 


been received from the House, without referring 


the same bill that we passed, with a slight altera- 
tion as to time. Let us act on it at once, so as to 
get it out of the way. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
of the Senator from Virginia can only be enter- 
tained by unanimous consent. The Chair hears 
no objection. 

The bill was read a first and second time.® 

Mr. BIGLER. I thought the bill was to be 
received for the purpose of reference. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
is to take up the bill for the purpose of action. 

Mr HUNTER. It is the same bill we added 
to the appropriation bill, with a little difference 
as to time, I am told. We can have it read 
here. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to say to the Sen- 


ator from Pennsylvania that this 1s a loan bill, 


| and it must be referred to the committee if one 


objection is made to taking it up, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection to the consideraticn of the 
bill. It is before the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole, and will be read. 

The bill was read. It authorizes a loan of 
$21,000,000, redeemable in a period not less than 
ten nor more than twelve years, the proceeds to 
be used in the redemption of the outstanding 
Treasury notes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, If no amend- 
ment be proposed, the bill will be reported to the 
Senate. 


| itto the Committee on Finance. Itis pretty much | 





but for that of the members of the House. I know 
that many of them want to get away to-morrow. 

Mr. SIMMONS. If they want it, as a per- 
sonal accommodation, I will agree to let the vote 


| be taken on the passage of the bill, without read- 


1 





ing it; but otherwise [ insist on having a chance 
to look at a bill which authorizes an increase of 


|| the permanent debt. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill hav- 
ing been read twice to-day, it cannot be read the 
third time without unanimous consent. Does the 


| Senator from Rhode [sland object ? 


Mr. SIMMONS. 1 withdraw the objection at 
the request of the Senator from Virginia, as he 
has the purse strings in his charge. 

The bill was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, ** Shall the bill pass ?’’ 

Mr. BIGLER. I thought the Senator from 
Rhode Island objected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The objection 
was withdrawn. 

The bill was passed. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
714) to establish certain post routes. 

Mr. YULEE. I now offer,as an amendment, 


| four sections of a bill which was introduced in the 


House by the chairman of the Post Office Com- 
mittee, after consultation with the Department, 
and was also agreed to by the Senate committee: 


ind be it further enacted, That it shal! be lawful for per- 
sons known as regular dealers in newspapers aud period 
icals to receive by mail such quantities of either as they 
may require, and to pay the postage thereon as they may 
be received, at the same rates as regular subscribers to such 
publications. 

And be it further enacted, That maps, engravings, litho- 
graphs, or photographic prints, on rollers or in paper cov- 
ers, books, bound or unbound, phonographie paper, and let- 
ter envelopes, shall be deemed mailabie matter, and charged 
with postage by the weight of the package—not iu any case 
to exceed tour pounds—at the rate of one cent an ounce, 
or fraction of an ounce, to any place in the United States 
under fifteen hundred miles, and at the rate of two cents an 
ounce, or fraction of an ounce, over fifleen hundred miles, 
to be prepaid by postage stamps. 

And be it further enacted, ‘hat cards, blank or printed, 
in packages weighing at least eight ounces, and of seeds or 
cuttings, in packages not exceeding eight ounces in weight, 
shall also be deemed mailable matter, and charged with 
postage at the rate of one cent an ounce, or fraction of an 
ounce, to any place in the United States under fifteen hun- 
dred miles, and at the rate of two cents an ounce, or trac- 
tion of an ounce, over fifteen hundred miles, to be prepaid 
by postage stamps 

‘ind be it further enacted, That the act of 3d March, 
1855, entitled “An act further to amend the act entitled 
‘ An act to reduce and modify the rates of postage in the 
United States, and for other purposes,’ ” passed March 3, 
1851, be, and the same is hereby, so modified as to require 
the ten cent rate of postage to be prepaid on letters con- 
veyed in the mail from any pointiu the United States, cast 
of the Rocky Mountains, to any State or Territory on the 
Pacific, and from any State or Territory on the Pacific to 
any pointin the United States cast of the Rocky Mouut- 
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arns. And all drop iectters shall be prepaid by postage 
stamps. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
POST OFFICE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 


by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 


House had receded from its amendment, disagreed 


to by the Senate, to the first amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (HL. R. No. 503) making further 
appropriations for the service of the Post Office 


Department during the fiscal year ending the 30th | 


of June, 1860; and had agreed to the said first 


amendment, with an amendment, 1a which the || 


concurrence of the Senate was requested. 

Mr. YULEE. Lettheamendmentof the House 
to the Post Office de ficiency bill be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
discussion will be laid aside, if there be no objec- 
tion, and the action of the Llouse will be read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Resolred, ‘That this House reeede trom its amendment, 


disagrees! toby the Senate, to the Senate’s firstamendment | 


to phe bil (H.R. No. 503) making further appropriations tor 


the service of the Post Ollice Department during the fiseal || 


year ending the 30th of June, 1860, and agree to said first 
aipendment with the following amendment: 

At the end of said Senate amendment add: 

Provided, The said service shall be performed inthe same 
time as was prescribed in the schedule time in the contract 


for the service of the steamer Isabel line; and the Post- | 


master General is hereby authorized and directed to pay 
for the actual service performed by the said steamer Isabel 
line, from Charleston to Havana, previous to the passage 


of this act, atthe same rate of compensation as was pro- | 


vided in the contract for that service: dnd provided further, 
That the Postmaster General is hereby directed to restore 
the inland service on all the routes under contract on the 


4th of March, 1859, unless where improved service over | 


said routes has been furnished by railroads or otherwise ; 
and where the service has been actually performed by the 


contractor upon curtailed routes, notwithstanding such | 
curtailment, the Postmaster General shall pay the contract- | 
ors as if no change had been ordered; but the Postmaster | 


General shall not be required to restore the service on any 
of said routes beyond one daily mail each way, nor to in 
terfere with any changes of service that may-have been 
made without reduction of price; nor to restore service on 
route No. 10615, from Neosho, Missouri, to Albuquerque, 
New Mexico; nor to restore service on route No. 15050, 
from Kansas City, Missouri, via Santa Fé, New Mexico, 
to Stockton, Calilornia; nor on any part ot the route No, 
8076, west of El Paso: Provided further, That nothing 
herein contained shall debar the Postmaster General trom 
discontinuing or curtailing any of the routes hereby re- 
etored; nor shall the contractor or contractors upon said 
restored routes be paid any extra allowance whatever, in 
consequence of any new curtailment or discontinuance : 
“ind provided further, ‘That no service hereby restored shall 


be put in operation unless by the assent of the contractor | 
or contractors therefor: nd provided further, That the | 


appropriation herein made shall be so construed as to em- 
brace those made by the joint resolution for the relief of 
the contractors of the Post Office Department, approved 
Yeth March, 1860: .and provided further, That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed soas to renew the mail 
service on the Cumberland river, above Clarksville, in the 
State of ‘Tennessee. 


Mr. DAVIS. One of the modifications in the 


proposition which the House now presents, is an | 


amendment which was proposed in the Senate, to 
strike out so much of the original amendment of 
the House as made ao distinction between the 
States where the contracts had expired, and those 
where they were still running. 


bel,’’ and inserting “‘the steamer Isabel line.’’ 


It may be that another committee of conference | 


will be able to reach something acceptable to the 
two Houses of Congress; and if it be the pleas- 
ure of the Senate, [ move that we ask the appoint- 
ment of another committee. 

Mr. COLLAMER. In order to try the ques- 
tion without taking time, I move, so as to test the 
sense of the Senate, that the Senate agree to the 
amendment of the House. 

Mr. YULEE. I gave way only for the pur- 


_— of allowing the amendment to be read. 1 | 
ope it will not be undertaken to get a vote on it | 
[t must necessarily lead to discussion. I | 


now. 
cannot, on the mere reading of the amendment 
now from the desk, sufficiently comprehend the 
changes which the House proposes. I shall want 


to examine them, and when we get through this | 


bill we shall be able to examine it. I gave way 
7 for the purpose of hearing the amendment 
read. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster.) | 
The Post Office deficiency bill is before the Sen- | 


ate, and can be laid aside only by vote of the 
Senate. 


Mr. YULEE. TI st route bill w id | : 
ual - can — eee ermine, || practicable route, between New York and San Francisco, 


ment to be read. 


THE CONGRESSIO 


The bill under || 








There is a minor | 
change, made by striking out * the steamer Isa- | 








been taken up by unanimous consent, it is, in the 


| opinion of the Chair, legitimately before the body, 


and must be disposed of by a vote. 

Mr. YULEE. I gave way only for the read- 
ing of the amendment, as my friend from Mis- 
sissippi knows, by unanimous consent, and cer- 


tainly advantage will not be taken of that to lay 

| aside the post route bill, which it is important 
should reach the House at once, and go into a |! 

discussion upon the other. I have been requested | 

from the House to send the post route bill there | 

as quickly as possible; and in consequence of that | 

request, | shall withhold several of the amend- 


ments I designed to offer. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I should think it would be 
very extraordinary, when the Senator from Flor- 
ida desires to go on with his bill, and unanimous 
consent was given merely for the reading of the 
amendment, that the Senate should insist on 
availing themselves of that unanimous consent to 
force iton him. I do not think it is fair dealing. 


Mr. DAVIS. I asked for the reading, and I 


what changes had been made, and thought it pos- 
sible the Senate could dispose of it at once. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I think the gentleman 


from Florida will hardly need any time about it. | 


presents the same question which was started by 
the Senator from South Carolina; and that is, to 


|| restore the service, notwithstanding theexpiration | 


of the contract upon a route. ‘hat is all the 
change there is in it. 

Mr. YULEE. Do I understand that it is the 
same amendment which the House sent here be- 
fore, with only that difference ? 

Mr. COLLAMER. That is all. 

Mr. HAMMOND. There is another differ- 


ence. They now use the words ‘* Isabel line,’’ 


instead of ** steamer Isabel,’’ because the Catawba | 


performed two trips. That is what they intended 
in the first place. 

Mr. YULEE. 
stantially. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Yes, sir. 

Mr. YULEE. It is proper for the Senate to 
consider what course ought to be taken. Cer- 
tainly the matter cannot be disposed of instantly. 
We want to examine, to consider it. The House 
has sent us now the bill in another shape, and we 


ut itis the same thing sub- 


shall want to consider what we ought to do. It |) 


is now here. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
ence. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It makes a very important dif- 
ference, and one that I intend to discuss myself. 
It puts back all the service, even where the con- 
tracts have expired. It makes it about ten times 
as bad. 

Mr. YULEE. Do I understand the Chair to 
have decided that this bill has superseded the post 
route bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the opinion 
of the Chair, it has been taken up and is in the 
hands of the Senate, and must be disposed of. 

Mr. YULEE. I move, then, to set it aside; 
and that we proceed with the consideration of the 
post route bill. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes twenty-two, 
noes not counted. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


That is the only differ- 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 


accordingly resumed the consideration of the bill 
(H. R. No. 714) establishing certain post routes, 

Mr. YULEE. 
lating to the California mail service, which may 
be read, and then I ask that a letter from the Post 
Office Department, which I send to the Chair, 
may also be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment, as follows: 


Whereas it appears from the report of the Postmaster 


General that it will be doubtful whether the mails ve || 


United States can be transported between the ports of the 


|| Atlantic and those of the Pacific on the terms prescribed 


by the fourth section of an act entitled “ An act making 
appropriations for the service of the Post Office Department 


| during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1861,” ap- 
| peoved the Sth day of June, 1860: Therefore, 


Be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be, 


and he is hereby, authorized to contract for the carrying of 


said mails by ocean and Isthmus transit, over the shortest 


ata rate of compensation not to exceed $400,000 per an- 
num ; which contract shall be for a term not exceeding two 


NAL GLOBE. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill having | 


| entitled * An act making appropriations for the 


| restricted in the compensation for the service to the 


| route; and unless the law just enacted is modified, the 











I offer now an amendment re- | 
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years from its date, and may be made with or witho 

vertisement, as the Postmaster General may deem tu ~ < 
lic interests require. And the compensation whiel ~— 
become due to the contractors for this service, as s may 
for that which may be performed on the inland route = 4 
bered S911, between St. Joseph, Missouri, and Set Lan 
City, Utab Territory ; 12801, between Salt Lake City ure 
and Placerville, California; 13515, between St. Pau tah, 
Puget Sound; and 12578, known as the great overland and 
route, shall be paid out of any money in the Treasur mail 
otherwise appropriated, on the certificate of the oan not 
ter General that the service has been duly performed — 


Mr. YULEE. I ask now for the readino 
the letter from the Department. yee, ied 
The Secretary read, as follows: 


Post Orrice DepartMeENT, June 20 1860 
Sir: Under the operation of the fourth section of an act 
service of 
ar ending 
> this Depart. 
United States 
and Pacific, but is 


the Post Office Department during the fiscal ye 
30th June, 1861,” approved a few days since, 
ment is authorized to contract for carrying the 
mails between the ports of the Atlantic 


. aE post- 
| ages received on the mails transported. Since the passage 
of this act, | have made application to the several compa- 


nies owning steamships engaged at present in this trade 
’ 


| and also to the only individual ship-owner known two the 
did understand the Senator from Florida to give || 
| way for the reading; but after it was read, | saw 


public to have the ability and willingness to undertake the 
service, and they have all unhesitatingly declined receiy. 


| ing the mails on the terms ot the act referred to. They 


claim, and [ think justly, a larger compensation than the 


| postages, which have suflered a great reduction because of 
| a diversion of the letter mails to the overland route, The 
| bulk of the California mails renders it impossible, at any 


; ; 7 ; : |, reasonable cost, to send them by any other tan the oce 
There is nothing new in this amendment. It | ; 


an 


printed matter destined for our Pacifie possessions cannot 
be forwarded. In the annual report, these mails, ae dis- 
patched semi-monthly, are set down as averaging ten tons 
each, which is rather under than over their actual weight. 


| The average, | am satistied, from a close examination of 


the returns for a series of trips, is considerably over twelve 
tons. ‘The last mail reported to the Departinent weighed 


| upwards of thirty-one thousand pounds, and that dis- 


patched to day, it is believed, will be much above this 
figure. In view of the manifest impracticability of for- 


| warding such mails through a desert country of three thou- 
| sand miles in extent, and over mountains covered by deep 


snows tor four or five months in the year, | would respect- 


| fully recommend that the law just passed shall be so mod- 
|| ified as to empower this Department to continue the ocean 
|| service between New York and San Francisco by the near- 
| est and best practicable route. From the offers made, | am 
| Satisfied that a contract on terms reasonable and just can 


be at once closed for the transportation of the mails by 


| this route. 


I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient 
servant, J. HOLT. 


IIlon. D. L. Yureer, 
« Chairman Post Office Committee, Senate. 


Mr. YULEE. I will state, that the scope of the 
amendment offered is simply to relieve the De- 
vartment from the restriction contained in the 
Sent Office appropriation bill for 1861, which con- 


| fines him to postages as the compensation for the 


ocean service, and authorizes him to use that mode 
of transportation ata cost not exceeding $400,000, 
There is another clause in the amendment which 
provides that the cost of the California service 
shall be taken out of the moneys in the ‘Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, relieving the Post 
Office Department. 

Mr. WILSON. I send to the Chair an amend- 
ment, which I offer as a substitute for that of the 
Senator from Florida. 

The Secretary read the amendment of Mr. Wit- 
son, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to contract 
with contractors on route *8911, between St. Joseph, Mis 
souri, and Great Salt Lake City, and route *12801, between 
Greag Salt Lake City and Placerville, California, or with 
either of them, for the conveyance of the entire L nited 
States mail between St. Louis, via St. Joseph, Missouri, 
and Placerville, to San Francisco, California, in twenty 
days’ time: Provided, The service can be obtained tri- 
weekly the first year, at a compensation not to exceed 
$600,000, and daily thereafter at an additional compensa- 
sation not to exceed $200,000 per annum, the service to 
expire July 1, 1866, and the contractors to supply Deuver 
City and Great Sak Lake City with a weekly mail will- 
out additional compensation. : 

ind be it further enacted, ‘That the Postmaster General 
be, and heis hereby, authorized and directed to provide tor 
the conveyance of the entire United States mail on whieh 
letter postage is paid, weekly, from St. Paul, Minnesota, ¥ ia 
St. Cloud, and trom Superior, Wisconsin, via Crow Wing, 
to the Dalles, in Oregon, with the same preémption right 
as heretofore allowed upon other through routes : Provided, 
The service can be obtained at an annual cost not ex 
ceeding $200,000, and the trip to be performed in twenty 
days, from May 1 to November 1; in thirty days the re- 
mainder of the year. . ' 

And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster Geners 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to contract 
with the contractors on route *8076, now engaged in the 
transportation of the mails between San Antonio, 1 eum, 
and El Paso, ‘Texas, for the conveyance of the entire nt 
ted States mail, semi-weekly, in ten days’ time, between 
New Orleans, Louisiana, and El Paso, Texas, for & — 
pensation not to exceed per annum ; the contrac 
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continue for the same length of time as the service pro- 


a 4 for in the foregoing sections. 


vide 
ind 


freasury, upon the certificate of service from the Post 
Office Department. 


and be it further enacted, That the contractors on the 
’ R : 


be it further enacted, That the cost of service au- | 
thorized in this act shall be paid by the Secretary of the | 


overland mail routes tiwrein provided for shall have the | 


ivilege of forwarding printed matter, semi-mouthly, ata 
schedule of thirty days. 

Mr. WILSON. I wish to make a very brief 
explanation ofthis amendment. Itis, in substance, 
the bill proposed by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shires (Mr. Have.] We have a contract with 
Ruterfield & Co., which stands in the way of 


making a system of mail transportation across the | 


continent. Ido not propose, however, to touch 
that contract, for I see that Senators from the 
southwestern States are opposed to changing But- 
rfield’s line. Therefore | propose that that line 
shall stand just as it now is—expiring in 1864, | 
think. Then I propose in this amendment to 
carry the mails, such as may be tendered, across 
the continent from St. Louis to San Francisco, 
tri-weekly. 

Mr. YULEE. For how much? 

Mr. WILSON. 
will give daily service. I require them to carry 
the printed matter in a schedule of thirty days. 


Then | propose from New Orleans, by way of | 


San Antonio, to have a semi-weekl line, to El 
Paso, so as to connect there with Butterficld’s 
line. The expense of carrying all the mails to 
California under this amendment, if adopted, will 
be $1,450,000 a year. 

Mr. YULEE. 
leans and El Paso route? 

Mr. WILSON. ‘Two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars semi-weekly. Six hundred thousand 
dollars will be paid by the way of St. Louis, and 
$600,000 is now paid to the Butterfield line, making 
altogether $1,450,000. Then there isa clause fora 
mail to Oregon, aeross the country, at an expense 
of $200,000. 1 do not want to see any more con- 
tracts made with steamship lines to convey mails 
between different parts of our own country. 1 
think the necessities of the country require that 
there shall be an overland mail system. 
Butterfield line was out of the way, there would 
be no trouble in securing a proper system on rea- 
sonable terms; but I do not believe you can change 


the Butterfield line now, and therefore I propose || 


to let ut stand, and provide for the other lines 
named in my amendment, so that we shall have 
the central route, the Butterfield route, the New 
Orleans and San Antonio route, and have nothing 
todo with the steamers. Then the printed matter 
from the South can be carried across the country, 
from New Orleans by El Paso; and on the line 
from St. Louis I propose to allow a schedule of 


thirty days for carrying the printed matter. I | 
think that will throw out a great deal of printed | 


matter which would otherwise go in the mails, 


aud cause them to send it by steamers—such as | 


periodicals that the people will want to get in less 


than thirty days. By taking them out of the mails | 


you relieve the burden of carrying the printed 
matter, which brings no income whatever, but is a 
large expense. 

Mr. LANE. Iwas not here when the first 
amendment was read; but 1 would suggest to the 
mover of the pending amendment that the route 
which starts from St. Paul should properly, in 
jusuce to the country on the Pacific, terminate at 
Seattle, in Washington Territory, with a branch 
to the Dalles, in Oregon; for it leaves the main 
direction to the Pacific coast when it turns to go 
to the Dalles, in Oregon. 1 suggest to the Senator 
from Massachusetts to make that alteration, Let 
uum, in the third section of his amendment, strike 
out the words ‘to the Dalles, in Oregon,’’ and 
insert, ‘to Seattle, on Puget Sound, with a branch 
to the Dalles, in Oregon.” 

Mr. WILSON. I accept that amendment. 

Mr. LATHAM. As the amendment of the 


‘nator from Massachusetts is an amendment to | 


an amendment, it cannot be amended; but I sug- 
€est to him to modify it by inserting an additional 
Section, providing that, m case the contractors 
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How much for the New Or- 


For $600,000; $800,000a year | 
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vice, the Postmaster General may have the power 
to provide some other service for the printed 
matter, 

Mr. HALE. That can be put in. 

Mr. WILSON. 
fornia suggest the modification he desires. 

Mr. LATHAM. I will draw it up if the Sen- 
ator will make it part of his amendment, because 
it would be out of order for me to move it. 


Let the Senator from Cali- 


Mr.GWIN. It being understood that the Sen- | 
ator from Massachusetts accepts the amendment | 


proposed by my colleague, | suggest that while 


itis being prepared any gentleman who has an 


| objection to this proposition can state it. T shall 
| certainly vote for this provision. 
| the entire mail carried overland, I am for it. 


If we can get | 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The proposed | 


modification will be read as soon as it is com- 


| pleted. ‘The question is on the adoption of the 
amendment to the amendnient. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to hear 


| what it is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ment is being prepared. 
| Mr. YULEE. What are we waiting for? Time 
is important, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
| from Massachusetts proposesto modify hisamend- 
ment. ‘The modification has not yet been pre- 
pared, 

Mr. YULEE. Itis understood what the nature 
of the modification is, and there is no reason why 
any explanations which gentlemen desire to make 


|| in regard to the general proposition should not 


If the | 


proceed, ; 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
receive a message from the Llouse of Representa- 
| tives. 
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over the Salt Lake route fail to accept this ser- || committee have agreed to recommend that the 


House recede from that amendment of theirs, and 
that the Senate recede from its amendment in re- 
gard to the twenty-five per cent. deduction. The 
effect will be to leave the printing precisely on 
the terms in which it now stands by law. The 
Senate committee were very desirous of having 
this reduction of twenty-five per cent. made, but 
they were very unwilling to disturb the rights of 
the Printer of the Senate, and to take away from 
him and give to the House Printer that which the 
law now gives to the Senate Printer. The con- 
sequence was that they could come to no agree- 
ment, except to recommend that both Houses re- 
cede from their respective amendments, so that 
there will be no provision at all in this bill with 
regard to the public printing. The House having 
passed a loan bill, the Senate committee felt war- 
ranted in recommending the Senate to recede from 
amendments number twenty-one, twenty-two, 
twenty-three, and twenty-four, which provided 
for a loan. 
The report was concurred in. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker of the House had signed the following 
enrolled bills; which thereupon received the sig- 
nature of the Vice President: 

A bill (S. No. 30) for the relief of Sheldon Me- 
Kuight; 

A bill (HL. R. No. 238) for the relief of Robert 
Johnson; 

A bill (H. R. No. 424) for the relief of con- 
gressional township number six south, of range 
number eight west, in Randolph county, State of 
Indiana; and 


A bill (H. R. No. 847) authorizing 


bh 


a loan, and 


|| providing for the redemption of ‘Treasury notes. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the | 


House had agreed to the report of the committee 
| of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill (EH. R. No. 339) making ap- 
propriations for the legislative, executive, and 
| judicial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1861. 


ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
} on the bill (H.R. No. 339) making sppreny >. 
tions for the legislative, executive, and judicial 
| expenses of the Government for the 
| the 30th June, 1861, made the following report: 


| 


POST ROUTE BILL. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the post route bill, 


| the pending question being on the amendment of 


1} 


Mr. Wixson to that offered by Mr. Yutee. 
Mr. HALE. I desire simply to make a single 
suggestion to the Senate upon the general merits 


{| of this amendment, and that is, that let the Senate 


Mr. PEARCE, from the committee of confer- | 


determine upon what they will, Ll hope they will 
not, by the course things have proceeded here, 


\ be coerced into the adoption of the steamship pre- 
ject I think the Senate owe it to themselves to 


rear ending | 


| The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of || 


| the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 
| 339) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, 
| and judicial expenses of the Government tor the yearend 
ing the 30th of June, 1861, having met, after full and free 


llouses as follows: 
That the Senate recede from its amendment to the House 


that the House recede from its amendment to the said 
seventh amendment, and agree to the said seventh amend 
ment. 


twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three, and twenty-four. 
J. A. PEARCE, 
| A. O. P. NICHOLSON, 
B. F. WADE, 
| Managers on the part of the Senate. 
J. 8. MORRILL, 
| JOUN 8S. PHELPS, 
| WILLIAM A. HOWARD, 
Managers on the part of the House of Representatives. 
| 


| amendments as to which there are disagreeing 
|| votes of the two Houses. The first is the seventh 
|} amendment of the Senate, which reduced the 
'| amount appropriated for the printing bureau, and 


vere one | 
| limited the number of clerks to three. The House 


| made-an amendment to that in respect to the pub- 
|| lic printing, the object being to rectify what they 
| Supposed an inequality of profits between the 
|| House Printer and the Senate Printer. The Sen- 
|; ate made an amendment to that amendment of the 
|| House, by which they proposed a reduction of 
1 twenty-five per cent. in the price of the anaes 
printing. The House committee and the Senate 


That the Senate recede from its amendments numbers | 


amendment to the seventh amendmentof the Senate; and | 


| 





reject that anyhow. When I say that, it is due 
to the honorable Senator from California, who is 


/a member of the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads [Mr. Gwin] to say that he has been, 
for the past three months, urging upon the com- 
mittee and upon the Senate action upon this sub- 


_ ject, for the reason that the very contingency 


conterence, have agreed to recommend to their respective |! 


which now presents itself to the Senate would 
present itself. He told us that these contracts 
expired so soon that we should be left without 
any service to the Pacific coast, and that he feared 


'the Department would be driven, as a matter of 


| necessity, to the employment of the steamships. 


We here do not know all the influences that are 
operating upon us; but I am satisfied myself that 
there has been, in some way or other—lI do not 
know how, and do not undertake to say, but | 
think I have felt it, though I have not seen it—an 
influence operating in that direction to retard le- 


| gislation in this body upon this subject, with the 


| the steamship line ask. 


| 


very hope and expectation that we should find 
Mr. PEARCE. There are now but really two | 


ourselves where we now are—forced almost, as 


| amatter of necessity, to take up this contract with 
| 


these steam vessels. Now, they propose to go 
three times a month for $400,000 a year. You 
can have an overland service from St. Louis to 
San Francisco, taking your entire mail, not three 
times a month, but three times a week—four times 
the service—for fifty per cent. advance on what 
You must pay them 
$400,000 a year for carrying a mail three times a 
month, and you can have your entire mail carried 
overland, by responsible contractors, three times 
a week—or in other words, four times as often— 


| for $600,000; or, if you choose to double the sum, 





Sa 


ee enn te ae 


bo 


TA eae 


est an 


eas 


TRON Ah to EE NR st 






- a Eo em 


9°o« 
3234 
and put it at $800,000, you can have a daily mail 
between the city of St. Louis and the city of San 
Francisco, carrying the entire mails in twenty 
days tume, every day each way, for just exactly 
doubje what you propose to pay the steamship 
line for carrying it three times a month. 

It seems to me, that between these two propo- 
sitions the Senate cannot hesitate at all; and be- 
sides that, I think an overland mail has vastly the 
advantage of the steamship service. If you take 
the stcamship, you have sull got the Butterfield 
contract, and both together make the cost of the 
service $1,000,000 a year. That is entirely re- 
gardiess of any mail for the accommodation of 
St. Louis and San Francisco direct, and entirely 
regardless of the interests of the northern portion 
of the Union, which is to be benefited by the mail 
from St. Paul to Oregon. If you adopt the amend- 
ment now proposed by the Senator from Florida, 
to allow $400,000 a year to the steamships, that, 
together with the $600,000 paid to the Butterfield 
contractors, makes $1,000,000 a year paid for the 
transportation of the entire mail, and you only 
get it carried three times a month; for it will be 
remembered that the Butterfield company only 
carry letters. It leaves unprovided for everything 
that lies north of El Paso, in Texas, and that is 
the situation in which you are placed. ‘This 
amendment looks, evidently contemplates, if you 
adopt this steamship line, that you are to have 
another line from St. Louis to San Francisco; and 
if you give it to the lowest bidder, it will be, at the 
least, $400,000, and then there is the Oregon coun- 
try to be provided for. I think every interest of 


public pomris Srey interest that should legiti- | 


mately be appealed to, does appeal to us to have 
done with this ocean steam company, and not 
have the thing take the course it has, and be put 
off to the very last day of the session, and then, as 
a maticr of necessity, we be compelled te succumb 
to one man—for I think the Postmaster General 
says substantially, that only one man can do it; 
and itis in substance reducing Congress to the 
alternative of submitting tu pay Mr. Vanderbilt 
$400,000 a year for running his steamers three 
times a month. I hope, whatever else may be 
done, that amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. GWIN. IL hope the Senate will adopt the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
so far as the overland service is concerned, I hope 
we shall have an opportunity of seeing whether 
we cannot carry the whole mail across the conu- 
nent. I believe we can. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to ask if there is 
any need of any more law on this subject; whether 
the Post Office Department has not a right to set 
up a mail by the Salt Lake route to Calitormin, as 
frequently as it pleases, without any more law 
about it. 

Mr. LATHAM. But they have not the right 
to send printed matter. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
they have. 

Mr. LATHAM. I think you are mistaken. 

Mr. GWIN. They have not the right to send 

rinted maiter by the Butterfield route, nor can it 

e done by the ocean route, under a law passed 
the other day. ‘The amendment orders the Post- 
master General to put up the service, which, to 
be sure, he can do without this law; but it pro- 
vides that if he cannot get the service performed 
by the Salt Lake route, he may employ ocean 
service. Thatis the only additional legislation. 
He can do all the rest without this provision. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The Butterfield route is 
confined to the carrying of letters; but the Salt 
Lake route is not so confined. 

Mr. GWILN., ‘The Postmaster General can now 
contract for the whole of the service proposed in 
this amendment, without any additional legisla- 
tion at all, if he is disposed to do it; but if he 
cannot get the printed matter carried by the land 
routes, as 1 believe he can—I have no doubt about 
that—then he has no authority under the ex- 
isting law to contract for carrying it by ocean 
lines. 


Mr. COLLAMER. Unless for the ocean post- 


are. 
Mr. YULEE. I believe this question is now 
fully betere the Senate 
Mr. WILSON. Will the Senator from Flor- 


3y the Salt Lake route 





ida allow me to have the first section of my pro- | 


posed amendment read, as I have modified it? 
Mr. YULEE. Certainly. 


_THE CON 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 


That the Postmaster General be, and he ts hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to contract with the contractors on 


route *891), between St. Joseph, Missouri, and Great Salt | 


Lake City, and and route *12801, between Great Salt Lake 
City and Placerville, California, or with either of them, for 


the conveyance of the entire United States mail between | 


St. Louis, via St. Joseph, Missouri, and Placerville, to San 
Francisco, California, in twenty days’ time: Provided, 
The service can be obtained tri weekly the first year, ata 
compensation not to exceed $600,000, and daily thereatter 
at an additional compensation not to exceed $200,000 per 
annum; the service to expire July |, 1866, and the contract- 
ors to supply Denver City and Great Salt Lake City with a 
weekly mail without additional compensation: Provided, 
If the Postmaster General cannot contract with the above- 
named contractors to do the service herein provided tor, 
that be shallthen be authorized to contract for this service 


= 
1 


| world to get to California. 


_ across the continent runs through the cou 


by ocean steamships for a sum not exceeding $400,000, in- | 


cluding isthmus transportation. 


Mr. HALE. Will not the Senator from Mas- 
sachusettsconsent to strike out the words ** with 
the above named contractors?”’ If he cannot con- 
tract with these contractors, there may be others 
who can carry the mail. 

Mr. LATHAM. 
double service over the same route. 

Mr. HALE. No; for if he cannot contract 


with them, it is only to let him contract with any- | 


body else. 


Mr. LATHAM. 


does not expire for two years. From Salt Lake 
on you can contract at once; but on this side the 
contract does not expire for two years. 

Mr. GWIN. But he can discontinue the ser- 
vice he has now, after giving thirty days’ no- 
tice. 

Mr. LATHAM. If he has a right to discon- 
tinue the service, | should prefer the suggestion 
of the Senator from New Hampshire. 
misinformed, of course I would not want thatin. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator from California 


_ will listen to me for a moment, I will say to him 


that, if these contractors have a contract on that 
route, it is subject to all the contingencies of gen- 
eral contracts, and the Postmaster General may 


jut they have a contract | 
now between Salt Lake and St. Joseph, which | 


If lam) 


| In principle and wrong in practice. 


, Senator from Massachusetts commend the 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


jut then you would have || 





discontinue it at any time he pleases, on giving | 


them thirty days’ pay. I wantit put inthis way: 
if he cannot contract with these contractors, or 


| with anybody else, let him contract with the 


steamships for carrying the printed matter. 

Mr. LATHAM. If the Senator is right, that 
is exactly what I want. 

Mr. HALE. Itis what I want. 

Mr. LATHAM. The Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
Pvucu] informs me, however, that the statement 
is incorrect, so far as the Postmaster General’s 
authority to discontinue is concerned, and so 
other Senators inform me; and that was my rea- 
son for having the amendment drawn as it is; but 
if the Senator from New Hampshire is correct, 
I would rather insert the words ‘‘ or other con- 
tracts.’’ 

Mr. PUGH. My impression is, that, when 
we had the Butterfield route under debate, it was 
stated 

Mr. HALE. That is not the Butterfield route. 

Mr. PUGH. It was stated that none of the 
overland contracts contained a provision reserv- 
ing to the Postmaster General the power to dis- 
continue. 

Mr. HALE. They all contain that provision, 
except the Butterfield contract. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I suppose it makes very little 
difference how it is put, according to the doctrine 
on the other side of the Chamber. If a contractor 
wants to plunder the Treasury, all the Black Re- 
publicans vote for it. 

Mr. LATHAM. I will ask the chairman of 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
whether this contract is suchas other Post Office 
contracts are? 

Mr. YULEE. Itis. 

Mr. LATHAM. Then I am willing to put in 





| the words * or other contractors.”’ 


Mr. LANE. Mr. President, I ain not inclined 


‘to favor that portion of the amendment which 


provides for steam mail service to the Pacific un- 
der any circumstances. I do not want mail steam 
service. If we cannot have service across our own 
soil on our own country, | would stop it alto- 
gether. Iam satisfied that the mail service be- 
tween this portion of our country and the Pacific 
can be performed across our own territory. Tam 
not for employing a line that leaves New York 
and never touches at an American port again until 











se 





June 22 


There is 
why we should send the Pacific mails iieeakae 


it arrives at San Francisco. 


That acco 
nobody but the people at the termini. A mes 


: . . try, a 
portion of which is not now settled, but soon w})) 
be, if you have a regular muil line. Then ag 
not give us overland service? Why not dispe ; 
with the steamship service between ports on o 
own soil, when every Senator knows that the a 
vice can be performed across our own continent, 
and accommodate American citizens living poy 
American soil? I am opposed in toto to the om 
steamship service starting from New York 
going by Panama and touching at no American 
port unul it reaches San Francisco. It is wrone 
5 


nse 


The general provisions of the amendment of the 
; ; : Mselves 
to my judgment, because it provides for Overland 
service from New Orleans, via El Paso, to con. 
neet with the Butterfield route to San Franciseo 

and for service three times a week from St. Louis 
to San Francisco across Our OWN Country, and for 
service from St. Paul to Oregon and Washington, 
Establish these routes, cause the service to be per- 
formed upon them, and then require the offcial 
persons, who have to travel from this part of the 
country to the Pacific, to travel by these routes 

and you accommodate not only everybody on the 
routes, but you build up settlements, you Open 
the country; and, by confining Army officers and 
other officials, who travel under orders to and from 
the Pacific coast, to mileage estimated by thes» 
routes, you save to the Government a good deal 
of expense. Yousave one half the mileage whieh 
the Government pays for travel by way of Pa- 
nama. Wrong has been perpetrated here for years 
in allowing members of Congress and others en- 
titled to mileage, to compute the distance by way 
of Panama, That ought to be stopped, and let 
them travel across our own country. It is ours; 
and why not go across it, instead of out of it and 
half round the world, to reach our own States? 
As I am interested in the matter, I should not like 
to offer an amendment, but I suggest to some Sen- 
ator to propose that all persons in the service of 
the Government, entitled to mileage for travel to 
and from the Pacific, shall have it computed ac- 
cording to the overland routes, for it would be a 
very great saving to this country; you would save 
many thousands of dollars which could be ap- 
plied to transporting the mails, and it ought to be 
done. 

There is no reason why the steam service 
should be continued, but there is reason why the 
service should be performed across our own coun- 
try. As the Senator from New Hampshire re- 
marked, instead of a mail three times a month, it 
gives us a mail three times a week; and for a 
very small advance. comparatively, on the price 
proposed for steamship service, we can have 
thirty mails a month by the overland routes, 1n- 
stead of three by the ocean route. Then why not 
have the overland service? Iam sure that the 
Senator from New Hampshire, let him belong to 
what party he may, looks at this matter as a 
statesman, as one who wants to advance our 
home interests, and accommodate our people upon 
our soil, without going around the world to reach 
another portion of our country with a mail three 
times a month, which touches nowhere unt 1t 

ets to the terminus. That system is wrong; and 
i hope the mail steamship service will be stopped 
now and hereafter, from this time henceforwart, 
and let us have a mail from New Orleans, via Ei 
Paso, to connect with the Butterfield route, and 
continue the Butterfield contract, and then give 
us service from St. Louis to San Francisco, and 
from St. Paul to Oregon. Then you will have 
done much to advance the interests of our ow! 
people upon our own soil; and I hope that this or 
some other proposition having for its purpose 
this great object may be adopted. : 

Mr. GREEN. [like very much the idea ad- 
vanced by the Senator from Oregon, and if he 
thinks that his mileage under the law Is too much, 
he has a perfect right to relinquish it, and onl} 
take that which he thinks is right and proper. 

Mr. LANE. I would say to the Senator, that 
while I should be very willing to do that, I know 
that there are hundreds of others who are !0 “ 
service as well as your humble servant, who woul’ 
not be willing to do it. They will take all the law 
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jlows them, and estimate the distance by Pan- 
: You had better fix the matter by law, and 


ma. ; 
en they will take what the law allows. Even 


j. sir, with all my patriotism, am very apt to take 
“1st what the law allows, but not a cent more. 
That much | am in the habitof taking; but if you 
will compute the distance by the overland route, 
| shall be content with that, and it will confine 
others to the same distance. 

Mr. GREEN. That does very well, but it 
would be wrong in itself. I cannot see how any 
man can accept it while it continues to be wrong. 

Mr. LANE. Will the Senator allow me 

Mr. GREEN. Certainly. 

Mr. LANE. I will say, in a word, that here- 
tofore the travel has been by Panama, and it has 
pot been very practicable for any of the agents 
of the Government to travel across the country. 
You have not established mail routes overland; 
you have not afforded that facility and protection 
which would make it secure to go overland. It 
js your fault, not the fault of those who have had 
the mileage. Now, however, you propose to give 
overland service; you propose to establish over- 
land service in mail coaches. That will enable 
the agents of the Government to pass safely over 
the country. Ihave not passed over the country 
while in the service of the Government and enti- 
tied to mileage, except when I went out as the 
Governor of Oregon Territory. Then I was five 
months and twenty-two days on the route, and 
had nota cent of mileage, and never charged any. 
Ever since then, in passing to and fro, the only 
safe conveyance was by Panama. It was your 
fault that the overland service was not safe. You 
did not put on coaches; oe did not provide that 
kind of conveyance whic 
safe for officers to pass through. Now the coun- 
try is being aed up; and there is no occasion 





ee 


1 made it ‘. acticable and | 
a 


further to go around by Panama, but we can safely | 


goacross the country. Then fix the travel by 
that route; fix it by law; stop the other route as 
an official route, and let Army officers and other 
agents of the Government who are allowed mile- 
age have it computed by the overland route. 

Mr. YULEE. | wish to ask the Senator from 
Oregon whether he considers that the route of 
travel across the country now is unsafe? 

Mr. LANE. I consider now that you have no 
certain mail service between St. Louis and Cali- 
fornia by Salt Lake. 

Mr. YULEE. There is service twice a week. 

Mr. LANE. 
provide for its being by this provision. - 

Mr.GREEN. So far as the establishment of 


It is not as expeditious as we | 


mails is concerned, does the Senator from Oregon | 


want it done for the purpose of giving him facili- 
iesoftravel? If that is his purpose, it is outside 


of mine, and it is outside of the general purpose | 
of the postal relations of thisGovernment. When | 


we establish mail service, it is for the mail, and 


not for the travel. : 
Ree LANE. They generally go together, 
though. 

Mr. GREEN. It has been determined by the 


Postmaster General, with the assent of the Con- 
~ of the United States, that the business of the 


ost Office Department is to transport the mail, | 


and do it in the cheapest and best manner we can, 


and leave the people go as they can; and yet he | 
wants to predicate the crossing of the continent || 


upon the mail services, He is wrong in that, 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Will the honorable Sen- | 


aior from Missouri allow me to suggest, as he is | 


a friend of this amendment, and so is the Senator 
from Oregon, that I hope there will be no discus- 
sion betweeti them. I believe the friends of the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts 
are in the majority here, if we can come to a vote. 

Mr. GREEN. Very well; but I will remark 


to the Senator from Wisconsin, that we shall soon | 


get to a vote if he will let me alone; bat if he 
interposes, he will postpone ita long time. The 
best way for him to get a vote is to let me alone; 
and if he has any discretion or propriety, he will 
let me alone. I was desiring to correct a false idea 
Promulgated by the Senator from Oregon. We 


tstablish our postal relations with reference to | 


postal facilities; we leave the traveling public to 
the traveling conveniences, and they must pay 
their own expenses and abide the consequences 
of their own travel. That is agreed upon. There 
18 One anno I live in the middle of the val- 
ley of the ississippi. The overland mail isa 
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| secure the rights ofall, and especially of my own 


; all: to New York, the great center of trade, to 


great thing to me; it is a great thing to the people 

of Missouri; it is a great thing to the people of 
Arkansas, of lowa, of Minnesota, of Illinois, of 
Michigan, of other States—I might include Ohio 
and Indiana. It is a great thing to them; but | 
can tell you, sir, thatthe ocean mail steam service 
and the Isthmus service are more importantto New 
York, and Philadelphia, and Baltimore, than is an 
overland mail service. While we get what we 
want for the interior, let us do justice to the ex- 
terior. Is notthatright? I know that the travel 
and the communication from New York, from 
Philadelphia, from Boston, although I have no 
connection with them in any sense whatever, is | 
more direct and more important by way of the | 
Isthmus to San Francisco by ocean steamers than | 
itis overland; and yet, from the interior across, it | 
is more important to us to have an overland ser- | 
vice. | 

Mr. LATHAM. Will my friend from Mis- | 
souri allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr.GREEN. Certainly. 

Mr. LATHAM. If thatis the case, how does 
it come that leading merchants of the cities of 

3oston, New York, and Philadelphia, present to 
this body a petition asking for a daily overland 
mail? 

Mr. GREEN. I answer by asking, is it pos- 
sible that New York, and Boston, and Philadel- 
phia, are willing to dispense with the ocean mail 
service, and is the Senator from California willing 
to dispense with it? 

Mr. LATHAM. Iam, most cheerfully. 

Mr. GREEN. But are they? 

Mr. LATHAM. I only have their petition that 
was presented here and laid on the table of this 
body, signed by several hundred of the first mer- 
chants of those three cities. 

Mr. GREEN. I| happen to know a little about 
it, and [ will tell you they are not willing to dis- 
pense with it. A few interested men, who expect 
to make money out of the overland mail route, 
may desire it, and petition for it; but to keep up an 
exterior service as well as an interior service, is | 
important to accommodate all parties, for the sake | 
of travel and for the sake of the mails. If you 
undertake to carry the whole mail overland, it | 
will break dewn; you cannot do it. I know that 
the mere letter mat! might be carried overland. | 
am quite in favor of the overland mail service; 
more than youare. It does me more good than 
itdoes you; itdoes my State more good; but while 
[ intend to defend my own State, I will not do | 
injustice to other States. 1 want to do justice to | 


Philadelphia,to Boston, to Baltimore, whose com- | 
merce, Whose intercourse, are important to be kept 
up. Now I do know that it will be better for them | 
to keep up the ocean mail steam service as well | 
as an overland mail service. ‘The overland ser- 
vice accomplishes the transit from the center of 
the Mississippi valley to the Pacific, from the 
center to the western verge. The other service 
accomplishes it from the eastern verge to the west- 
ern verge; and if yousend theeastern mail through 
the center, the mishaps, the delay, the weight, 
and the contingencies dependentupon it will make | 
it worse for all than if you send it around the 
coast. 

I have looked at this subject, as I think, ina 
liberal and magnanimous view, not to injure Ore- 
gon. I want to benefit Oregon, but I want to | 


State, the heart of the Mississippi valley, that 
vibrates with every pulsation felt in any extrem- 
ity of the Union. Sul, I will not do injustice to 
New York, to Boston, to Philadelphia, and to 
Baltimore. I cannot do it. Leave them their 
facilities; let us get ours; and while we do that, | 
we accommodate them and we accommodate our- 
selves. If we do this, I think the public interest | 
is better subserved than if we strike at any one | 
| 





class. I do not care whether they are called | 
Republicans, Americans, Democrats, Whigs, or 
anything else, I will do justice to them all. When 
you have the Union as it is in its broad expanse, 
it has got a center, and that center is right at the 
city of St. Louis, There the trade concentrates. 
Half of your transit is completed when you get 
there; and if, before you get there, you choose to 
send to San Francisco by way of the Isthmus, | 
and you can do it cheaper than you can by way | 
of St, Louis, I shall not complain—you have the | 
right; but if you will come by there, then I want | 
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to give you the privilege of going direct to Port- 


' land, to San Francisco, to Los Angeles; but L will 


not consent to take away any of the rights of any 
of the States on the eastern border, simply be- 
cause the center of the Union desires an overland 
mail route. I go for the overland mail route; but 


| I do not desire to take away the routes which the 


borders desire in their transit from one end to the 


| other. 


Mr. LANE. I do not want to detain the Senate, 
and will not do so; but | wish simply to netice one 
remark of the Senator from Missouri. He blows 
hot and cold quicker and faster than any man Lever 
saw. * Just now he reminded ua it was the duty 
of the Government to give mail service without 
reference to the travel. Now, he knows, as well 
as you, sir, or any other man in this country, that 
there is a regular line of mail steamers from New 
York, via Panama, to San Francisco, and that 
they will continue te run there as longas America 
exists, and as long as our country lasts; and, in 
order to encourage travel by that route, he will 


| give mail service by Panama, for it facilitates 


| travel, 


Just before, he reminded us that he could 
not give service across the country with a view of 
facilitating travel. He cannot give us service with 
a view of advancing travel overland, but he can 
give mail service to advance travel by sea. Now, 
sir, travel will go by sea, and all that want to go 
by sea will have the privilege of doing so, because 
the steamers will leave regularly three times a 


| month, and perhaps oftener, and they can carry 


out, by express, any communications which per- 
sons desire to send in that way. Let us have over- 


| land service from St. Louis, and other points, to 


the Pacific coast, across our own country. The 
mail from New York can reach St. Louis in two 
days, and in eighteen days more it will be upon 
the Pacific coast, by the overland route, in 
time than the steamer can take it by way of Pan- 
ama. I hope the amendment will be adopted, 
withoutany provision for service other than across 
our OWn continent, 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, we have all 
professed, men of the East and of the West, men 


, of all parties, even from the South, to be in favor 


of a telegraph line across the country to Califor- 
nia, of an overland mail line, and of a railway to 
the Pacific. Sir, we have already provided for 
the telegraph. Now we propose to have the over- 
land mail line, and we hope that the Pacific rail- 
road will follow speedily. This proposition, in 
the form in which it is now put, allows $600,000 
a year for a tri-weekly mail, with the privilege of 
making a contract for a daily mail for $800,000. 
In case the Government fails to contract with 
these parties, | propose, as suggested by the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire, to amend the amend- 
ment, so that it may contract with other parties; 


| and then if the Government fails to make a con- 
, tract for tri-weekly service at $600,000, or daily 





| provision is very well as it stands. 


service at $800,000, the Government has the priv- 
ilege, as I think it ought to have, of making a 
contract with the steamers, including the transit 
across the Isthmus, for $400,000. I think the 
It is a prop- 
osition to provide for carrying not only letters, 
but all printed matter. In this form, some may 
regard it as an experiment, but I have no doubt 
of its success. If, however, it should fail, the 
Government has the privilege of making a con- 
tract with the steam lines for $400,000. We give 
the central inland route the advantage over the 


| steamers of $200,000 for a tri-weekly mail, and 


$400,000 for a daily mail. I think it will succeed; 


| but if it should fail, certainly we ought to be in a 


position to have our mails carried to the Pacific 
in some way. I shall vote very cheerfully for the 
inland route; and as for my own section, I think 
it is the universal sentiment of all business men, 
and of all men, that if we can get a rapid inland 
service in twenty days, tri-weekly or daily, across 
the country to California, it will be something 
not only to go for but to rejoice over. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, it will, perhaps, 
tend to attract the attention of the Senate to this 
subject when I tell them that the proposition of 


| the Senator from Massachusetts proposes to raise 


the cost of the transportation of the mails to Cali- 


| fornia—supposing it possible to convey them ny 
, 


the means he provides—to the sum of $1,950, 
or nearly two million dollars a year, to reach the 


| other side, without including the cost of internal 


transportation. I trust the statement of that fact 
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will be sufficient to draw the attention of the Sen- | 
ate to the question. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 wish the Senator to explain 
how this increase is made. Ido not understand it. 

Mr. YULEE. I will doso. The Butterfield 
service costs $600,000 a year, and is continued. 
The Placerville service is proposed by the Senator 
to be made a daily mail, ata cost of $800,000. It 
is to be $600,000° the first year for a tri-weekly 
service, and $800,000 the next year for a daily | 
service, Then he gives $250,000 to the Giddings 
line from San Antonio to El Paso, and $200,000 | 
for the northern route, These items together 
make $1,950,000, the cost of transferring The mail 
from one side of the continent to the other. 

Now, letus see what else the Senator’s amend- | 
ment proposes. It proposes, by legislative enact- 
ments, to designate the persons who shall have 
these contracts; and, although they are at present 
contractors, their routes for service expire within | 
the next year, and it proposes to extend the con- 
tracts to them to 1864, thus granting legislative 
contracts for four years upon these routes, speci- 
fying the amount, and disabling the Department 
from making any changes which circumstances 
may require hereafter. But it does more. It 
proposes, as a gratuity to one of the contractors, | 
to put double service upon his line. We havea 
service now running to E] Paso. It proposes that 
you shall put on another route, and allow $250,000, 
to extend to El Paso, running some three or four 
hundred miles over the same route with the But- 
terfield coaches; and you give for that service 
250,000, without reducing the service at all on 
the existing El Paso route, carrying, in fact, 
nothing but letters; because, beyond El Paso, the 
Butterfield contractors are not obliged to take any- 
thing else; and when I tell Senators upon the au- 
thority of a proposition made to me by responsi- 
ble overland contractors, that the same service, and | 
one hundred and forty miles farther—to wit: from | 


_Coluinbus, the termination of railroad connection 


with Galveston—the mail can be carried to El Paso 
for $100,000, saving to us some twenty-four thou- | 
eand dollars now paid, and saving $53,000 more | 
now puid to the present contractors whose service | 
itis here proposed to increase to $250,000. Thus 
more service may be obtained from responsible 
men fora very littl more than the present cost 
of what ts done now upon the same routes, when 
you propose to raise it to $250,000. 

What then? When you have done all this, | 
when you have put the country to the expense of | 
$1,950,000 a year, you have done what leaves you 
just where you are now, and how is that?) You 
are provided already with a twice-a-week service 
for all letter matter for which you pay $600,000 a 
year, That route is obliged to take all your letter 
matter, every bit of your letter mail that you put | 
upon it,and there remains nothing to be provided 
for bat your printed matter; and now you pro- 
pose to establish two or three more routes upon 
the pretense of taking your printed matter, when 
I'am about to demonstrate that it is a physical 
impossibility for that matter to go overland upon 
any of these routes; and the only effect of your | 
legislation will be, either to put upon the Depart- 


en 
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thirty thousand one hundred and sixty-nine 
ee On the preceding trip, they carried three 
vundred and thirty-four bags and two boxes from 
New York, and even bags from New Orleans, 
weighing twenty-eight thousand two hundred and 
thirty-five pounds; and so on. This is extra of the 
matter carried overland on the Placerville route 
now, and on the twice-a-week Butterfield route, 
making a weight of mail amounting to a ton a 
day on the average nearly. How many teams 
do you suppose it will require to do that cross- 
ing the mountains and the wilderness, blocked up 
by snow two or three months in the year? They 
would require to start two teams of four or six 
mules daily to enable them to carry it, and they 
would require not less than four thousand horses, 
besides numerous stations and coaches. They 


| must, besides that, make carriages suited to the 





ment the necessity of paying some two million || 


more te get this matter overland—for you have 

srohibited them from taking it by water—or to 

eave your mails here on this side. In order that | 
there may be no mistake on this point, L have ob- | 
tained from the Department official data as to the 

weig tof the mails; and I think, probably, that | 
Senators who have not taken occasion to investi- | 
gnte the matter have very little idea of the weight | 
of these mails. Iam sure that none of those gen- | 
tlemen who are pursuing with such eagerness the | 
idea of an overland mail now in the present con- 
dition of these routes, can have had any idea of | 
the weight of matter which they will be required | 
to carry over. Here is a statement of the weight 
of the mails carried by the isthmus steamers from | 
January last down to the month of April. I will | 
give you the specifications of the two or three last | 
trips, that you may know what it is we have to | 
deal with. On the trip leaving April 20, they | 
carried from New York three hundred and thirty- | 
one bags, and nine boxes, and from New Orleans 

twelve bags, weighing twenty-eight thousand two | 
hundred and twenty-eight pounds. On the pre- 
vious trip, they carried three hundred and i 
five mail bags and four boxes from New York, 
and eleven ‘bags from New Orleans, weighin 


or 
6b 


|| transportation of this matter; for it is not simply 


the weight, but the bull. They would be re- 
quired, with the tri-weekly service, even suppos- 
ing there is no increase in the amount of mail 
matter, to carry fifty large, well filled mail bags, 
more than twenty-five of which could not possi- 
bly be got into any wagon that could be con- 
structed for the purpose. That is what they have 
to do. 

Mr. President, this is a postal question. It is 
a great burden upon the Government, and yet it 
is a great duty of the Government to establish 
the best postal intercourse it can between the two 
sections of the country, within reasonable limits 
and within the means of the Government. The 
principle upon which I have acted, and the prin- 
ciple on which I should advise action on this sub- 
ject is, in this, as in alj other cases, to leave the 


| Department free to do the best with its means; to 


give as frequent a service and as good service as 
vossible, and by the best routes, according to its 


| judgment, and in the most economical manner 


that itcan. Now, the whole scope of the amend- 
ment I propose is to leave the Department free. 
I say let them establish an overland service, as 
much of it as is necessary; but they have been 
restricted by the legislation of last week from the 
use of the ocean service, operating twofold to the 
damage of the Government; because, by disabling 
them from the use of the ocean service, you re- 
move competition, and enable the overland pro- 
posers to claim from the Government whatever 
they please; and you put the Government at their 
mercy, while its true policy is to open as many 
reutes as possible, both water and overland, for 
the purpose of maintaining a wholesome compe- 
tition, and thus securing to the Goverment the 
cheapest possible service. 

The amendment which the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts proposes secks to escape the weight of 
the mails: and, while it establishes this enormous 
and expensive service under the pretense of car- 
rying these mails, seeks to escape that service by 
throwing them outof the post office track into the 
hands of the expresses. The last section of the 
amendment proposed by the Senator, which would 
escape attention unless the notice of the Senate 
was drawn to it, proposes to require them only to 
convey the printed matter twice monthly, with a 
schedule of thirty days. That has two horns to 


it, both of them against the Government. One 


is, by the long schedule of thirty days, to drive 
the printed matter out of the mails into the ex- 
press companies, exposing the people of Cali- 
fornia to the enormous cost of express service 
and depriving the Government of the revenues de- 
rived from that postage; and, on the other hand, 
making it an absolute impossibility, and without 
remedy against the contractors, for them to carry 
this matter. They are to be made to carry the 
entire mails twice monthly for printed matter: 
that is to say, they are to carry fifteen tons each 
trip. They are only required to start semi- 
monthly with the printed matter; and we see, by 
the table which I have presented of the actual 
weight of the mails, as weighed by the agent of 
the Post Office Department at Panama, that the 
accumulation during two weeks is thirty thousand 
pounds; and they must provide for fifteen tons of 
mail matter at a time. Suppose they are inter- 
rupted in the mountains by snow: imagine the 
mass of printed matter which is to accumulate 
there—a mountain which, inthe course ofa couple 
of months, may be sixty tons in weight, and a 
bulk unimaginable almost. Will it ever melt 
down? Will that mountain ever be removed? 














j — 
| Are there conveyances to be found in the 
| ever to reduce that mountain of matter ? 
| suppose it would ever reach its destination ? lca 
tel] you what would become of your printed m ‘ 
ter—what I know has become already of a = 
deal of public documents and other mail b 
the frontier of the country. It will be y 
eamp-fires; and that will be the end of 
your printed mail matter as it is attempte 
across overland on this continent. 
Sir, gentlemen are mistaken if they Suppose, as 
I infer a do suppose, from their reference t, 
the possible abolition of the franking Privilege 
that the franked matter amounts to any very Jaro, 
womens of the printed matter which goes acros. 
have the means of showing, by the element, 
which compose one of the mails that crossed re. 
cently, what the proportion of the different kinds 
| of matter is. ‘The cargo of mail matter, for they 
are cargoes, which left New York on the i, 
of March, contained thirty-two bags of letters 
weighing twelve hundred and forty-five pounds. 
two hundred and seventy-seven bags of papers, 
weighing twenty-three thousand and eighty-thre: 
pounds; sixteen bags of public documents, weigh. 
| Ing seventeen hundred and forty-eight pounds. 
two boxes of stamped envelopes, twenty-seyer 
pounds. Now, out of three hundred and twenty. 
seven packages of mail matter, there were only 
sixteen bags of public documents. The weight ¢j 
that mail amounted to about twenty-seven thou. 
send pounds, being about fourteen tons; there 
being, out of three hundred and twenty-seven 
ackages, only sixteen of public documents, | 
had a table which I thought would communicate 
useful information for the —- of showing 
what is the nature of these bags of printed mat- 
ter; but it seems to have been mislaid. It was 
to show the interest which the people, the hard 


countr 
Do you 


ALS On 
sed for 
such of 
d to get 





|, working, the laboring people in California, will feel 


in the decision which you give to this question, 
Recollect that the number of newspapers which 
passes from the Atlantic to California only, is more 
than three and a half million. Now, what are 
these newspapers? To be sure there are a good 
many of the Herald and Tribune and other daily 
papers that go there; but those go mostly by ex- 
| press. ‘These papers are the papers that go from 
homes that carry home intelligence. They are tli 
equivalents of letters to the miners and to the |a- 
boring men. They are the village newspapers that 
go to men who do not write letters, but who 
receive from their village newspapers the intel|i- 
fence of home matters, which is desirable to them 
/ and which is dear to them. Now you propose, 
by means which the last section of the ament- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts designs, 
to throw all this out of your mail, and to estab- 
lish, under the pretense of carrying this mail, a 
route at a cost of $800,000 a year, which is really 
only to pay so much to the contractor to do not!- 
ing; because, by giving a schedule of thirty days, 
ou throw the greatest part of the printed matter 
into the hands of the expresses; and these poor 
laborers, instead of paying the lower posiag 
which youare enabled, by connecting it with your 
service, toafford them, must pay the express rates, 
whatever they may be, and ich as they may be. 
But, Mr. President, the whole point of the mat- 
ter is this: the Department has full power ' 
establish whatever overland service is necessary; 
the Department cannot use the ocean service bt- 
cause of a very curiously devised provision !! 
the appropriation bill recently passed, that dis- 
ables it from using the ocean service except!" 
the cost of the postage, when we know that the 
postage upon letters constitutes but a small = 
of the compensation which they deserve for‘ 
transportation of this immense matter, and the 
the printed matter and free matter which g° 
carry no compensation to them equivalent to we 
duty they have to perform. It must have we 
evident, at the time it was passed, that it woul 
be impossible to employ that mode of servic’, 
and the only effect of it would be to tie the hanes 
of the Department, and to place the Governmer 
at the disposal and at the mercy of the overla® 
contractors. The purpose of the amendment pr 
posed by the Post Office Committee Is to eet 
the whole matter open to the Department; © 
limit them to a contract not exceeding two ye*’s 
for the ocean service, and to limit them to 4 sv 
not exceeding $400,000, and let them use = 
overland service as may be useful; and they "® 
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q view, if possible, by service within our own 
; risdiction, of dispensing with the ocean service | 
tthe end of that short period. I believe, if 1 were | 
to advise the Department, I would, if possible, 
jjmit the contract to one year, and reserve the op- 
tion of closing itat the end of one year; and if the 
overland service shouldexhibit its ability to carry 
the whole mails, then it might be resorted to; but | 
in the present state of facts known to us, it would 
be unwise to remove the discretion from the Post | 
Office Department, where it is, and to undertake | 
to legislate contracts, which are to run for four 
years, at an immensely increased cost, and to de- 
nrive the commercial community of the reliable, 
valuable, and useful service which has been hith- 
erto performed at very economical rates upon the 
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| 





want the mails carried in that manner, if practi- | 
cable,and at the cheapest rate to the Government. 
Itis, however, expensive to establish these routes; | 
and therefore it is necessary to give them a longer 
time, in order to enable them to establish them. 
But [ have no doubt, if they are established, 
that we can convey over those routes all of our 
mails. 

Mr. LANE. Ihave but a word to say on this 
question. Tonly desire to call the attention of the 
Senate to what [ know in relation to this mail 
service. When this service was put on it was a 


| proper one, and it has been proper up to thistime, 


ti 
ecean. | 


Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, the difficulties 
which the Senator from Florida has arrayed be- 
fore the Senate in carrying this whole mail matter | 
ecross the continent are, I think, more imaginary | 
than real. I heard more fierce denunciations of | 
carrying any mail across the continent three years 


azo, when we established the great overland mail, || 
than | have heard from the Senator to-day. We || 


were then told that it was utterly impracticable. 
It was denounced as one of the most visionar 
and extravagant schemes that ever was aed. 
Now we have our mail regularly carried by that 
yery route thus denounced and pronounced to be 
impracticable. Suppose it does take two stages 
a day: if they undertake it let them run two, 
three, four, or five, if it become necessary. 

Mr. YULEE. Does the Senator know the 
weight of the mail carried by the Butterfield 
route? 

Mr. GWIN. It is a letter mail, and carries 
what letters there are. 

Mr. YULEE. It does not average more than 
two hundred pounds—usually from four to five 
bags. 

Mr.GWIN, It matters not how much it may 
be. Whenever we have a contracter who agrees 
toconvey the printed matter, what right has the 
Senator to complain if he does it? 

Mr. YULEE. Ido not complain; but I say it 
cannot be done. Two hundred pounds is much | 
less than two thousand. | 

Mr. GWIN. If the contractor agrees to take | 
it, whether it be much or little, it is his own ac- | 
count; and who has a right to complainif he does | 
it? If they will doit for $690,000 tri-weekly, when | 
you have to pay $400,000 for atri-monthly mail, | 
it is a great deal better. You will make more | 
than the $200,000 difference by the frequency of 
transportation and the shortness of the time. I 
have no doubt these mails can be carried across 
the continent to the Pacific coast; but at the same 
time, a discretion might be left in the hands of 
the Postmaster General, and nothing but a dis- 
cretion, that if it is impossible, as. the Senator 
says, (but 1 do not believe it,) to have our printed 
matter carried overland, he may provide for it b 
ocean service. That is the utmost extent to which 
I would go. 

I believe we can carry the whole mail across 
the continent; and by establishing these daily 
mails across, we shall soon reach the postage and 
greatly diminish the expense, compared to what | 
itisnow. Why, sir, the Senate has just imposed | 
a tax upon our letters across the continent, of ten 
cents. We do not object to that. We are will- 
Ing to pay it, if you will only give us rapid and 
frequent communication. Heretofore our letters 
have gonearound on the ocean route. Now they can | 
go across the continent,and we can get the letters 
for three and six cents. We do not object to that 
increase. We are in favor of it. I had not any | 
hope of this increased service. I have not any | 
expectation of it. All L have urged, so farasthe | 
mails were concerned, was to give us a weekly | 
mail on the Salt Lake City route to correspond 
with the semi-weekly on the Butterfield route, | 
making a semi-weekly connection from New Or- | 
leans with the Butterheld route. I think, by giv- | 
ing us this, it will cost much less money than the | 
bill now piopnees. Such a proposition has been | 
made to Congress, and we could obtain it. What | 
'S how proposed originates from those who are 
‘n favor of the system on a most enlarged scale. | 

j 


[f it came from ihe members from California, we 
should be looked upon as see in our de- 
mands. We are anxious to estab 


ish this over- | 


; mail across the country. 
i ried. 


for it has not been practical heretofore to carry the 
j Now it ean be so car- 
The cffect of continuing the mail steam 
service from New York is oppressive upon the 
people of this country. It is creating a monop- 
oly. Itisplacing itin the power of the millionaire, 
the man who has the means of owning the steam- 
ers and can get that contract, to keep off other 


GLOBE. 





gnd it useful to build up an overland service, with || land mail system at the lowest possible rate. We | 


| 


steamers, and to compel the traveling community 


to pay higher price of passage than they would 
if competition were open. So long as you favor 
one line, or one company, you give them an ad- 
vantage overanother that enables them to run off 
competition, as has been done from time to time, 
and enable them t@charge the passenger who goes 


to California to make his living by labor, or better | 


his condition by going to that country, double 
the amount they can afford to take him for. The 
Senator’s policy is to promote the interests of the 
wealthy; to place monopoliesin the hands of those 
who control capital, at the expense of the people 
themselves—the traveling community, the work- 
ing portion. [know the effect of it perfectly well. 


very often. I have traveled on it. I know it is 
acomfortable route. I know itis as safe a one 
as any sea route can be. I know the steamers 


| are good, well conducted, and well managed; but 








I know the placing of these contracts in their hands 
enables them to control the prices of passage of 


|| I have had an opportunity of looking at that line | 


the entire traveling community—to force them to | 


prices that may suit their convenience. }t has 
worked that way heretofore, and it will work that 
way as long as you favor that line with heavy 
mail contracts. 

Now, gir, the proposition contained in this 
amendment is ar Tee notwithstand- 
ing the amount of printed matter that the Senator 
builds up at the base of the mountains where he 


Senator has notbeen in thatcountry. His ideas of 
mountains are very small compared with those of 


the people out there. They look upon mountains | 


that reach up far above the snow level; and yet 


the Senator builds up a mountain of printed mat- 
ter that would never be reduced on the face of the 


earth, and stops it right where the snow com- | 


mences falling. Why, Mr. President, the more 
snow we have, the better we travel. Snow is 
never in our way—not a bit. As fast as it falls, 
we beat it down; we level it; we continue the 
travel over it; and the deeper the snow the better 
the road. It fills up the gulches, and gives us a 
smooth way where otherwise we should have a 
very rough one. If we could only have the mail 
and printed matter carried in this manner, his 
mountain of printed matter would never be seen 
on the face of theearth. Itis only in his imagin- 
ation; it could not happen; it could not exist. 
Then why all this bugaboo about a mountain of 
books and printed matter ina country Where the 
deeper the snow the better for the travel 2 

Mr. President, allow me again to enter my pro- 
test against heavy appropriations inthe hands of 
a company that can control travel and charge just 
such prices as they please. It ought to be broken 
up; it ought to be abolished. Send your mail 
matter across our country, and leave capital to 
put on as many steamers as the travel will justify. 
a us have competition; let us have passage 
cheap; allow the people the opportunity of going 
at the lowest price to the Pacific coast, where 
they can find gold and renumeration for labor, and 
not make labor tributary to capital in the manner 
in which Senators now propuse to do. Itisa wrong 


upon the people. It ought not to be put there, and | 


1 hope will not be. 

Mr. GREEN. Question, question. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir; I will have the ques- 
tion taken after a few observations meant rather 


| ing half a million. 
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more for the country than forthe gentleman who 


called for the question. 


The honorable Senator who last addressed the 
Senate objected to the steamers upon the ground 
that it made the people pay too high for passage 


| money. I supposed it was entirely another busi- 


ness we were engaged in. 1 supposed that we 
were not controlling the rates by which a steam 
company from New York shall regulate its pas- 
sage from there to Aspinwall, and from there to 
San Francisco. I did not think that was our busi- 
ness; and I know if the Senate of the United 
States undertake it, they will make a botch of tt. 
They are not fitto runa canoe; everybody knows 
that. Nobody would trust them as engineers. 
There is not a man in the Senate who would be 
trusted, if he offered to do it for nothing, to run 
anengine. Asto this business of transporting pas- 
sengers, | propose to leave it to those who take 
an interest in such matters. Our business is the 
mail service. We have a law, passed in 1845, that 
the mails should be carried from one point to an- 
other, from the most convenient point of the 
United States, for the lowest money, independent 
of the mode. After it had been disregarded, de- 
spised, and trodden under foot for fourteen years, 
we have a Postmaster General who has adopted 
it; who has determined to stand by the lew, and 
is carrying it out. Now, I understand these peo- 
ple, who have got steamboats, propose to do it at 
a very moderate sum; cheaper than anybody else. 
That is the only question i ask about—who will 
carry the mails cheapest from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific? 

I say the great object is to carry them fror the 
Atlantic to the Pacific; and because there may be 
a person in North Carolina who wishes to cor- 
respond with California, are we to run a stage by 
his house in order to collect the letter? I belicve 
the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Pork] said the 
people of the western part of Arkansas ought to 
have communication with the Pacific. If they 
should, L suppose the people of the western part 
of Georgia ought to have it, ang the people of the 
western partof Florida; and I suppose we should 
havea Butterfield route running through there cost- 
Sir, the letters are to be col- 
lected at the most convenient point on this side and 
carried to the most convenient point on the other; 
and as for carrying the mail for the benefit of the 
western part of Georgia, or the western part of 
Arkansas, or the western part of Missouri, no 


| wise statesmanship would ever approve of it, and 
says the snow will obstruct travel. Iam sorry the | 


nobody, in the management of his own money, 
would ever adopt it. He might do it in the 
management of the public money; but it would 
not commend itself to any prudent man managing 
his own business. The great object, I say, is to 


| carry the mail from the most convenient point on 


this side to the most convenient point on the 
other; and the two great distributing points are 
New York on this side and San Francisco on the 
other side. Ifa Georgian had a direct route out 
to San Francisco, he might get his letter three 
days sooner; but that is not the sole question to 
be considered. The Government already fur- 
nishes him a mail to New York, and it takes two 


| or three days to go there; and if that is the most 


convenient to the great body of the people of the 
United States, that is the place at which they 
ought to be collected, and from there they should 
be sent on their general journey. Some of the 
routes proposed in this amendment have no peo- 
ple on them, or comparatively none. I think one 
report from the Postmaster General in regard to 
one of them out in Missouri, from. Kansas to 
Albuquerque, stated that there were six letters 
and twenty-five newspapers in a quarter. 

Mr. POLK. Is that in this amendment? 

Mr. TOOMBS. No, sir; but I am illustrating 
the principle. 1 am illustrating the abuses that 
have got in, and which somebody has contrived 
to put on the mail service at a cost of $80,000 a 
year. I knownothing about it. 1 know it is so 
stated; and that we have a man who has laid his 
hands on itand broken itdown. I do no®@know 


| who established it. It is a fact that $80,000 were 


taken from the revenues of the Post Office De- 


| partment, from the Treasury of the United States, 


for that purpose. 
Then, I say that the question of running 1! 
through Texas, or Arkansas, or Missouri, 01 


| lowa, or Minnesota, is not the question for us to 
| consider. 


Gentlemen may be so much wrapped 
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up in their own local interests as to desire it to go || part of the time it was not the half of that sum. 


through there, whether they need it or not; but it | 
should be collected at the most important point, 
and carried to the other side; and New York is 
certainly that point. It is our commercial center, 
our financial center. We have got the greatest | 
mail facilities from all parts of the United States | 
to that particular point. San Francisco is the | 
point on the other side for the greater portion of 
that country. I believe we can carry them—I 
think the ieneees of the Post Office Commit- 
tee says itcan be donc—for three or four hundred 
thousand dollars. 1 have seen a proposition made 
to the Department by which you can carry them 
for the postage and for twenty-five cents a pound 
on the free and printed matter, which is exactly 
the price of express freight from this side to the 
other. Why not take i? That is the proposi- 
tion now at the Post Office Department. Accord- 
ing to that, it will not cost one dollar beyond the 
postage made by law, and the same price for free_| 
matter. When you charge postage they will take » 
it; but when you choose te fill up the mails with | 
franked matter, they offer to take it at exactly 
the same price at which they would take a chest 
of beef or a hogshead of potatoes. 1 think that | 
is a fair rate. We are to take the rules of com- 
merce when we have got a thing to carry. That 
we should pay what everybody else is paying is 
very fair; and certainly I would not object to the 
terms—that is, the price paid for fast expressed 
freight. 

Such a proposition as that can be carried out. 
Instead of that, we hear of a northern, a south- | 
ern, and a middle route. In the name of con- | 
science, how can you carry on this Government 
on that prineiple? I say the South does not want 
it. I say the North does not wantit. Particular 
people may want it. I say the middle does not | 
want it; particular people may want it on the 
frontiors. It is appealing to sectional ideas to 
spend $2,000,000 of public money, which I have 
already shown, upder these contracts, there is not 
a particle of necessity for. 

But the main point on which I rose to address 
the Senate was in regard to this Butterfield route. 
I have heard this discussion all over the Senate. | 
Nobody seems to advocate it. The Senator from | 
Missouri (Mr. Pork) talked to us of the sanctity | 


.of contracts; he was eloquent upon that—the sanc 


tity of contracts! Like the Jew, they want their 
pound of flesh; they were screwing every inch, 








i 


Phe highest sum in fifty years that it ever got to |, 
was $4,000,000; and you now propose to give one || 


half of that—$1,959,000—to give a mail to eight | 


hundred thousand people in California, when you 
can get the mails, as heretofore for the last ten 


| years, at twice a month, or three mails a month, || 


| It was that the contractors had us, and we were | 


|| which was a bad contract. 
| put in that attitude. 


for nothing—that is, for what they run for the |; 
postages; and that is upon the sound principle of || 
the postal system, that it shall maintain itself. I | 
say, this is a proposition to squander money upon | 
contractors upon the western frontier and the Pa- || 
cific coast. 

Mr. POLK. I had not intended to say one || 
word on this subject. I intended to have cast my | 
vote at the proper time; but I wish now to say | 
to the Senator from Georgia that I have not one | 
word to take back of what I said about the sanc- | 
tity of contracts. All that I said then I stand to || 
now, and I mean to stand to it. At the same 
time, sir, | said then, and | repeat now, that I had 
nothing to do with making the contract. It was 
made before I was in Congress. 1 do not under- 
take to defend it, except so far as to say that I | 
supposed, at the time it was made, Congress, in 
making it, acted with honesty and judiciousness 
upon the amount of information that they had 
before them. Nor did I say shat ‘* we have got 
you.”’ I did not use any such language as that. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I did not intend it in that way. 


to stand by it. The language was my own. 
Mr. POLK. ‘* We”’ was the word the Senator 
used. ; 
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Mr. TOOMBS. I say, that was my illustra- 
tion. I did not intend to say that you said so, 
but that the contractors said so. That is all | 
meant by it. 

Mr. POLK. The only reason I have for re- | 

lying to the Senator at all is, that he used such | 
anguage as put me in the attitude of assuming a__ 
position with these gentlemen, and saying that | 
we—lI with them—held Congress up to a contract 
I do not wish to be | 
What I say here I will try | 


| to say carefully, and try to say what I believe to | 


| be correct, and what I will stand by. Everything || 


| 


| 


and then he told us of the king spoken of in Scrip- || 


ture, who wanted to take another’s land: we have 

made a good trade out of youby the folly of Sen- 

ates and Houses, or may be something worse than | 
folly, for sometimes it is obtained in both ways; | 
we have got you; we have got a contract; we can 

compel you; and we will not give it up short of | 
a million, any how. When somebody proposed | 
to give them $600,000, it was objected to, a now 

they ask more for this contract; and the Senator 
from Missouri, I suppose, is willing to give it to 
them. I say, if that is the effect, we ought to stop 
them. If, when they get these contracts, they can 
come here and say, “I have got you; I have got 
you for four years, or six years; stand by your 
bargain’’—I say, if that is the effect of these con- 
tracts, you ought to beware of them; every man 
in this Senate ought to beware of them; every man 
careful of the public interests should beware of 


them; guard them in their terms, if youmake them || 


atall; abandon them when the public interests 
demand it, just as you do every other contract in 
the United States. 

One million nine hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, the sum proposed by this proposition, is 


| 


one half of the greatest sum ever paid for the en- || 
tire mails of the United States for the first sixty | 


years of the Republic. | ask my honorable friend 
from Vermont, did they ever exceed $4,000,000 | 
for transportation for the first sixty years? 
Mr. COLLAMER. No. 
M@ TOOMBS. Then you propose to give to | 
carry this mailone half the greatest sum that was 
id for the whole nation of fifteen million peo- 
ple for the first fifty years of its existence. To 
carry the mail to whom?. To eight hundred thou- 
sand people, to whom you can have it carried for 
nothing. That is the proposition before the Sen- 
ate. For the first fifty years, the transportation 
of the mails of the United States, in the highest 
yeor, never exceeded that sum, and the greater | 


| 
1} 
| 


that I said in regard to the sanctity of that con- | 
tract, when I addressed the Senate a few days ago | 
on that subject, I stand by now. I stand by the | 
sanctity of all contracts; and if Congress shall | 


4 | make a contract to-day, or at any future time, I || 
and saying, you must give, for here is the bond; || 


say we are obliged to stand by it. 


Now, Mr. President, this proposition that is || 


before us was presented without my knowing it | 
was going to come up in this shape. I did not | 
know it would come upinthis shape. What vote | 


I shall cast upon it, as it will be ultimately before 1 


) the Senate, I will not now sa 


| 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster | 


in the chair.) Will the Senator suspend his re- 
marks in order to receive a message from the 
President of the United States? 

Mr. POLK. Certainly. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United | 
States, by Mr. Bucnanan, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President had this day approved 
and signed the following acts and resolutions: 

An act (8S. No. 9) to amend “ An act for ex- | 
tending the laws and judicial system of the Uni- | 
ted States to the State of Oregon;”’ 

An act (S. No. 104) for the final adjustment 
of private land claims in the States of Florida, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi, and for other pur- | 

OSCS8; j 
: An act (S. No. 190) in relation to mission claims | 
at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan; 

An act (S. No. 291) for the relief of Mary Pres- 
ton, widow of George Preston; 

An act (S. No. 347) to declare the meaning of 
the actentitled ‘*An act making further provisions 
for the satisfaction of Virginia land warrants,’’ 
passed August 31, 1852; 

An act (S. No. 411) to authorize the settlement | 
of the accounts of Edward Ely, deceased, late 
consul of the United States at Bombay, on prin- | 
ciples of justice and equity; - 

An act (S. No. 444) to change the time of hold- | 

| 





ing courts in the northern district of Florida; 
An act (S. No. 448) to carry into effect provi- 

sions of the treaties between the United States, 

China, Japan, Siam, Persia, and other countries, 


| 


| 
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| giving certain judicial powers to Ministers sink 


consuls, or other functionaries of the United Stat 
in those countries; <8 

An act (S. No. 452) for the relief of Sylveste 
Gray; _— 

An act (S. No. 488) in relation to Malicious 
injuries to, and trespasses upon, public and pri 
vate property within the District of Columbia. _ 

An act (S. No. 494) amendatory of an act gp. 

a June 14, 1858, for the relief of Sherlock & 
irley; 

An act (S. No. 495) for the relief o " 
Waldo, ( ) f David 

An act (S. No. 497) to amend an act entitled 
“An act for giving effect to certain treaty Stipu- 
lations between this and foreign Goveriments 
for the apprehension and delivering up of certai;, 
offenders;’’ 

An act (S. No. 500) for the relief of Lieutenan: 
William A. Winder, of the United States Army: 

An act (S. No. 507) for the relief of the Cajj. 
fornia Stage Company; 

An act (S. No. 508) for the relief of Willian 
Nelson; 

An act (S. No. 509) to grant to the city of Por: 
Huron, Michigan, a part of the military resery,. 
tion of Fort Gratiot, for the enlargement of the 
city cemetery at that place; 

A joint resolution (S. No. 36) for the restora. 
tion of Lieutenant Augustus S. Baldwin to the 
active list, from the leave-of-absence list of the 
Navy; and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 41) for the relief of 
Arthur Edwards and his associates. 

Also, that the President had approved and 


| signed, on the 2]st instant, the following acts: 


An act (S. No. 100) for the relief of Samuel 
H. Taylor; 
An act (S. No. 206) for the relief of Emilie G. 
ones, executrix of Thomas P. Jones, deceased, 
and Nancy M. Johnson, administratrix of Wal- 
ter R. Johnson, deceased; and 
An act (S. No. 307) to repeal the second sec- 
tion and other portions of an act passed the 2d 
day of June, 1858, entitled ** An act to provide for 
the location of certain confirmed private land 
claims in the State of Missouri, and for other 
purposes.”’ 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Hayes, Chief Clerk, announced that the 

ouse had passed the following bills; in which 
the concurrence of the Senate was requested: 

A bill (No. 101) granting an invalid pension to 
John Purcell; 

A bill (No. 806) for the relief of William Sut- 
ton; 

A bill (No. 806) to confirm certain entries of 
land in the State of Missouri; and 

A bill (No. 848) authorizing the issue ofa 
register for the brig Charles H. Jordan. 

he message further announced that the House 
had passed the following bills of the Senate: 

A bill (No. 199) to authorize the location of 
certain warrants for bounty lands heretofore is- 
sucd; and 

A bill (No. 295) for the relief of William B 
Shubrick. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 670) granting an increase 
of pension to William G. Bernard, late a soldier 
in the United States Army, was read twice by i's 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


BRIG CHARLES H. JORDAN. 


The bill (H. R. No. 848) authorizing the issue 
of a register for the brig Charles H. Jordan was 
read the first time, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

ir. HAMLIN. Iask that that bill may “e 
upon its passage now. It isapeculiarcase. The 
present law provides that where a vessel 1s pu'- 
chased from a foreign Government, ora citizen of 
a foreign Government, certain things shalf be done. 
This vessel was a derelict, picked up at sea, an! 
does not come within the general provisions 0 
the law. It comes eacletanlt within the equities 
of the law; but it is excluded from its simple 
terms. I ask that it be put upon its passage. 

Mr. YULEE. I hope that nothing will be a!- 
lowed to interfere with the business ‘which was 
suspended by receiving the message. 

r. HAMLIN. I ask the Senator to allow 
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bie bil to be put onits passage. It will not take 
a minute. 


Mr. YULEE. I suppose it will take less time 
, do that than to quarrel about it. 
ti The PRESIDI G OFFICER. The Senator 
from Maine asks the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to put this bill upon its passage now. The 
Chair hears no objection, 3 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. | 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered io a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


PHILADELPHIA POST OFFICE. 


The bill (H. R. No. 814) providing for the erec- 
tion of a post office in the city of Philadelphia 
was read twice by its title. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
ferred. 

E. GEORGE SQUIER. 


The bill (H. R. No. 511) for the relief of E. | 


George Squier, of New York, was read twice by 
ite ute. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I ask the consent of the 
Senate to put that bill upon its passage. 

Mr. POLK. I shall feel myself in duty bound 
to offer an amendment to that bill, if it is to be 
assed now. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Very well; it will take but | 


a very few minutes, 

Mr. CAMERON. I hope the gentleman who 
has charge of the bill under consideration will 
allow me to have a little measure for Pennsylva- 
nia passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There isa bill 
before the Senate, the Chair will inform the Sen- 
ator. 


Mr. CAMERON. 


three minutes, in order that we may 
ward the bill for Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BIGLER. 1 presume there will be no ob- 
jection. The bill was taken up with the under- 
standing that it should be disposed of. 

Mr. YULEE. I must object. 

Mr. BIGLER. IL hope the Senator will with- 
draw the objection. 

Mr. YULEE. I yielded to the Senator from 
Maine, supposing that that was the only request, 
and believing that it would take less time to yield 
than to discuss it; but from the number of prop- 
ositions around me, it is evident that I cannot, 


ring for- 


I hope that bill will not be re- | 





I know that; but I desire || 
my colleague to make a motion to pempone itfor | 








Mr. CAMERON. 
Mr. ANTHONY. 


consent to lay it aside.for the present. 


Then I make that motion. 
i hope the Senator will 


Mr. LANE. Let ithe laid aside informally. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘That bill will 
lie over. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania to take up the bill in- 
dicated by him. By unanimous consent, the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Pennsylvania can be en- 
tertained, but on!y by unanimous consent, other 
business being before the Senate. 1s the motion 
objected to? The Chair hears none. 


PHILADELPHIA POST OFFICE. 


There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


|. the bill (H. R. No. 814) providing for the erec- 


tion of a post office in the city of Philadelphia. 
Mr. YULEE. 


the reading of the bill. It is a bill satisfactory to 


| all the parties concerned, and is passed merely to 


I trust we may dispense with | 





| the sanction of Congress; but it is very apparent 
| that there is no 


uorumM present, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will require 


unanimous consent to consider the motion, as 


other business is before the Senate. 


enable the Department to apply an appropriation | 


that is in their hands and made some years ago 


| for the building. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unanimous 


| consent action will be taken upon the bill with- 


out reading. It requires unanimous consent. 
Mr. BRAGG... There are a great many similar 


| cases to this, and I shall feel myself bound to put 


on one for North Carolina which is precisely a 
similar case, if this is insisted on from Pennsyl- 
vania,. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina ask for the reading of 
the bill? 

Mr. BRAGG. Yes, sir. ‘ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be 
read. The Chair will state, however, that the 
hour has arrived for a recess. 

Mr. YULEE. There is no such rule now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 


| derstands it is a standing rule of the Senate. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I move that the Senate adjourn 
until to-morrow at eleven o’clock. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Itistoo late. The hour 
having arrived, the recess must take place. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
ways in order. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. There are but six or 


eight Senators present. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. No motion can 


be entertained except by unanimous consent, 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I am inclined to fur- 
ther the object of the Senator from lowa in the 
passage of that bill; Lam inelined to think it a 
good one, and that it should receive the sanction 
of the Senate; but it is better to have a quorum 
before we undertake to transact business, 


PHILADELPHIA POST OFFICE, 


Mr. CAMERON. Lapprehend there will be no 
objection to the bill which was left unfinished at 
the time of the recess. 

Mr. HAMLIN. What was it? 

Mr. CAMERON. A bill disposing of the 
money appropriated for the Philadelphia post of- 
fice—a matter about which everybody agrees, and 
to which there is no objection at all. It is not 


| taking any appropriation, but merely disposing 


| 


of that which was there. 
body will object. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Objection has 
been made to the transaction of any business, in 
consequence of the absence of a quorum in the 
Chamber. 

Mr. CAMERON. No objection is made to this 
bill, I believe. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. 


It is a bill to which no 


I objected to the trans- 


action of business until a quorum was present. 


} 
| 


There is a bill called up by the Senator from lowa 
that Iam satisfied is a good billyand should be 
consummated; but, at the same time, I do not think 
it proper to go on and transact business with ten 
or a dozen Senators present. When a quorum 


| comes in, I should like to have the bill indicated 


by him, if it be the bill I suppose it to be, taken 
up and passed by the Senate, because I am clear 
in the conviction that there is a necessity for that 
bill. Itis to correct an evil that really obstructs 


| the transaction of public business, and I hope it 


The motion to adjourn is al- | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour hav- | 


ing arrived for a recess, the Chair cannot enter- 
tain any motion except by unanimous consent of 


| the Senate. 


with justice to the bill now before the Senate, || 


which is evidently producing much discussion, 
yield any longer. 

Mr. CAMERON. I hope the Senator from 
Florida will listen to me a inoment. 

Mr. YULEE. I must ask to be excused. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senatm 
from Florida is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. YULEE. 1 must insist on continuing the 
post route bill, and finishing it in order to send it 
to the House of Representatives. 

Mr. BIGLER. If the Senator from Florida 
will permit me, the understanding was that the 
bil of the House of Representatives (No. 814) 
should be considered; and I assented to take up 
the present bill with that understanding. It is a 
bill in relation to the post offi 
Philadelphia. 

Mr. YULEE. But the Senate refused to do 
so. 1 yielded to the Senator at the time to take 
it ups but the Senate refused. 

Mr. BIGLER. The Senator is mistaken. The 
Senator from New Hampshire objected, and he 
has withdrawn that objection. 

Mr. YULEE. I can be overruled, but I can- 
hot consent to a further postponement of the Post 
Office bill. 

Mr. CAMERON. MW the Senator will allow 
me,my colleague has an arrangement to leave the 
city atfive o’clock which is imperative upon him, 
and we can pass this bill before the time for a re- 
cess arrives, 

Mr. YULEE. Very well; go on. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill before 
the Senate is the bill for the relief of E. George 

uler, 

r. CAMERON. I understood it was post- 
poned for the purpose of taking up this bill in re- 
gard to the post office at Philadelphia. 


| 


Mr. LATHAM. I object. 
The PRESIDINGOFFICER. It becomes the 


duty of the Chair to announce that the hour fixed | 


for a recess has arrived, and that a recess will 
now commence, to continue until six o’clock. 





EVENING SESSION. 
The Senate reassembled at six o’clock. 
IIOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 101) granting an invalid 
pension to John Purcell was read twice by its 


i title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


The bill (H. R. No. 806) to confirm certain 
entries of land in the State of Missouri was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 


| on Public Lands. 


at the city of | 
| 


REPORT OF A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
303) to enable the trustees of the Bluemount Col- 
lege to preémpt a certain section of land, and for 
other purposes, reported it without amendment. 


REISSUE OF LAND WARRANTS. 


Mr. HARLAN. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to take up the bill of the House of 
Representatives No. 807. It is an act of general 
interest, in which the constituents of every Sena- 
tor to a greater or less extent will be interested. 
Its passage has been recommended repeatedly by 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. It is to au- 
thorize the reissuing of land warrants that have 
been lost. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) It requires unanimous consent to 
consider the motion. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I have no doubt that 
the bill which the Senator proposes to teke up is 


| manifest than now that a quorum is present. 


will be passed; but I object to transacting busi- 
ness unless a quorum is present. 

Mr. CAMERON. The number of Senators 
has very much increased now, and 1 hope we shall 
proceed with the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
announce the motion, unless some Senator objects 
to transacting business. The fact that there is no 
quorum present being brought to the attention of 
the Chair, the Chair will not feel authorizéd to 
proceed, except by the unanimous consent of the 
Senate, or to put any motion even, until it is more 


It 


| is moved that the Senate take up for considera- 


| 


| tion, or, rather, continue the consideration of, the 


bill pending before the Senate at the time ef the 
recess, which was the bill indicated by the Sen- 


| ator from Pennsylvania. Does any Senator object 


| 


| 


to resuming the consideration of that bill? 

Mr. PUGH. If there is no quorum present, I 
think we have not the power to proceed to the 
consideration of the bill, and £ shall feel compelled 


|| to object. 


Mr. CAMERON. This bill was called up just 
previous to our taking the recess. It 1s to dis- 
pose of a sum of money already appropriated for 
a post office in Philadelphia. I believe my col- 
league was compelled to leave town an hour ago, 


| and I undertook to have the bill passed for him, 





| 


| 


| 





| to oblige him, as he was to leave the city. 


Mr. PUGH. I do not know that I have any 
particular objection to the bill, but I have an in- 
superable objection to legislating without a quo- 
rum. Therefore [ must object, until a quorum is 
present, to any bill being censidered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The attention 
of the Chair being called to the fact that there is 
no quorum present, he will decline putting the 
motion until it is ascertained by a count that a 
quorum is present. 

Mr. BIGLER subsequently said: I hope the 
Senate will resume the consideration of the bill 
_ R.No.814) on which thg Senate took a recess. 

think there is a quorum of the Senate present, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that the Senate now proceed to the consideration 
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of the bill under discussion at the time of the re- 
cess. If there be no objection, that will be con- 
sidered the sense of the Senate. The bill will be 
read, 

Mr. HARLAN. 


I will again ask the unani- 


mous consent of the Senate to take up the bill of 


the House of Repre sentatives No. 807. 
Mr. BIGLER. 
unanimous consent, and I hope the Senator will 
allow me to go through with it. 
Mr. HARLAN. 1 will inquire if it will take 
any time? 
Mr. BIGLER. 
dis rose of it. 
Phe Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 


It will take but a moment to 


proceeded to consider the bill (H.R. 814) pro- | 
viding for the erection of a post office in the city | 
of Philadelphia, It repeals the proviso of the third | 
section of an act entitled “An act making appro- | 


priations for sundry civil expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, A. 
D, 186),’’ passed March 3, 1859. In case the 
premises agreed to be purchased by the United 
States from the American Philosophical Society 
as a site for a court-house, mentioned in that third 
section, should fail to sell on account of any defect 
or qualification in the title thereto, then the sum 
of $78,000, appropriated by the act of August 18, 
1556, emithed **An act making appropriations for 
certain civil expenses of the Government for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1857,” for the pur- 
chase and payment of the same, together with the 
unex pended balance of the sum of $50,000, appro- 
priated by the act of March 3, 1859, for the pur- 
pose of making alterations to the building thereby 
authorized to be purchased of the Bank of Penn- 
sylyania, and the sum of $100,000, appropriated 
by the act of March 3, 1857, for completing and 
furnishing the building purchased of the Bank of 
Pennsylvania, and to adapt it to the use of a post 
office, at Philadelphia, are to be applied to carry- 
ing out the provisions of the fourth section of the 
act of March 3, 1859, in the following manner, 
namely: first, for the purchase of the lots men- 
tioned and described in the fourth section as the 
Baily and Levy lots, at prices not exceeding the 
sums mentioned in the fourth section, and then 
for the construction of a building on the lots suit- 
able for a post office and court-house. But the 
property purchased from the Bank of Pennsylva- 
nia is to be sold ata price not less than one hun- 
dred and ten thousand dollars. 

Mr. BIGLER. 1! will explain the effect of this 
bill in a few words. In 1856, the Government of 
the United States purchased the property of the 
Bank of Pennsylvania for the purposes of a post 
office. The same year a purchase was made from 
the American Philosophical Society of a lot for 
the purposes of a court-house. Fifty thousand 
dollars was appropriated that year for the pur- 
pose of fitting up the bank building to be used as 
acourt-house. In the session of 1857, $100,000 
was appropriated in addition, for the purpose of 
refitting the buildings for a court-house and a post 
office. The Postmaster General commenced the 
work of changing the Bank of Pennsylvania for 
the purposes of a post office; but the popular feel- 
ing was so strong against the location that he felt 
required to suspend operations. In the session 
of 1858, a law was passed referring this subject 
to the Postmaster General, the Attorney General, 
and the Seeretary of the Treasury, authorizing 
them to regulate the location of the public build- 
ings of Philadelphia, and see what was best. They 
decided that the post office ought to be on Ches- 
nut street, near the present custom-house, the old 
Bank of the United States, describing a property 
that belonged to Mr. Levy and Mr. Baily, which 
could be purchased for that purpose. At the last 
session, a law was passed authorizing the sale of 
the property purchased from the Bank of Penn- 
sylvania and the property contracted for with the 
American Philosophical Society, and applying the 
proceeds of the sale of both these properties to- 
ward the purchase of the Baily and Levy prop- 


erty on Chesnut street, together with the previous i} 


appropriations, to the construction of a building 
which would answer the purposes of acourt-house 
and post office. That law was not executed, for 


the reason that a pfoviso, which is repealed by | 
the first section of this bill, required that the prop- | 
It was found im- | 


erty should bring $205,000. 
possible to sell at that rate, and hence the law 
was not executed. The purpose of the bill under 


_tHs 


I have got this bill up by | 


| consideration is toenable the Postmaster General, 


the Attorney General, and the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to execute this law, to sell the property 
as provided in the law of last year, and construct 
a building suitable for a post office and court- 
house, on Chesnut street, near the present cus- 
tom-house. That is the effect of the Jaw. It is 
a measure which the members of the House of 
Representatives from Philadelphia have agreed 
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REISSUE OF LAND WARRANTS. 
Mr. HARLAN. I move that the Senate take 


_ up bill of the House of Representatives 


upon, and which, I believe, is entirely satisfac- | 


tory. 

Mr. KING. 
inserted as a third section, that the unexpended 
balance of money heretofore appropriated for the 
construction of a court-house and custom-house 
and post office, at Ogdensburg, be expended by 
the Secretary of the Treasury upon the site here- 
tofore purchased for the erection of that build- 
ing. This is the continuance of a work. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator be good enough to prepare his amendment 
and send it to the Chair? 

Mr. BIGLER. I would prefer very much if 
the honorable Senator from New York would 


I move as an amendment, to be | 


allow us to close this bill. I should prefer to have | 


itdefeated thanamended. Thishas been a trouble- 
some controversy in Philadelphia, in regard to 
the location of the post office. 

Mr. KING. 
to this proposition. This is an expenditure of 
money which has heretofore been appropriated, 

Mr. BIGLER. If I understand the Senator, 
he proposes to require the post office to be located 
on the original selection, which is the purchase 
of the Bank of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. KING. This is an additional section for 


I think there ean be no objection || 


another court-house and post office at another | 


lace. 

Mr. BIGLER. Oh, Mr. President, I cannot 
ret that through the House! 
will withdraw Ogdensburg. 

Mr. CAMERON. Lam sure the Senator from 


I hope the Senator | 


| a moment, 


_ authorize the reissue of land warrants in cert 


| business ey before the Senate, in 0; 
t 


. No. 7 
Mr. YULEE. The Senator will excuse ake 
objecting. It is very important that w id 


: e sl 
get through with the post route bill, whic’ as 


; the 
itmay reachthe House of Representatives. There 


are a great many amendments that require 
grossment. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, 
ator from Florida object? 
Mr. BIGLER. IThope the Senator w; aline 
this bill to be taken a renee 
Mr. YULEE. There are a ere 
to be offered, ; 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. This will occur 


en- 


Does the Sen- 


at many More 


vy but 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill cay 


ouly be taken up by unanimous consent, there 
being other business before the Senate, el 
objected to, it will be considered the sense a. 
Senate. The Chair hears no objection, “i 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whol 
proceeded to consider the bill (H.R. No, 807) to 
: ain 
cases, and for other purposes. Whenever it shai] 
appear that any certificate or warrant, issued jy 
pursuance of any law of the United States erant. 
ing bounty land, has been lost or destroyed, 
whether it had been sold and assigned by th. 
warrantee or not, the Secretary of the Interior js 
required to cause a new certificate or warrant of 
like tenor to be issued in lieu thereof; which new 


| certificate or warrant may be assigned, located, 


and patented in like manner as other certificates 
or warrants for bounty land are now authorized 
by law to be assigned, located, and patented;and 
in all cases where warrants have been, or may 
hereafter be, reissued, the original warrant, i) 


| whosesoever hands it may be, is to be deemed and 


New York will not put on his amendment now, || 


if he understands this question as the rest of us 


do. ‘This is not kind of him.’ This money has || 
been appropriated for years for the purpose of | 
giving Philadelphia a post office and rooms for | 


the United States couris. 
ation. 

Mr. KING. 
propriauon, 
same footing. 

Mr. CAMERON. 
bill by sending it back to the House. 

Mr. KING. Both of them stand on the same 
footing, 

Mr.CAMERON. Yours has not gone through 
the other House, and it will destroy our bill. If 
my friend from New York will listen to me lam 
sure he would not press his amendment. 

Mr. KING. The Senate may not put it on. 


It is no new appropri- 


My amendment stands upon the 


Mr. CAMERON. I trust to your kindness. I | 


would be obliged to you, and should rather, a 
great deal, that it should be taken off by yourself 
than by the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. 
from New York state whether his amendment is 
aceording to the estimate of the Department, or 
the recommendation of any committee, or comes 
within the rule, 

Mr. KING. The appropriation has been made 
by Congress heretofore. 


“Mr. CAMERON. 


the questior +s pending and occupy the whole 


time of the Senate with preparing and writing an | 


amendment? Is not that out of order? > 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 
thinks it is. 


Mr. CAMERON. I make the point of order. 
Several Senators. It is too late. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senetor 


_ from New York proposes, as an amendment, to 
_ insert the following as an additional section: 


Aud be it further enacted, That the unexpended balance 
of the moneys heretofore appropriated for the construction 
of a post office, custom-house, and court-house, on the site 
heretofore purchased for that purpose at Ogdensburg, New 
York, be expended for the construction of the same by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


The amendment was rejected. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


' amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 


third time, and passed. 


[am not asking for a new ap- | 


Sut you are defeating this | 


1 would like to have the Senator | 


May I be allowed to ask | 
whether it is in order to go before the desk while | 











|| consideration. 


held to be null and void, and the assignment there- 
of, if any there be, fraudulent; and no patent is 
ever to issue for any Jand located therewith, un 
less such presumption of fraud in the assignment 
be removed by due proof that it was executed by 
the warrantee in good faith and for a valuable 
The Secretary of the Interior is 


required to prescribe such rules and regulations 





for carrying this act into effect as he may deem 


| Necessary and proper in order to protect the Gov- 
| ernment against imposition and fraud by persons 


claiming the benefit of this act; and all laws and 
varts of laws for the punishment of false swear- 
ing, and frauds against the United States, are made 


| applicable to false swearing and frauds under this 


act. The act entitled An act to provide for sat- 
isfying claims for bounty lands for military ser- 
vices in the late war with Great Britain, and for 
other purposes,’’ approved July 27, 1842, and 
also the two acts approved January 27, 1835, 
therein and thereby revived, are valid and con- 
tinued in force from and after the 26th day of 
June, 1858, when they expired by limitation. 

The Committee on Public Lands reported the 
bill with an amendment, to strike out the third 
section, in the following words: 

Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That the act entitled 
** An act to provide for satisfying claims for bounty lands 
for military serviges in the late war with Great Britain, and 
for other sonpedih * approved July 27, 1842, and also tle 
two acts approved January 27, 1835, therein and thereby 
revived, shall be, and the same are hereby, revived, and 
continued in force from and afterthe 26th day of June, 1805, 
when the same expired by limitation. 

And to insert in lieu thereof: 


That warrants for bounty lands heretofore issued under 
the authority of the act entitled * An act to provide [or satis- 
fying claims for bounty lands for military services in the late 
war with Great Britain, and for other purposes,” approved 
the 27th day of July, in the year 1842, and of the several acts 
reviving the same, approved the 26th day of June, in the 
year 1848, and the 8th day of February, in the year 1854, 
may be located, in conformity with the general laws 10 
force at any time within three years from the date of this 
act; and that all entries and locations made with such 
warrants since the 26th day of June, in the year 1858, shal! 
be as validand effectual as if the several acts aforesaid had 
not then expired. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment reported by the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. HARLAN. Since the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands reported this bill, the matter proposed 
to be substituted for section three has passed Ue 
House of Representatives. It had previously 
passed the Senate in a separate bill—Senate bill 
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N . 199. Hence the proper motion would now 


eo 


be to strike out section three. I hope, therefore, 
shat the amendment proposed by the committee 
will not be adopted, and I will then move to 
" rike out section three. The matter proposed to 
he substituted by the Committee on Public Lands 
as already passed both Houses. 


Mr. PUGH. Not passed both Houses, . 


Mr. HARLAN. Yes, sir; it has passed the || 


nate and the House of Representatives. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the adoption of the amendment reported by 
the committee. 

Mr. PUGH. It may be struck out. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HARLAN, 
third section. 

The motion was agreed to. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
and the amendment was concurred in, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third 
time. it was read the third time, and passed. 


LEMUEL WORSTER. 


Mr. HAMLIN. L[ask the Senate to consider, 
and [think it will take but a single moment, a 


wh 


motion to reconsider a bill which passed here some | 


two or three weeks since. The motion was sub- 
mitted by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Frrz- 
paTrick.] It is acase granting a little pension 


of eight dollars a month to a man who is now || 
The bill has three times 
I ask | 


deaf, dumb, and blind. 
passed the Senate, and twice the House. 
that we may take up the motion to reconsider. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I made the motion to 


reconsider at the instance of my colleague, who I | 
believe, it is generally known to the Senate, is || 
I know nothing | 
{ was regarded as voting in | 


opposed to pensions generally. 
of the facts myself. o 
the affirmative, and made the motion at the sug- 
gestion of my colleague. I regret that the state of 
his health is such as to prevent him from being 
here. He fully understands this question. All 
I can say, ts I shall be content to have the bill re- 
considered, and let the Senate dispose of itas they 
think proper. 

Mr. HAMLIN. [ have waited a long time for 
the Senator’s colleague, who is sick, to come here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that the Senate proceed to consider the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill (S. No. 395) 
for the relief of Lemuel Werster was passed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on reconsidering the vote by which the bill 
was passed. 

The motion was not agreed to, 

E. GEORGE SQUIER. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Lask the Senate to take up 
the bill (H. R. No. 511) for the relief of E. George 
Squier. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair can 


entertain the motion only by unanimous consent. 


The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. YULEE. As the Senator has the floor, I 
will not object to this case; but I wish to give 
notice, in order that Ll may not be considered un- 
friendly to whoever may be the next mover—and 


Ido not know who he may be—that I must ob- | 


ject in all cases hereafter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No objection 
being made, the bill will be considered as before 
the Senate. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 511) 
for the relief of E. George Squier, of New York. 


It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay tqg|| 


E. George Squier, of New York, the sum of $9,937, 


in full, for outfits to the Republics of Central Amer- | 


ica, and balance of salary due him as minister of 
the United States to those Republics. 

Mr. POLK. I stated this morning that I should 
feel myself in duty bound to move an amend- 
ment to that bill, striking out ‘* $9,937,’’ and 
inserting ‘* $4,500.’’ I will remark that this 
claim was before the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions of the Senate at the last session of the Sen- 
ate, and the committee reported a bill in favor of 
Mr. Squier for $4,500. The case has come before 
that committee again at the present session, and 
the committee have. reported back to the same 
effect. I willnotgo into the matter. I will merely 
State that I can vote for $4,500, which was the 
sum reported by the Committee on Foreign Rela- 


TH 


I now move to strike out the | 
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of Mr. Squier, and for that much I can go; but [ 
cannot consent to go for $9,937. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved to 

| amend the bill by striking out ** $9,937,’’ and in- 


serting **$4,500.”” 





to ask this Government to pay him a full ouufit, 
as he claims here. Now, sir, there were four of 
these little States to which he received letters of 
credit besides the one to which he was sent; and 
he asks for an outfit in each one of those cases. 


tions. They agreed to report that much in favor : goes out, under those circumstances, has a right 


Mr. ANTHONY. Lhope that amendment will 
|| not prevail. Ifit does prevail, | think Mr. Squier 
| will not receive what other persons have received 
under similar circumstances. What he asks, I 


The precedents up to his case are uniform; and 


this bill would grant him, and more, too, if he 
came within the law; but the law is not retroact- 
ive, and he cannot take,advantage of it. If it 
were, he could go to the Department and have 
, the accounts readjusted without the necessity of 


coming to Congress, and obtain a larger amount | 


than is to be paid to him now. 

Mr. Squier was sent to Guatemala, and was ac- 
|| credited to four other Republics of Central Amer- 
1} 1ea, 
|; adjust the claims of American citizens, and te 

investigate the practicability of an inter-oceanic 
| communication at Nicaragua. 


Government. 
caused the San Juan river to be surveyed—a pre- 
liminary survey—and he paid the cost of it him- 


orders of the Government. 


and when his accounts were settled, he was paid 
up to the time when he left Nicaragua on leave; 


mentioned in the bill. Lhope—aseverybody else up 


to Mr. Squier stands on the precedent, and every- | 


body else after him stands on the law—the Sen- 
ator from Missouri will not allow this poor fellow 


it by precedent; and if a little after, he would 
have had it by the law, and would not have been 
obliged to come here. 
| will not be adopted. 

| Mr. BRAGG. Perhaps it is a little Jate in the 
| day to talk about establishing precedents; but I 
think we have made bad precedents enough in 


| relation to these extra allowances; and having | 


looked this morning into the report made by the 
committee of this body, I am very clearly of the 
opinion that the Senate ought not to pass this bill 
Was it comes from the House—allowing $9,900. I 


ment offered by the Senator from Missouri, which 
is intended, according to the report of the com- 
'| mittee, to pay Mr. Squier about what they sup- 
posed to be a fair compensation, without regard 


|| these petty South American States. We have 
had precedents, | admit, where our foreign min- 
_isters have been sent to a particular Court, and 
| they have been required subsequently to go to 
| another, and there to represent the Government, 
,to make them liberal allowances. 


have gone too far in that respect. In some in- 


ing to large sums; and these are now quoted as pre- 
cedents, and we are appealed to here to allow this 


owances have been made. 

What are the facts in relation to this claim? 

|| Mr. Squier, the petitioner, was sentas minister to 
one of these petty South American States. He 


al 


| - 
|, was done before he left the country. 
| 


i 


accepted his commission, that his duties would 
| require him to go to these little petty States which 

were adjoining. He went out, therefore, with 
| that understanding. He received his outfit, and 
|| he received his salary. 


| Mr. ANTHONY. If he went with that un- 


derstanding, he certainly went with the under- 


| standing that he should receive the same compen- 


sation that all his predecessors had, under the 
same circumstances. 

| Mr. BRAGG. 
i I deny that entirely. 


| 





I deny that any man who 


believe, has not been refused in a single case. | 


now there is a law. that would grant him all that }| 


He was instructed to negotiate treaties, to | 


He did all these. | 
He did them greatly to the satisfaction of the | 
He negotiated four treaties. He | 


self. ‘The Government never appropriated any- | 
| thing for it, but it was done in obedience to the | 
He came home here | 
with the highest approbation of President Tay!or; | 


but the salary from that time to his recall was | 
never paid—amounting tothe odd hundred dollars | 
to be crushed between the law and the precedent. | 


If he had been a little before, he would have had | 


I hope the amendment | 


shall be willing, for one, to vote for the amend- | 


to any outfit for his services in going to some of | 


I think we | 
stances they have been allowed full outfits amount- || 
i! claim because we have allowad it to others. It |! 


is time we were going back; but this case is not | 
/ a peer case with some others for which these | 


was accredited to some four or five of them. That | 
He under- | 
stood, when he accepted this appointment and | 


3y no means, Mr. President; 


Itis true the committee of the House have only 
allowed him half that amount—§4,500 for two of 
them, instead of $4,500 for the four, which would 
have amounted to $18,000, which he claimed in 
his petition. He went out there with letters of 
credit to these different States. He knew very 
well what duties were imposed on him when he 
wentout; whereas, | suppose, Mr. Marsh, whose 
case was passed the other day, when he was sent 
to Constantinople, did not know that he was to 
be sent to another place. I suppose Mr, Pendle- 
/ton and Mr. Schenck did not know that they 
would be required to go to other Courts. The Sen- 
/ ator near me [Mr. Pearce] says they certainly 
did not; but they were subsequently required to 
| leave their duties, and go to another country, to 
attend to other business. Now I say, in this case, 
Mr. Squier knew perfectly well he would have 
these duties to perform when he ‘went to Central 
America, ladmit he may have been put to some 
inconvenience, I admit he may have been put te 
|, some additional expense; and for that, the com- 
mittee of this body thought proper to allow him 
$4,500. [think he ought to be satisfied with that. 
Now, as for the balance of the salary which is 
claimed here, and which is said to be due, 1 do 
not know anything about it; but in looking over 
the report, | can get no information in relation to 
it. There is nothing from the Department in re- 
lation to it. All that I find here is, that when he 
came back, Mr. Webster, then Secretary of State, 
refused to allow him anything else; and another 
Secretary, it is stated, who succeeded Mr. Web- 
ster, did not think proper to overrule Mr. Web- 
ster’s decision in the premises. I think, sir, that 
|| $4,500 is all that Mr. Squier is entitled to, and 
with that he ought to be content. 
Mr. ANTHONY. 1 will ask the Secretary to 
read a letter from the Secretary of State. 
The Secretary read it, as ‘alenrn 


DEPARTMENT OF STatTe, WASHINGTON, 
April 12, 1858. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your note of the 7th instant, inclosing the memorial of Mr. 
E. George Squier, setting forth the nature and extent of 
his services in Central America, whilst residing there in a 
diplomatic character, and applying for a sum equal to the 
outfit of a chargé d’aflaires to each of the Republics to 
which he was accredited, and with which he opened rela- 
tions. 

In compliance with your request that the Committee on 
| Foreign Affairs be furnished with such evidence relating 
to said services as may be afforded by the files of this office, 
I have to communicate the following data : 

Mr. Squier was commissioned as chargé d’affaires of the 
United States to Guatemala on the 2d April, 1849, during 
the recess of Congress, which appointment was duly con- 
firmed by the Senate, in March, 1850. 

Besides the letter of credence which was furnished to 

him in his character of chargé d’affaires to Guatemala, Mr. 
Squier was formally accredited to the Republics of San Sal- 
vador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Honduras, by separate 
|| letters to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of those Govern- 
ments, which credentials were of the same seope and effect 
as that addressed to the Minister pf Foreign Affairs at Guat- 
| emala. 
The President also conferred upon Mr. Squier, in due 
| form, full and separate powers to negotiate treaties with 
the Governments of Guatemala, San Salvador, Nicaragua, 
Honduras, and Costa Rica. With the first four of these Re- 
| publics Mr. Squier concluded important treaties, two of 
which were submitted by the President to the Senate for 
ratification ; one of the others was withheld only because 
it had been anticipated by a different negotiation, and the 
fourth for political reasons. Mr. Squier’s services in Cen- 
tral America were regarded by the President and by the 
Department as of great importance and value, at a most in- 
teresting juncture of our relations In that quarter, and espe- 
cially in connection with the negotiations which were going 
on here at the same time with Great Britain. He was in- 
|| formed on the 25th October, 1849, that ‘the President has 
been gratified with the intelligence and activity evinced” 
| by him; on the 20th November, that the Department 
** justly appreciated his energy, zeal, and ability,” and he 
was ‘* especially thanked for the valuable information con- 
tained in his dispatches.’? On the 7th May, 1850, he was 
told that his ** conduct in the negotiation of the treaty with 
Nicaragua, which was the great business of bis mission, 
| has been highly approved by his Government.”’ In reply 
to an application for leave of absence, the Department 
stated to him that “ the energy and zeal which he had ex- 
hibited in the public service, and the state of his health en- 
titled him to it.”? Mr. Squier accordingly came home under 
that leave; whilst here, a new Administration was organ- 
ized, and he was superseded. 

The precedents referred to in the memorial of Mr. Squier 
| are pertinent to his application. The “letters of credence” 

and “ full powers” bestowed upon the functionaries named, 
were documents of precisely the same character as those 
hereinbefore mentioned as furnished to Mr. Squier. 
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the memorialist was of the most varied and important chac || taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 16; as follows: 
acter. His dispatches were accompanied by maps, mem- 


oirs, and sketches, illustrative of the geographical and 


tries which he visited; and by his contributions in these || ao ae eae Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, 
respects, as well as by bis more immediate diplomatic fune- || NAYS Me 4 oe coe ‘ 
tions, he has largely promoted the existing relations be- : 8—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Cameron, Davis, Doolit- 
tween our own country and Central America, and the 
benefits legitimately resulting therefrom. 

I return herewith Mr. Squier’s memorial, and have the 
honor to be your obedient servant, LEW: CASS. 


Mr. POLK. It is due, in answer to the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island, that I should say the 
Committee on Foreign Relations had determined || 
not to follow the precedents that were referred to || 
in that memorial of Mr. Squier any further. They || 
have had several applications of that kind. They the Court of Claims, ayd I now ask the Senate to | 
have made a report on all in accordance with the | take up the bill for present consideration. 


| Pearce, Polk, Powell, Pugh, Wigtall, and Wilkinson—16. 


! 

| ISAAC 8. SMITH. 

| Mr. RICE. I ask the consentof the Senate to 
take up House bill No. 231. A motion was made 
| the other day to reconsider the vote by which this 
| bill was sent to the Court of Claims, and then a 


principles — which they have reported in the 
ease of Mr. Squier. There isan applicationfrom |} Mr. RICE. Ido not know that itis. I be- | 
Mr. Peeden, who had been sent to Buenos Ayres, || lieve it will create no discussion. 1 have nothing | 
I think, and then had been accredited also to the || to say on it myself. 
Argentine Confederation. He claimed that he was || 
entitled to double pay. The committee have de- || friend that he will give way if it leads to discus- 
termined, unless the Senate shall overrule them || sion. ; 
in it, to pay the outfit and salary to the country Mr. RICE. Certainly. 
to which the minister is sent, and then to pay him Mr. YULEE. Very well. i 
full compensation for all his expenditures and ser- There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
vices in conducting relations with any other coun- |, Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
tries to which he may be accredited. Beyond || the bill (H. R. No. 231) for the relief of Isaac S. 
that they have not been willing to go. Thatis | Smith, of Syracuse, New York. It appropriates 
the position they have assumed, and which they the sum of $17,743 7, to be paid to Isaac S. 
intend to pursue, until the Senate shall overrule Smith, of Syracuse, in the State of New York, 
the committee, I feel it due to them to say this || for his work and labor bestowed, for materials 
to the Senate, so that if the Senate shall give to || furnished, and for expenses incurred, in attempt- 
Mr. Squier more than the amount that has been | ing to build for the United States a light-house on 
allowed by the Committee on Foreign Relations |, the Horse Shoe reef, in the Niagara river, near 
of the Senate, it will be a resolve on the part of | Fort Erie, in the province of Canada. 
the Senate to return back again to these precedents || ‘T'he bill was reported to the Senate without 
in the cases of Mr. Carr, Mr Pendleton, Mr. |, amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
Schenck, and others, and will be pro tanto, so | third ume, and passed. 
far, a condemning of the rule upon which the || POST ROUTE BILL. 
Committee on Foreign Relations ane thought it Mr. HEMPHILL and others addressed the 
safest and best to act, : | Chair. 
Ido not know what law it was that the Senator Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, it is my duty to | 
referred to that would give him as much as this; |) oa}} for the order. It is very unpleasant for me 
it may be one passed at the present session; but |! ¢6 refuse the request of any gentleman. The Sen- 
i will state that there is a law in force, which, |) ator from Texas so seldom makes an appeal, I 
however, the Committee on Foreign Relations of || feel very reluctant to interpose against him; and 
the Senate have not thought properly applicable if it is a matter that will not lead to any debate, I 
to services rendered outside of the country, which |) ¥i)) give way to him, but I cannot do so again. 
expressly provides that a person who discharges Mr. BROWN. I object to anything of that 
the duties of one public office shall not receive || sort, | object to making arrangements between 
compensation for additional duties of other offices. || Senators to have measures brought forward. 
Phat was in force at the time Mr. Squier per- || Mr, HEMPHILL. I move to take up the bill | 
formed this service. The Committee on Foreign |) ofthe House of Representatives No. 557. 
Relations of the Senate have not thought it best || Mr. MASON. Iam reluctant to interfere with® 
to apply that rule, and did not think the law con- } business that Senators desire to bring up; but I | 
templated the application of it to persons serving 


; hope the Senator from Florida will call up the 
the oe in foreign stations and offices, and || })))) we had under consideration before the recess. 
they therefore adopted the rule upon which that 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair can 
report was framed. 


make these remarks so that the Senate may | ea ee ee ert 
vote on the question understanding the position Mr. YULEE. I hope, then, that we shall pro- 
that the Committee on Foreign Relations have || .oeq with the business before the Senate. 
taken in regard to it. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (H. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | R. No. 714) establishing certain post routes is 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from || before the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
Missouri, to strike out ‘ $9,937,’’ and insert || the pending question being on the amendment 
= $4,500.”’ ; ; Fa proposed by the Senator from Massachusetts to 
Phe question being put, on a division, there || the amendment reported by the Committee on the 
were—ayes seven. || Post Office and Post Roads. Isthe Senate read 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Nota majority || for the question on the amendment to the amend- 
of a quorum voting in favor of it, the amendment || ment? 
Mr. GWIN. [I call for the reading of it. 


is lost, 1] 
Mr. POLK. Perhaps the fairest course would || ‘The Secretary read it. 
Mr. HALE. I ask for a division of that 


be to take the vote in the negative. Lunderstand || 
the President to declare that the amendment is |) amendment. e 
lost because a majority of a quorum does not vote || Mr. YULEE. I have some amendments to 











in its favor, Perhaps the vote in the negative offer to it. | 
will show that there is not a quorum present. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- || New Hampshire is entitled to the floor. | 


ment will still be lost. 


i ok Mr. HALE. Task that we may have a vote 
Mr. POLK. Oh, no; it will not be lost. | on the first section of the amendment, which pre” 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will not be || sents one simple question. 
carried, | Mr. GREEN. I have an amendment to offer | 
Several Senators. Let it go. to the first section. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without ||} Mr.GWIN. And I, also. 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, and read Mr. HALE. I only ask for a division. 
the third time. Mr. LATHAM. Mr. President, I desire to 
Mr. BRAGG. LI think it is desirable that we || present a few facts to the consideration of the 
should have this matter settled one way or the nate before they take a final vote upon this | 
other; and [ask for the yeas and nays on the pas- || proposition. Previous to the recess, the Senator | 
sage of the bill. rom Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,) who has quite a | 
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|| Treasury, and who is anxious, uponall occasion 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Chandler, Chesnut, | tO curtail unnecessary expenditures, made wh 
physical, ax well as of the political, condition of the coun- |, Clark, Durkee, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Hamlin, Harlan, | I may justly denominate a furious onslay 


| upon this amendment. Now, I! want Senat 


ti 
1} 


| te, Green, Hale, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, King, | 


| motion was entered to bring the papers back from || 


Mr. YULEE. Is it a case that is disputed? || 


Mr. YULEE. [hope it will be agreed by my || Government of the United States; and they will 
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distinctly to understand that, when they vote = 


the proposition submitted by the honorable Sen. 


_ ator from Massachusetts, they are not increasin 
So the bill was passed. 
| 
} 
1 

| 

| 


the expenditures of the Government to the enor. 


mous extent which the Senator from Georgia 
_ would have them believe. I say, giving the widest 
| Scope to this proposition, without any curtail. 
_ment during the first year, and the excess over 
_ what you are now paying is only $187,724; and 


the second year it is but $387,724, as I will show 
to this body. 

You are now paying for the transportation of 
the mail across the Isthmus of Panama, $100,000 
You cannot hope for any reduction of that sum, 
This isa monoply. They charge the British Goy. 
ernment for carrying this mail, small as jt js 
across this Isthmus, the same as they charge the 


never lessen their price, so faras our Government 
is concerned; because, the very moment they do, 
they will have to do the same to the British Goy- 
ernment; and as there is no other means of com- 
munication between the two oceans at the present 
time, they will continue to charge the same rate, 
So long as that is the only route that is open be- 
tween the two oceans for the carrying of the mail, 
you may rest assured they will continue to charge 


| you nee Therefore, you may regard that 


as a fixed fact—g100,000 for carrying the mail 
across that small strip of land between the two 
oceans. You have got to pay $600,000 for car- 
rying the mail over the ** Butterfield line,”’ as itis 
prs denominated, There is no proposition 
vere to change that; and therefore you may re- 
gard itasa just charge upon your Treasury. You 
have also a contract for e@arrying the mail be- 
tween here and Salt Lake City, which does not 
expire for two years, at $125,000. You have then 
to pay $53,276 for carrying the mail over that por- 
tion of the San Antonio route which is lefti—that 
is, between San Antonioand Camanche Springs, 
the rest of the route having been done away with, 
and the Department having cut this line down to 
the lowest possible point, as it is carried only 
semi-monthly, I believe, and in any way the con- 
tractors see fit. Now, between Salt Lake City 
and Placerville the present contractor, Mr. Rus- 
sell, the same gentleman who carries the :mail be- 
tween Salt Lake City and St. Joseph, carries the 
mail in any manner he may see fit, semi-monthly, 
for $33,000—a horse mail if he chooses. 

Mr. GWIN. In eighteen days’ time. 

Mr. LATHAM In eighteen ere ee col- 
league says. Then, by the contract which just 
expired, you pay $351,000; so that the total sum 
is $1,262,276. 

ir. YULEE. The $351,000 includes the cross- 
ing of Panama. 

Mr. LATHAM. I think the Senator is mis- 
taken about that. Is that included? 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LATHAM. Then I am mistaken by 
oe and the correct aggregate is $1,162,270. 

n this estimate the Senate will sec I have left off 
the extreme northern route connecting the lakes 
with Oregon and Washington Territories, be- 
cause that is a new scheme, a new project, and 
cannot be regarded as belonging to this charge ot 
extreme extravagance, so far as the supplying of 
Oregon and California with mail service, at least, 
is concerned. That makes, then, the total charge 
upon the Government $1,162,276 at the present 
time. 

Now what kind of service have you got? You 
have got semi-monthly by ocean, and they may 
carry it in as many days as they please. There 
is no limitation as to time. They may carry 
it in thirty, or forty, or fifty days, as they see 
fit. You have a letter mail by the Butterfield 
route that goes semi-weekly. Then you have a 
semi-monthly contract over the San Antonio route, 
between San Antonio and Camanche Springs, and 


a semi-monthly contract, with thirty-eight days’ 
time, between St. Joseph and Salt Lake; the total 


of which amounts to $1,162,276. _ 
Now, by this amendment there is mppropeieaes 
$600, 


for the Butterfield route $600,000, an 


for the first year for this service by the Salt Lake 


route, between St. Joseph and Placerville, which 
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makes $1,200,000; and ,000 for the line be- 
iween New Orleans and E Paso, in Texas; mak- 
sg, inthe aggregate, $1,450,000. The difference 
between what is now paid and the increase of 
gervice iS $237,724; or, at the expiration of the 
frst year, when the service is daily, of $487,724. 
That isall the increase; and therefore the Senator 
fom Florida, who spoke of this costing about one 
million nine hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
and my friend from Georgia, who thought this 
was an increase to & most enormous extent, will 


see that the whole increased service falls inside of | 


000. 
Now, what is the comparison of the service? 
In the first instance, you have got three times a 
week for the first year, by the Salt Lake route, 
and the second year you have a daily service. 
You have twice a week, proposed to be increased 
to three times a week, service by the Butterfield 
contract, passing from St. Louis, through the 
western portion of Missouri and Arkansas and 
the northern part of Texas, to the lower part of 
California, extending all the way up that State 
to San Francisco; and then from New Orleans 
semi-weekly to El Paso, connecting with this 
Butterfield contract; making during the first year, 


five, if not six, through mails, connecting three | 
noints through to the Pacific coast; and the sec- | 


ond year nine, if not ten, mails per week. That 
is the difference in point of service. 

| know my friend from Georgia will at once 
ask me what is the use, or where is the neces- 
sity for this increase of service? When he says 
the population of California does not exceed eight 
hundred thousand souls, he comes, probably, 
within bounds. I am not upon this disposed to 
take issue with him. But that is not all the people 
that are supplied Ly these mail facilities. There 
are all the people in Arizona, soon to be a State; 
there are people who are provided by this amend- 
ment at Salt Lake City, at Pike’s Peak, that will 
soon have one hundred thousand or one hundred 
and fifty thousand souls; there are the people in 
Nevada Territory, as it is contemplated, amount- 
ing now, as I suppose, to forty thousand people, 
and very shortly will amount to one hundred 





thousand; so that you may safely estimate that, | 
in establishing these mails, you supply a million, | 
ifnota million and a half of people with facilities | 


to which they are entitled. 
But this is not all. 


If you are to regard this | 


proposition purely from an economical point, I | 


can assure the Senator from Georgia, looking as | 


he does, and should do, at this question of ex- 
penditures with the most watchful eye, (and itis 
to his credit that he does so,) that he is here sav- 
ing to the Government thousands upon thousands 
of dollars. Let me tell the Senator from Georgia 
that ifthis daily mail shall cross the continent, as 
is contemplated by this amendment, costing but 
six or eight hundred thousand dollars per annum, 
we shall hear no more of such murders as have 
recently taken place of American citizens in Car- 
son’s valley. Sir, if this road had been estab- 
lished, those enterprising men, some of whom 


came from his State, as I know personally, and 


men from all portions of this Union, who went 
there through the same spirit of enterprise that 
has settled up all that western country, would 
never have been murdered, and their bones would 
not now lie bleaching upon her soil; because this 
very line would have supplied the want of an 
army. It would have established settlements all 
along its course. There would have been secur- 
ity; there would have been protection; because 
every one knows a strange fact in the history of 
these mail lines, that the Indians have a kind of 
horrorand dread of the power ofthisGovernment. 
There never has been an instance of their attack- 
ing a stage on the Butterfield line, although the 
mail coach has been surrounded by Camanches 
and Apaches in their warrior dress, going upon 
their depredations. They have that kind of feel- 
ing relative to the mail service, and the power 
of the Government, that although they will come 
up to the coach and take tobacco and caps and 
powder and everything that the passengers may 
choose tn give them, yet such is their super- 
Stition, that in no instance have they ever com- 
mitted any depredations upon a mail ceach along 
that line. The same will be the case along the 
Salt Lake line; also between San Antonio and El 
Paso. These lines will Supply the want of an 
army. They will economize to the Government 
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in the saving of thousands of dollars in sending 
troops there to be stationed in forts for the pur- 
pose of sustaining the dignity and honor of your 
Government, and 

that go there to people that immense territory 
lying between the Atlantic States and the Pacific 
coast. 

The Senator puts in contrast with all this what 
he regards as the most feasible proposition. He 
Says that responsible parties, these gentlemen 
that have the ocean service, are willing to take 
this contract for the postage, and to carry printed 
matter at the rate of twenty-five cents a pound. 


If | were an ocean contractor and had steamships, | 
Let me tell || 


1 would not want anything better. 
the Senator that they could make it amount to 
$1,000,000 per annum, instead of $400,000, or 
$300,000, or $250,000, or any other amount he 
could conceive of. They take the letter postage, 
and if you give them the twenty-five cents per 
pound on printed matter, it is unlimited. They 


could send any quantity of mail matter that they | 


might see fit at the rate of twenty-five cents a 
pound, the amount that the express companies 


charge; and they could swell the amount up toa 
For my part, I never | 


most indefinite sum. 
would be in favor of any such proposition or any 
such scheme unless it was surrounded by some 
limitations, which I suppose the Senator from 
Georgia must certainly foie contemplated when 
he suggested it to the Senate. 

Mr. TOOMBS. They do not take any mail 
or printed matter except what the Government 
gives them. 

Mr. LATHAM. They can take any amount 
of mail matter, and all the printed matter. They 
are bound to take it, and all the newspapers, and 
all the Leslie’s Magazines, and Harpers’, and 


Ledgers, and that class of periodicals that are | 
scattered over the State of California; and they | 
could swell this amount up to an enormous ex- | 


tent, making it just as much as they saw fit; if 
they were disposed, which I do not pretend to 
charge, to treat the Government in an unfair man- 
ner. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will the gentleman 
allow me to make an inquiry? 

Mr. LATHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. As I understood the 
Senator from Georgia, the proposition was to 
carry the franked or free matter for twenty-five 
cents, ' 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Not printed matter. 


| . . . . 
That would include all on which postage is paid; 


but it is the free matter or franked documents. 


Mr. LATHAM. I beg the pardon of the Sen- | 


I understand that was not 


ator from Kentucky 
If lam wrong, the chairman of the 


the offer. 


| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads will 


correct me. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. As I understood it, the 


Senator from Georgia said the franked matter— 


the free matter. 
Mr. YULEE. The printed matter, I think. 
Mr. TOOMBS. I have it here. 
Mr. LATHAM. 
what the proposition is, 
Mr. TOOMBS. 
tion made to the Post Office Department. 
speaking by the card. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. We surely would not 


ay them for carrying the newspapers. 

Mr. LATHAM. I want to hear what it is, 

Mr. TOOMBS. ‘To carry all letters for the 
postage thereon, and to carry all printed matter at 
twenty-five cents per pound; such being the min- 
imum charge for transporting merchandise by fast 
express between New York and San Francisco; 


that is, for ocean and Isthmus transportation.’’ | 


Of course this means nothing more than carrying 
such things as go through the mails, at twenty- 
five cents a pound. | presume there is no printed 
matter that goes through the mail for less than 
that, nor for anything like that sum. I think it 
would be the free matter and nothing else. 

Mr. LATILAM. The proposition is just what 
I thought it was: for printed matter. Som the 
Senator from Georgia, with all his intelligence, 
has a very incorrect idea of the relation which the 
franked documents bear to the printed matter sent 
to that country. hy, sir, the quantity of mat- 
ter, in the shape 6f magazines and periodicals, 
that are sent to that country is perfectly enormous. 
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protecting the honest settlers | 


Then I will wait to hear 


I have a copy of the proposi- 
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I do not know exactly the quantity. I am sure 
if | were to state to the Sen&tor the amount of 
|| printed matter which would be covered by that 
|| proposition, he would be surprised himself. 

| Mr. TOOMBS. If it goes through the mails, 
|| does not the postage of the United States exceed 
| twenty-five cents? 

Mr. LATHAM. There is no limitation uponit. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It is true, that the papers are 
carried, and we pay for them less than the or- 
| dinary goods, wares, and merchandise of the 
| people ? 
|| Mr. YULEE. Yes, sir; almost for nothing. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It is the greatest fraud ever 
perpetrated on a free people. 

Mr. LATHAM. That may be. That is a 
proposition I am not now disposed to argue as 
|| germane to this amendment; but I am merely 

taking the proposition as itis. I say that that 
| proposition means nothing more than simply this: 
we will take the letter postage, and the printed 
matter, whatever it may be—not franked matter, 
because that is a very different thing, which 
|| would rest entirely with the Representatives from 
the Pacific States, as to the amount of matter 
they might send—these papers, periodicals, &c., 
and charge upon them at the rate of twenty-five 
cents per pgund. Therefore, I say that this com- 
pany. or these contractors, whoever oy might 

e, if they were disposed to act fraudulently— 
which, as I said, I do not pretend to charge, be- 
cause I am only looking now to the law and to 
the proper guarding of its terms—could swell it 
up to a most enormous amount. 

The Senator from Florida, in his opposition to 
this scheme, says you will find, in a very short 
time, that this printed matter and these franked 
documents will accumulate at the gorges of the 
mountains, where the snows fall, until they 
amount toa ton ora ton and a half a day, and 
will then be used for the purpose of building camp 
fires, | think he said, and for other purposes, 
| which, of course, were not designed by those who 
| had sent them over the country to the Pacific 
coast. Congress, in its beneficence, has already 
given us a telegraph; and let me say to the Sen- 
ator, the very moment you establish this line, 
amounting to a daily line, three times a week 
over the Salt Lake route, and three times over the 
Butterfield route, this immense amount of printed 
matter will decrease; and why? The only reason 
why there is such a consumption of this printed 
| matter on the Pacific coast now, and why the 
| country is flooded with these documents, arises 
| simply from the fact that they have such uncer- 

tain and such seldom communication, and there- 

fore the publishers of these magazines and papers 

send them to California because they find a ready 
|| market for them. Once you make a daily line, 
once you allow communication to become inces- 
| sant and constant and certain, the publishers of 

periodicals in the state of California—and there 

is no country upon the face of the earth where 
| they are so enterprising, or where they have car- 
ried their newspaper improvements to a greater 
extent—will curtail the necessity for these papers 
and these periodicals, and there will not be such 
an immensg mass sent there. 

Butevert supposing there is: who are the losers? 
If these enterprising men, the contractors across 
the Salt Lake route, are willing to undertake it 
for this sum of money, it is not the Government 
| that is to suffer. The contractors are to give 
bonds for the faithful discharge of their duties. 
They are liable upon those bonds for the dis- 
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charge of their duties; and if they fail, if the last 
resort has been tried, then the amendment that is 
before the Senate provides that the Postmaster 
General may contract with the steamship com- 
any for carrying the mail by the Isthmus of 
anama. I do not regard that argument as feasi- 
ble at all, because every conceivable contingency 
that could happen has been provided for. Itis 
an experiment worthy of trying; and if you fail 
in it, then the people of the West, the people of 
the Pacific, will all be satisfied that it is one of 
those chimerical propositions which cannot be en- 
tertained by the Government; and you will then 
perfect a system by sending this great matter by 
ocean steamers, as is contemplated by the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, 
But I ask of the Senate, I ask of my Demo- 
cratic friends at least, to give us this experiment; 
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experiment go into operation, in order that the pev- 
ple on the Pacific may themselves see that the 
demand they are making through their press, 
through the public meetings, and through every 
possible channel, is not feasible, and cannot be 
carried out. As my colleague has told you, when 
the Butterfield contract was first contemplated, it 
was regarded as a perfect dream, existing only in 
the minds of legislators, incapable of any prac- 
tical operation. It has proved now an absolute 
reality. We want you to go a little further. We 
want to sce if you cannot give us not only adaily 
mail, but, at the same time, send all the matter 
across the continent; establishing settlements; 
giving homes for settlers all along the route; for- 
warding the great project of this age—the Pacific 
railroad. These companies of settlers would op- 
erate as engineers; would find out the most feasi- 
ble routes, the best places for watering; do that 
for which the Government has already paid mil- 
lions, and yet it has been done in so unsatisfac- 
tory a manner. We desire that the tide of pop- 
ulation that is setting out to the West shall not 
be compelled to go seven thousand miles through 
a foreign country, when they can go two thou- 
sand miles through their own soil and reach the 
point of their destination, and that, td, through a 
salubrious climate, across a country governed by 
your own laws, If I chose to occupy the atten- 
tion of the Senate, I could recall the fact that the 
progress of California has been nothing but one 
struggle, all the time, with vicissitudes and with 
obstacles thrown around it by the action of the 
General Government. The blood of your citi- 
zens, shed upon the Isthmus of Panama, which 
has never been redressed oravenged; the outrages 
that have been committed upon your own people, 
enterprising in their character, pushing forward 
the Seetisiy of your Government to the Pacific 
coast, should plead to the Government, if no other 
consideration does, to go forward and do this 
work necessary to carry out our destiny and our 
progress. 

he Senator from Georgia told you, and ap- 
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pealed to the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Cot- 
LAMER] to prove it, that this proposition involved | 
an expenditure of one half the total expenditures | 
for the Post Office Department during the first | 
twenty or twenty-five years of the existence of the | 
Government. 
that you have now got on the Pacific coast an | 
empire almost equal to that which belonged to the 
original thirteen States. The country has spread 
out since, He seems to argue like a Senator who 
had belonged, and belonged now, to the conti- 
nental Congress. He seems to forget that, in- 
stead of having three million, you have now got 
thirty million people to provide for. He seems 
to forget, instead of having thirteen States sparsely 
settled —— 

Mr. TOOMBS, I do not want to interrupt the 
Senator in his enthusiasm, but I said that was 
but ten years ago; and we have not increased from 
three to thirty million since 1851. 

Mr. LATHAM Then I misunderstood the 
period alluded to by the Senator; but my argu- 
ment still has the same force and an ¢qual appli- 
cation. Your country has extended itself. You 
have the Pacific coast to provide for; and it is for 
you to say, and that is the only proposition here, 
whether by voting for this amendment offered by 
the Senator from Massachusetts you will give us 
the same mail facilities that you have provided 
for the east; whether you will give us a line of 
emigration across your continent that can be pro- 
tected by your own people; that can be free, not 
only from the inclemencies of climate, but from 
oo through an unfriendly people, over a 
oreign soil; and, at the same time, add to the 
wealth and strength and greatness of the country, 
by settling up the intermediate territory between 
the Atlantic States and the Pacific coast. 

Mr. President, I do not teel like occupying the 
attention of the Senate further on this subject. 
These are some considerations that appeared to 
me to be proper to present. If the Senate is to 
regard this question solely in an economical view, 
I think T have satisfied them that the excess they | 
will have to pay under the amendment of the Sen- | 
ator from Massachusetts, over what they arenow 
paying, does not exceed $487,000 and a fraction. 

r. MASON. I wish to call to the notice of | 
the Senate the text that, I fear, is rapidly becoming | 





Senators need but recall the fact |! 


to allow the propogition to be tried; to let this 
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| Between 1820 and 1836 there were several appro- | 
_priations made by Congress, under that a 


| hundreds of thousands were appropriated for the 


| gress of the United States; and the State of Vir- | 








obsolete—I mean the Constitution of the United 
States—and to one of the articles that is very sel- 
dom adverted to. There is a very short line 
which gives to Congress the power “ to establish 
post offices and post roads.’’ 1 think that is all | 
there is in the Constitution relating to this Post 
Office establishment. I am notaware of anything 
else in the Constitution. If there is anything else, | 
Senators will call my attention to it. I should 
like, also, to call the attention of the Senate tothe 
fact that in the wisdom of those who framed the 
Government, under the Constitution, they formed 
Executive Departments, and one of those Execu- 
tive Departments is that of the General Post Of- 
fice. The theory of the Government was based 
upon that short line of the Constitution, that the 
Government was to become simply the carrier of | 
the mails, and that commerce, and those who sent 
letters by the mails, wereto pay for the transpor- 
tation. That was the theory of the Government, 
and a long time we were kept within those limits. 
If | am subject to correction, I would be grat- 
ified for any Senator to correct me. The first in- 
stance that I know of a departure, in which the 
legislative department trenched upon the execu- 
tive department, was in this grand New York 
scheme to carry the mails across the Atlantic in 
steamers; where Congress was called upon, in 
the mercantile language, to pay subsidies to com- 
merce. They were called upon to make large 
subsidies, gratuitous contributions from the com- 
mon purse, for purposes of commerce, to carry 
these mailsacross the Atlantic, under the deceptive 
and fraudulent idea that we must enter into com- 
mercial competition with Great Britain for carry- 
ing these mails. Then for the first time—if I am 
wrong let gentlemen correct me—Congress un- 
dertook the administrative department of the Gov- 








| ernment; and they undertook it witha strong hand. 


They took those mails 

Mr. RICE. I merely wish to remind the Sen- 
ator, as he asked others to put him right if he 
was in error, that many years ago Congress made 
appropriations for constructing wagon roads in 
the States, for the purpose of transporting the 
mails over them. I think that was one of the 
first departures from the principle which he has 
now announeed. 

Mr. MASON. Unless the Senator will specify 
the wagon roads, I cannot take issue with him. 
If he does, I think I can. 

Mr. RICE. I cannot refer to the dates, but I 
will state there were one or two in Tennessee. 








| 
clause of the Constitution which he has just read, 
for constructing roads over which to carry the | 
mails. Lands were given for that purpose in the | 
State of Indiana and in his own State. I do not | 
know whether to carry the mails or for what; but | 


Cumberland road. A large appropriation was 
made for building a road in Virginia by the Con- | 


ginia erected toll gates upon that road, and made 
the people of all the oe nek for traveling over 
it cher they had built it. Then Congress again 
gave one or two million dollars for constructing 
a canal from Alexandria up into the mountains, | 
to bring down the wealth of the mountain regions, 
their coal, flour, and produce, into the State of | 
Virginia; and perhaps it was done under that ver 
clause of the Constitution that he has just read. 
I hope he will pardon me for not being well posted; | 
for 1 am a young member, and do not take much 
impression of these things. 

r. MASON. I will not be diverted from what 
Iwas on. I will answer the Senator presently 4 
as to his reference. 

I say the first instance I know of in which the 
Treasury was subsidized for the purpose of car- 
rying the mail for commercial purposes was in the 
instance where, under the fraudulent pretext that 
we were to compete with England on the ocean, 
they taxed the ‘Treasury hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to establish a communication from New 
York to Liverpool. They did more. Congress 
then took out of the hands of the Executive and 
from the General Post Office that part of the postal 
system, and transferred it to the Navy Depart- 
ment, upon the still more fraudulent idea that 
they were to build ships of war. We know how 
that ended. That line broke down, with all the 
subsidies which had been imposed upon the Treas- 




















ury; and now,so far as I am informed, t 
intercourse between this continent and 
open to competition. 

Now, what is proposed? That we shall take 
from the Department, which oughtto be informeg 
and I take it for granted is informed, of the bes, 
mode of carrying the mails from the Atlantic 
slope to the Pacific slope, all discretion whethe, 
they shall send it by steam across the Isthmus o, 
Central America, or whether they shall send jt 
atan increased cost, across the continent—ajj this 
upon that short passage in the Constitution, that 
‘Congress shall establish post offices and pos 
roads.”’ Well, what has been the result? he 
Post Office has become a burden upon the Treas. 
ury, a cost that is increasing every day; and there 
is a tendency, so far as I can see it, on the part 
of Congress to increase that cost. 

Why, sir, what is this thing of carrying letters 
this postal system? For wise purposes, I dare 
say, for the convenience of the oe by 
the Constitution that was left in the hands of thie 
Federal Government. They shall be the carriers 
of the mails to establish post offices and pos 
roads; and now gentlemen get up here with an 
honesty and a frankness that becomes them, but, 
in my honest judgment, with a total disregard of 
all constitutional restraint, and say, ‘* Well, but 
you should contribute largely for this thing, be- 
cause you will populate the country; you will 
earry civilization into the wilderness; you will 
increase the value of your public lands; you wil 
establish military posts to keep off the Sains 
all that in carrying commercial letters or business 
letters from one point to another. Sir, that is not 
the Government into which I was introduced; it 
is not the Government that my people recognize; 
itis not the Treasury to which my people con- 
tribute, if it is to be—I do not use the term in an 
offensive sense—subdivided in this collateral man- 
ner to carry out schemes to populate one portion 
of the country at the expense of another. 

Iam not conversant with the amendment, or 
the amendment to the amendment; but I shal! 
vote against them in every form or shape, unless 
the responsible head of the executive department 
comes before Congress and tells us that that is 
the cheapest way, and the most expeditious way 
combined with cheapness, to carry the mail from 


he postal 
Europe ig 


| the Atlantic States to the Pacific slope. That is 


all the inquiry I will make of any kind or de- 
scription. I len, sir, that there may be a pol- 
icy—I have heard it out of doors. I have no idea 
that those gentlemen who advocate this particular 
amendment come into that policy, and I do not 
believe they do; but I know there is a policy out 
of doors to increase the demand upon the Trea- 
sury, that they may increase the taxes. That is 
the scheme. I acquit honorable gentlemen who 
are interested in this particular route from any 
purpose of that sort. I know there is that gen- 


eral scheme in one section of this country against 


the other, to increase the demand upon the ‘Treas- 
ury, that they may have an excuse to increase 
the taxes. 
Now, sir, my plan would be, so far as I have 
a vote here, to diminish the general charge in 
every possible form. I will go with him who 
goes furthest, to give all these facilities of inter- 
communication by means of the Post Office be- 
tween one section of the country and another, 
provided it comes from the Department upon their 
responsibility, to tell us that that is the cheapest 
and the most expeditious route, utterly regardless 
whether it goes across the continent, or whether 
it goes by sea, or where it goes. The man who 
receives the letter has a right to inquire whether 
it came by the specdiest route within the reach of 
economical expenditure; but no further right— 
none whatever. I know we have appropriated 
here, from time to time, hundreds o thousands 
of dollars to open ways across the continent to 
carry the mails. I know I never voted for one 
of them. I know that our fellow-citizens in Cal- 
ifornia have no right to ask of*this Governmen' 
anything more than that they will give them this 
postal intercommunication hy the most exped!- 
tious route that is consistent with a prudent econ- 
oa and nothing more than that. ; 
ir, who pays this, money into the Treasury’ 
I know it is paid bya system of indirect taxation. 
and at the commercial points where the money 's 
collected the me to say they pay. They 
have not paid a dollar of it, or comparatively very 
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little. | 

” presume to say, because the money is col- 
jected there, that they contribute it, It is false— 
witerly false—both in theory and in fact. The 
producers pay it. Those unconscious country- | 
men who are cultivating the soil, and who con- 
sume the imports, pay It, without knowing: the 
point at Which it arrives in the country. The 
ereat commercial points comgenhrnd pay noth- | 
ing. ‘They collect it; and when they are collect- 
ing it they take care, as commerce always takes | 
care, to tax it only for their own selfish uses. 
The money is paid into the Treasury by the pro- | 
ducers, not by those who make the exchanges; | 
and the exchanges are made only at the commer- | 
cial points. We are asked to tax that Treasury, | 
which is contributed by these producers, for the | 
purpose of this commercial intercourse. Who | 


enjoys its advantages ? Ido not know exactly 





for none of it, in any form or shape, unless we || 
have it from the responsible head of the Depart- | 
ment, under the assurance—having the whole 
ground before him, as he does—that that is the | 
speediest route consistent with an economical | 
expenditure. 
view it. 


Now a word to the honorable Senator from | 


Minnesota. I know there was a period in the 
lax administration of this Government, when, 
under this power to establish post offices and post 
roads, an Administration—I think there was but 
one, the administration of the younger Adams— 
claimed the right to make roads under the right | 
to establish roads; and under that system he did | 
make, so far as I recollect, or assumed to make, | 
commenced to make, various roads. I know it | 
was resisted by the South as at war with the Jet- | 
ter of the Constitution. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, 


any roads were made. 


| 


I do notremember that | 


. s 
1 know that at these commercial points | 
| 


the form in which the thing stands, but I will vote || 
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| wrong. 
|| it conflicted with the Constitution; but I think it | 


That is the only light in which I |) 





| we are tending. The Constitution yet, in the his- 


Mr. MASON. 1 know they attempted to make || 


roads. 
zinit, exploring roads and promising them. I | 
do not know that they were made. 
Cumberland road, to which the Senator from Min- 
nesota has adverted, he has changed its history. | 
That road was made under a construction of the 

compact under which Ohio came into the Union, | 
by which it was considered that the Federal Gov- | 
ernment was under an obligation to put the State 

of Ohio into communication with the Atlantic | 
waters, and the road was made; but the honora- 
ble Senator is entirely mistaken when he says 
Virginia claimed a right to put toll gates upon | 
that road. I wiil tell the honorable Senator what | 
he adverts to. The Federal Government broke 

down in the administration of the road. They | 
made the road, and found they had no power to | 
administer it. They had no power to keep it up. 
They could not put up toll gates. They could | 
not exact toll, even for the purpose of keeping up 
the road; and it was surrendered to the States 
through which it passed; and then the States 
slaced these toll gates upon it, for the purpose of | 
colan it up; but not until the surrender was | 
made. The honorable Senator, therefore, is mis- | 
taken in his history. | 


Mr. RICE, Not at all. 

Mr. MASON. Very well, sir; show it. 

Mr. RICE. I can say, so far as Virginia is 
concerned, that in traveling over the road made | 
by the General Government, to which all the peo- | 
ple, those who tilled the soil as well as the balance, | 
contributed, I have paid tolls myself. It was the | 
policy of the Government, from the days of Wash- | 
ington down to the time General Jackson vetoed 
the Maysville road bill, to make these appropria- 
tions for roads, They were made for nearly all 
the States of the Union down to the time of the 
veto of the Maysville road. They appropriated 
money for a road from here to Philadelphia, They 
made several appropriations for roads in Ten- 
nessee. They made them for Missouri. They 
made them for nearly all the old States. 

Mr. YULEE. States? 

Mr. RICE. Yes, sir, States. Here is one 
passed in 1816, That was when the Government 
Was in its purity—the good old days of the Gov- 
ernment when they did not deviate from the Con- 
stitution, but followed it literally: 

“That the sum of $10,000 be, and the same is hereby, 


appropriated, and payable out of any moneys in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of repair- 


I know they sent engineers threugh Vir- || 


As to the |} 


1} 
| 


| 


| to expediency. 








3245 








I shall vote against them in every shape, unless 
in the State of Louisiana, by the Choctaw agency; and also Tam satisfied by 3 eepors from the res onsible 
the road between Fort Hawkins, in the State of Georgia, || Tarter, the Executive Department, that t e route 
and Fort Stoddard, under the direction of the Secretary of || by which the mail is proposed to be carried is the 
War.” || cheapest route consistent with expedition in car- 

Mr. YULEE. Those were Indian roads. \| rying it, and then that it will be within the com- 

Mr. RICE. No, sir; they were not Indian || pass of the means of the Post Office Department. 
roads. There were one or two appropriations || That is the spirit of the Government, and I tell 
made by Congress for roads in Tennessee, in || honorable gentlemen, if they insist upon trans- 
which it was stated that the money should be ex- || cending that, they will transform this Government; 
pended only in the Indian country; but here are || they will put it into the hands of an irresponsible 
appropriations for laying out roads between here |) numerical majority—utterly_ irresponsible —for 
and Philadelphia, and all through the old States. || where is the responsibility? What responsibility 
[have not the time now; but I can refer to at least || have the numerical majority to the Government of 
a dozen cases. Ido not complain of it. I merely || this country? None but in the Constitution; and 
wish to say that if,in the good old days of the || if they disregard that, the responsibility of our 
Republic, when all men were pure, when the Con- |; Government is at an end. Where it will end, 
stitution was looked to as the guide, it was right, || Heaven knows. I presume it will vibrate for a 
I do not think we ought to be censured now for || time through anarchy, and terminate in despotism. 
following the rule that our forefathers set us. ! shall vote against all these amendments in an 

But I will say to the honorable Senator from || form or shape, unless 1 know from the responsi- 
Virginia, that [ look upon the whole thing as |; ble head of the Executive Department that they 

I do not think it was right then—not that || recommend it upon their responsibility. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Lbelieve itisalways in order 
to discuss the Constitution, and Lentirely concur 
in all the sentiments that the Senator from Vir- 

|| ginia has expressed in reference to it; bat } think, 
at this lateehour of the session and of the night, 

Mr. MASON. lam sorry to interrupt the Sen- |) very little can be done by discussing anything. 
ator; but I understood he only wanted to correct || With all the business before the Senate, most of 
me in facts. I am perfectly willing that he should the Senators are tolerably familiar; and those who 

| 


Duck river, in the State of Tennessee, and Madisonville, 


was a bad precedent; and | think, if carried out, 
it might lead to results that would be injurious to || 
every section of the country; but I cannot say 
here that the principle 





do that; but when he comes to reason he can re- || are not should, at this late hour, follow their file 
ply tome. Lam sorry to hear, however, that his 


leaders; and, I take it,that will be generally done. 
regret is one of expediency, and not of constitu- || I feel most anxious to get a vote on this question, 
tional restraint. 1] 


whatever it may be, and upon all the questions 
Mr. RICE. Both. 1} 


that come up here; for if my mind has not been 
Mr. MASON. I understood him to limit it to |) attracted to them, and I have not made up my 
expediency. 


opinions, | know whose opinions I will follow; 

Mr. RICE. No,sir; you are mistaken in that. || and I take it that is the case with all the Senators. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, that is to what || I think that now we ought to avoid discussion. 
j I do not think that a vote can be changed, that 
tory of Governments, is very new. The tendency |; anythingcan be done by anything that can be said, 
is to look to expediency, and not to fundamental |) and we are ina position when we ought to do; 
law. Ido not know how any one who is con- |) and therefore I desire a vote on this question. 
versant with the history of former Governments Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I should like, in 
and former people can expect our experiment to | all respect, to ask the Senator from South Caro- 
last, if they abandon the Constitution and look || lina if he knows what the question is before the 
I fear that is at present the tenor || Senate that he wants a vBte on? 
of the public mind. ‘The expediency of the day, Mr. HAMMOND. So many questions have 
the will of the popular majority for the time being, | been popped on the Senate to-mght that I really 
is the rule. Whether it is to civilize the wilder- || do not know what the question is. [Laughter. 
ness; whether it is to compensate California for |, I shall follow somebody that I suppose does know 
the gold that California unfortunately givesto the || Mr.GWIN. The Senator was very anxious 
world; whatever it may be, you are to look to || for a vote, and I thought he understood what the 
expediency, and to regard that without any ref- || question was before the Senate. I should like, 
erence to the restraints of the fundamental law. || in all respect, to ask the Senator from Virginia if 
Why, sir, what is the fundamental law? What | he can tell me? 
is the Government under which we live? Wherein || Mr. HAMMOND. If the Senator from Cali- 
does it differ from the Government of France, || fornia would state the question, perhaps I may 
under the present Emperor; or the Government || know what itis; but there have been so many 
of Austria, under its Emperor? It is said to be || questions brought up, that I do not know exactly 
a popular Government—a Governmentof the pop- || what we are on now. , 
ular will. It is true; but those who framed the || Mr. GWIN. I should like, in all respect, to 
Government had the sagacity and the honesty || know from the Senator from Virginia, who made 
and the honor to chain the popular will down by || a long address to the Senate, what is the question 
the fundamental law; and when gentlemen talk || before the Senate? 
to me about expediency—that it was more in re- || Mr. MASON. I will tell the Senator. I went 
gard to expediency—I would with great respect || to the Secretary’s table this morning and read the 
refer them to the text of the Constitution. There || amendment that is now pending, and I read the 
may be instances, doubtless there are instances, || amendmentto the amendment offered by the Sen- 
that pass almost every day under our notice, not | ator from Massachusetts. 
regarded, or, if regarded, not censured. ‘These | Mr. GWIN. What is the amendment? 
things pass by a sort of lapse in political morals. || Mr. MASON. I will tell the Senator what the 
There may be instances where they pass laws to || question is. It is a demand on the Senate to take 
improve or tomake roads. I know nothing about | the administration of the postal service from the 
that. | Post Office Department, and to tell the Postmaster 

But to come back tothe mail service, whoever | General in what way he shall send the mail, by 
doubted, until Congress assumed the right to take | what routes, and what he shall pay for them; to 
the administrative power from the Executive— || which I am opposed. That is the question. 
whoever doubted, until Congressassumedtheright | Mr.GWIN. That is the Senator’s statement 
to subsidize the Treasury for private jobs—that | of the question. 
the intent of the Constitution was that the Gov- || Mr. MASON. And according to my recollec- 
ernment should be the carrier of the mail and | tion, fixing the names of the contractors. I am 
nothing else, and should be paid as a carrier for | not certain about that. 
the mails and nothing more, and thatthe com- | Mr.GWIN. Now I will ask the Secretary to 

ensation should pay for the carriage? Whoever || read the question that is before the Senate. [**Oh, 
fad an idea it was to extend to cultivate wilder- || no.’’] It is a short section. 
nesses, or to send population into this quarter or Several Senators. We ell understand it. 
thatquarter? None. Youmaylookthroughthe | Mr. GWIN. I will state it, then. It is the 
records, and you will not find it. Sir, the intent of || first section of the amendment offered by the Sen- 
the Constitution was, that the Government should '! ator from Massachusetts, which is to give us a 
be the carrier of the mail, and should require a | mail across the continent, by the Salt Lake route, 
tax only to pay for the carriage, nothing more. I | tri-weekly. 
say again in reference to these amendments, that || Mr. YULEE. That is not the question. 
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Mr. GWIN. If that is not the question, I wish 
the Senator would state it. I want the first sec- 
tion of the amendment read, because I intend to 
state the question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wirson 
in the chair.) The Secretary will read it. 


Mr. YULEE. As I understand it, the whole 


amendment proposed by the Senator for Massa- | 


chusetts is before the Senate as a substitute for 
mine. 

Mr. LATHAM. No; the first section. 

Mr. YULEE. He cannot divide it into sec- 
tions, It is an entirety. 

Mr. LATHAM. ‘The Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Have) called for a division. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state, for the information of the Senator, that the 
question is on the amendmeut as a whole that is 

wroposed to the amendment of the Senator from 
‘lorida. 

Mr. LATHAM. I understood that the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire demanded a separate 
vete upon the first section, and that the Chair sus- 
tained that call. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 


from New Hampshire asked for a division of the 
question; but the Chair is of opinion that it would 
not be in order to divide the amendment; that the 
amendment proposed is an entirety, and must be 
taken as one on a vote. 

Mr. LATHAM. The Chair is not now as it 
was; and therefore, of course, I yield. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
opinion of the person now occupying the chair. 
The Chair will ask the Senator from Alabama 


(Mr. Ferzparaicx] to take the chair, if there is || 


any division on that point. 

Mr. GWIN. Ido not object to the present 
view of the Chair; but that was the question be- 
fore the Senate when the Senator from Virginia 
and the Senator from South Carolina discussed 
the question. The Senator from New Hampshire 
asked for a division, to take a vote on the first 
secuon of the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Massachusetts; and I will state what that 
is. The first section of the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Massachusetts is this: that 


the Postmaster General shall contract with cer- | 


tain contractors on certain routes for carrying the 
mails from St. Joseph to Placervilie; for the trans- 
portation of letter mails tri-weekly, and semi- 
monthly for the printed matter; the tri-weekly 
mail within twenty days, and the printed matter, 
semi-monthly, within thirty days, for $600,000 


for the first year, and after the first year for | 
$800,000; the same mail matter to be transported | 


in the same time daily; and if those contractors 
do not agree to convey the entire mail for that 
sum, and no other contractors agree to convey it 
for that sum, then the Postmaster General can 
make a contract to have itdone onan ocean route 
for a sum not exceeding $400,000. 

Mr. MASON. Now, will the Senator allow 
me to ask him what is the objection to substitute 
for all that provision a simple command to the 
Postmaster General to send the mail to Calfornia 
by the most expeditious and cheapest route that 
he can find? What is the objection to that? 

Mr.GWIN. The objection to that is this: the 
most expeditious and best route is indicated, and 
there are contractors on that route, and if you 
take their contracts away from them, you will 
have to pay damages, We have heard enough 
about damages on those routes already. If they 
de not do it for the sum that is indicated—and it 
isa very low figure—then their contracts are taken 
away from them. If we cannot convey the letter 
mail and printed matter on these routes, then they 
are to be carried by the ocean service at a sum 
not exceeding $400,000. 

Now, Mr. President, I do not believe that any- 


| 
| 
| 
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$400,000; and if it will cost that much for those 
mails to the Pacific coast, is it not better to have 
tri-weekly service, and pay $600,000, when the 
whole mail matter will be transported within 
twenty days and printed matter within the same 
time, and the same service that is now done by 
ocean? That is the whole proposition now before 
the Senate. 

The second section of the amendment of the 
| Senator from Massachusetts is to give a mail 
across the continent, from Lake Superior to Puget 
Sound. Iam in favor of that, and I intend to sus- 
tain it as anew and important service. When 
the balance of this amendment comes before the 
| Senate, for this connection between New Orleans 

and El Paso, I shall have something to say on 
| that subject. 

At present I do not cheose to enter into that; 
but the question now is in regard to the transport- 
ation of the entire mail, the printed matter as well 
as the letters, across the central route, from St. 
Joseph to Placerville; or if it cannot be transport- 
ed there tri-weekly, and hereafter daily, for the 

| sum indicated in the amendment, then the Post- 
| master General is to contract for its transportation 
_ by the ocean service. Well now, sir, what are 
| the estimates of the Department to which the Sen- 
| ator from Virginia alludes? They are to give us 








|| the ocean service at a rate not exceeding $400,000 


/ayear. That is precisely what we offer in this 


| proposition. It is the amendment of the Senator 
'from Massachusetts to the proposition of the 


| chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 


j 





| 





| 
| 
| 


| Post Roads, the organ of the Post Office Depart- 
| ment, that we shall have two propositions—one 
| to carry the mail overland tri-weekly for $600,000 
| the first year, and afterwards daily for $800,000; 
and the other to carry it by steamers tri-monthly 
for $400,000. Certainly I infinitely prefer carry- 
| ing it overland at these rates, giving increased 
postal service, if it can be done in that way, 
rather than resorting to the ocean service, to which 


| Lam utterly opposed, and to which I will never 


agree, unless it is absolutely necessary to carry 
the printed matter that way. 

Now, Mr. President, a word as to what the 
| Senator from Virginia says about the time the ap- 
propriations to which reference has been made 
were voted. Sir, they commenced in the time of 
Jefferson, the great founder of the party to which 
the Senator professes to belong. He was the man 
who laid the foundation for these great improve- 
ments across the continent, making post routes 
through the unsettled portions of the country, 
against which the Senator now thunders his de- 
nuneiation, He says that it is a misfortune that 
California produces gold. That is our question, 
not his. If it be a misfortune, we are ready to 
abide by it. It might be a misfortune if we pro- 
duced tobacco, which destroyed our soil, as has 
been the case in some States of this Confederacy; 
but we can compare with Virginia and most of the 
States of this Confederacy in our exports and im- 
ports that pay the duties into the Treasury, and 
make that very revenue which is distributed 
throughout the Union in the appropriation bills 
passed by the two Houses of Congress. In the 
article of exports, we will compare with any State 
of the Confederacy, according to our population, 
the permanent wealth of the country, the exports 
that we send abroad to excliange for the products 
introduced into our country from which the rev- 
enue is derived to the Treasury with which to 
support the Government, It is true that, as a 
new country, with an extensive sea-coast, very 
far removed from the central Government, greatly 
unprotected, in fact entirely unprotected, ‘when 
the United States first took possession of it, there 
are large appropriations required to putus in the 
same condition with the other States of the Con- 
federacy. But, Mr. President, we are no petition- 





body has proposed here, or supposes, that those || ers for anything that thisGovernment can give us. 
mails can be carried semi-monthly or tri-monthly || We can take good care of ourselves; and it is 
by the ocean route at less than $400,000. It is coming very rapully to that, if you do not get 


true, the Senator from Georgia presented a projet, 
or letters here from certain parties, in which they 


along better than you are doing. Certainly, so 
far as the Treasury is concerned, no State expects 


stated that they would carry it for the postages || to ight over what is there, for there is nothing in 


and twenty-five cents a pound for the printed 
matter. 
tract as that, 


hy, sir, if ever you make such a con- | 


| 


it, and it has been so for a long time. 
Now, sir, all | want is, that you give us mails 


ou will have to pay more than’); at the cheapest rate to the Government, the most 
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whole mail across the continent within 

borders; and that is all | ask, with ful] 
| competition among the various routes. | Say the 
| great central route can transport the whole mai! 
| cheaper and better, and more rapidly, than they 

can be transported by ocean service; and they, 
fore, I am for it. i 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, it is becomine 
late; and it is very desirable to dispose of this bill 
| to-night. I shall endeavor to set the example of 
oe to business and to vote, consuming as 

ittle time as possible in further discussion, I pro- 
| pose, before we take the vote on the amendmen; 
| offered by the Senator from Massachusetts, 1, 

move some amendments for the purpose : 
| fecting his proposition. 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN, It is an amendment to 
| an amendment now. 
Mr. YULEE. But we can perfect it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpyr. 
rick inthe chair.) The Chair will state to the 
Senator from Florida that it is not in order to 
move an amendment, as there are an amez.dment 
and an amendment to that amendment, already 
pending. No amendment is in order until the 
pending amendment of the Senator from Massa. 
_ chusetts shall have been disposed of. 

Mr. GWIN. I suggest to the Senator from 
Florida that he had better withdraw his amend- 
ment, and let the Senator from Massachusetts 
| offer his amendment as an original amendment, 
| so that we can amend it. That is precisely what 
| the Senator from Florida wants, as I understand. 
If he cannot get the mails carried overland—and 
he is in favor of it, if it can be, but he thinks it 
cannot be done—then he is for doing it by ocean 
service. I wish to take the vote on the first sec- 
tion of the amendment of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Mr. YULEE. There is no part of the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts that | 
can vote for; and, if the question is pressed, | 
must vote against the whole; but there are some 
great objections to particular portions of this 
amendment; and I propose to amend them. 

Mr. WILSON. I would second the sugges- 
tion of the Senator from California as the easiest 
way to reach this matter. If you want to perfect 
the amendment I have moved, let the Senator 
from Florida withdraw his amendment, and allow 
mine to stand as an amendment to the original 
bill, and then you can perfect it at your pleasure, 
and vote down what you do not like. You can 
| move your amendment as an amendment to that 
afterwards. 


Mr. GWIN. 


our Own 
and free 


of per- 





I hope the Senator from Florida 
will withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. YULEE. Very well; to accomplish the 
purpose, I will withdraw my amendment tempo- 
rarily. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


It requires 
unanimous consent to allow the Senator from 
Florida to withdraw hisamendment. The Chair 
hears no objection. 

Mr. WILSON. I now offer my amendment 
as an amendment to the bill. 

Mr. BROWN. I object to these temporary 
| arrangements, for the accommodation of Senators. 
I hear application made on one side to the Sen- 
ator from Florida to withdraw his amendment, 
and that the Senator from Massachusetts with- 
draw his, and then the Senator from Florida says 


he withdraws his en: I want to get to 
some conclusion. 


I object to making these tem- 
porary arrangements around the Senate Chamber, 
and keeping everybody here for the accommoia- 
tion of two or three Senators. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Florida had unanimous consent to withdraw 
his amendment, and the question now is on the 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. YULEE, I withdrew my amendment for 
the purpose of enabling us to come to some con- 
clusion. Now I move to amend the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts. I move to 
strike out the third section of his amendment, 
which is in these words: 

And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster Gen«ral 


| be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed (6 cunt act 
with the contractors on route 8076, now engaged in the 





$400,000. Unless that restriction was put upon || ryd and cheap communication carried on by || ansportation of the mails between San Antonie. bas 


that. It is not pretended that these mails can be 
carried tci-moathly or semi-monthly, for less than 


it, | would never vote for such a proposition as | various routes, and giving a roe to those 


within our own boundaries. I have believed for 
years, and I now believe, we can transport the 


Paso, Texas, for the conveyance of the entire Unt- 
ted States mail semi-weekly, in ten days’ time, between 
| New Orleans, Louisiana, and El Paso, Texas, for a com 


'| pensation not exceeding $250,000 per annum, the contract 
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to continue for the same length of time as the service pro- 
vided for in the foregoing sections. 


And in lieu of that section, to insert: 


That the Postmaster General be authorized to contract 
for the performance of a semi-weekly service between 
Colt.mbia, Texas, and E] Paso, for a compensation not ex- 


ceeding $100,000. 

Mr. GWIN. I should like to have a vote on 
the first section of the amendment of the Senator 
from Massachusetts. E 

Mr. YULEE. We cannot vote by sections; 
the amendment is an entirety. We are paying 
now for a service from New Orlean to Galveston, 
and from Galveston by railroad to Columbus, 
and from Columbus to San Antonio, and from 
San Antonio to Camanche Spring, and from Ca- 
manche Spring to El Paso. We have service 
upon this whole route now in operation, not so 
frequently upon a part of it, more frequently upon 
other parts. 


| 


More than five hundred miles of | 


' 
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about the receipts from the postal service on the || three of them across the continent, and th 


other side of the mountains? 

Mr. YULEE. About three hundred thousand || 
dollars. } 

Mr. BROWN. Now, Mr. President, I take 
these figures as they are stated to me, as being |, 
somewhere near correct, though I think an accu- | 
rate investigation of the affair will show that they | 
are not correct; that they are reduced upon the | 
side of what we pay, and increased upon the side 
of what we get. But take them as gentlemen | 
say, we are paying $1,400,000 fora service which | 
returns us $300,000. If that occurred anywhere | 
else than in California and Oregon, there would | 
be a complaint. | represent one of the most pro- 
ductive States of this Union, which has begged, 
and has been begging in vain, for postal service. 


| It isall that my people get from this Government, 


what is now proposed to be put under contract | 


for $250,000 is already being served by existing 
contracts, With power on the part of the Govern- 
ment to put as much mail matter as they please 
upon them. 


Now, Mr. President, I know the fact, and I | 


state it to the Senate, and I state it upon author- 


ity, that the Department will be able, and has | 


now before it responsible offers to do the service 
from Columbus semi-weekly in coaches to Ca- 
manche Spring and El] Paso, taking all the mail 
matter for $100,000; and it will be done under 
such circumstances as will enable the Department 
to make reductions which will reduce the actual 
cost to the Government for putting on semi-week- 
ly-coach service, which will give a continuous 
connection from New Orleans to El Paso, at a 
cost that will not exceed $22,000. The amend- 
ment which I offer carries to the Department the 
power to do that; and the amount of the whole 


thing is, that for an actual outlay of $22,000, you | 


will accomplish the same purpose which is pro- 
posed in this section for $250,000. I state that 
distinctly to the Senate, that they may vote un- 
derstandingly, that there is an offer from respons- 
ible parties, which can be immediately accepted, 
todo that service for $100,000, over routes the 
reduction of which will reduce the actual cost to 
the Government to $22,000. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Who are the parties? 

Mr. YULEE. It is enough that I say they are 
responsible: they are parties who are now doing 
coach service, and are able to do it. 


Mr. BROWN. I ask¢he Senator from Florida, 


who is chairman of the Committee on the Post | 


Office and Post Roads, what the overland service 
to the Pacific slope costs us? 
Mr. YULEE. One million one hundred and 


eighty thousand dollars. 


Mr. BROWN. What will it cost if this meas- | 


ure be passed as reported by the committee? 

Mr. YULEE. The committee have not re- 
ported this amendment. 

Mr. BROWN. I understood that there was an 
amendment from the committee. 

Mr. YULEE. Do you mean my original amend- 
ment? 

Mr. BROWN. Your last proposition. 

Mr. YULEE. I moved to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Massachusetts, by strik- 
ing out one section and inserting a substitute. 

Mr. BROWN. What will be the cost of the 
mail service,as the Senator from Florida proposes 
to amend it? 





cost the Government too much money. 


all that they ask—that you give them mail facili- 
ties. I think that last year there was paid for 
postal service in Mississippi $172,000 over and | 
above what was the return to the Treasury. That | 
was made a ground of serious complaint. The | 
service was reduced; Post Office agents were dis- 


| 
| missed; letters and newspapers were not carried || 


to the people of my State, because it was said it 
Now, I | 
respectfully submit to my honored friend from 
California, whether the gould which his State pro- | 


| duces any more entitles her to an extra expend- | 


| what they return; but when you come to ask me 


iture of $1,000,000 to furnish mail facilities than | 
the cotton which my State produces entitles her | 
people to at least $170,000. 

This thing, Mr. President, is being carried to 
excess. I am perfectly willing to pay something; | 
I am perfectly willing to pay liberally for carry- | 
ing the mails to California; to pay greatly over | 


| to pay out of the Treasury millions of dollars to | 





carry the mail by three or four different routes 
across the continent, and by one or two ocean 
routes, by what add on enormous bills, amount- 


ing to about one seventh of the whole Post || 


Office service, I think itis carrying the thing a | 
little too far. Upon my word Ido. 1 have not | 


modified this opinion at all by being constantly || 


told, as I have been, that California turns her | 
$40,000,000 of gold mto the commerce of the | 
world, into the general channels of trade. My 

State turns in her $40,000,000 in cotton, which | 
brings the gold; and it matters nothing to the com- | 
mercial world whether you get $40,000,000 in | 
actual gold, or agricultural products which pro- 
duce $40,000,000 of gold. The difference be- 
tween my friend’s constituents and mine is this: 
we make $40,000,000 a year in cotton; and our | 


laborers supportthemselves while they are making || 


cotton; the Senator’s constituents dig $40,000,000 | 
of gold, and they eat up halfof it in other }eople’s 
productions while they are doing it; so that I 
think the productions of my State are worth more | 
to the commerce of the world than the boasted | 
productions of California. I do not care, how- | 
ever, to compare notes of this sort; but I cannot | 
stand by when the Department and Congress deal | 


constantly as they do with my State, with a | 
itt 


people, in regard to postal service, and see mi 


| lions of money expended for carrying mails to | 


| California. 


I'am willing to give you overland | 


| service, willing to give you ocean service, if you | 


| will take the thing in moderation; but it seems | 
| 
| 


|| we have got to carry the mail across the conti- 
| nent at three points, starting first at St. Louis, | 


Mr. YULEE. The proposition I make, is to || 


leave the whole matter to the Department—sim- 
ply to employ, if they choose to employ, ocean 
service ata cost not exceeding $400,000, the pres- 
ent cost of which is $351,000. 

Mr. LATHAM. I think I can answer the 
question of the Senator from Mississippi. The 
present service amounts to $1,162,276. 

Mr. BROWN. Is that the overland service ? 

Mr.LATHAM. The overland and ocean ser- 
vice included. The amendment, as proposed by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, will make the 
total cost of the entire service $1,450,000, —— 
a difference between what is contemplated, an 
what the present cost is, of $277,724. 

Mr. BROWN. Then, if ! understand it, if this 


amendment passes we shall pay for overland and | tainly I would be as liberal to California and Ore- | 


ocean mail service to Califorma about $1,400,000 
ayear. Now,I would ask the chairman of the 


| 
| 


| more for what the Senator from New Hampshire || 
describes as the ox-bow, furnishing no service || 
| for anybody on earth. 


and running down half way across the country | 
longitudinally to El Paso, costing us $500,000 | 





If that is to be done, I | 
tell Senators I will vote against the whole; it costs | 
| 


| toomuch. There isa job in this thing, sir. There 


is —_ in that Butterfield route from St. Louis to |) 
| El 


aso. The whole thing isa job. Itdoes not | 
amount to the paper that lies upon that desk. It | 


does nobody any service except a few people in |, 
| 


the northern part of Arkansas and Texas, who | 
sell corn ok other provisions to the mail con- | 
tractors. They get their money, but they carry | 
no mail that does anybody any service. 

I want, Mr. President, to deal fairly, liberally, | 


justly, with every part of the country, and cer- 


gon as I would to any other section of the Union; 
but when gentlemen come here constantly with 


|| than is mentioned in my amendment, I am for it. 


| . 
| thority. 





: : en con- 
necting one with another, and then sending the 


mail around by the ocean, multiplying the ex- 
penditure by millions of dollars, 1 get tired; I get 
sick of it. In my opinion, one, or at most two, 
overland routes are all that the necessities of the 
country can by any possibility require. That is 
all, at least, that the present state of the Treasury 
justifies you in voting. I am willing to go for a 
route from New Orleans, which is the great center 
of southern commerce, across the contunent to San 
Francisco. ‘Then | am willing to allow northern 
gentlemen to establish a northern route, and they 
may take it from St. Louis or St. Paul; but one 
or the other must be selected. As to keeping up 
all these routes, there is no necessity for it. If the 
mail cannot be sufficiently carried on the two 
routes, Lam willing then to give ocean service; 
but I cannot vote for all this. 

Mr. YULEE. If the Senator from Mississippi 
had been present at an earlier period, he veel 
have known that the Post Office Committee do 
not propose any routes, but propose simply to 
leave the matter to the Postmaster General; and to 
enable him to do the necessary service upon the 
best terms he can, to untie his hands from legis- 
lation that has restricted him. But, Mr. President, 


|| when we come to renew the proposition of the 


amendment offered at the instance of the Post 
| Office Department, in substitution for that which 
| the Senator from Massachusetts has offered, we 
shall then have the general subject opened again. 
For the present, | hope that Senators will find it 
convenient to confine themselves to the particular 
amendment under consideration. The one which 
| Loffer now is to reform that portion of the amend- 


| 


|, ment of the Senator from Massachusetts which 


proposes to give $250,000 for a service which can 
| be performed in the same manner, under offers 
| now made to the Department for $22,000, being the 

difference between $250,000 and $22,000. Now, 
| | hope we shall have a vote. 

Mr. MASON. The title of this bill is ‘* An 
act establishing certain post routes.’’? I think it 
| isan annual bill; certainly one which we have at 
each Congress, that presupposes that the funds 
of the Post Office Department are adequate to the 
, establishment of new post routes. ters one 
knows that is not the fact now; and waiting for 
better times, | move that the bill be postponed 
until the first Monday in December next. 

Mr. HAMMOND. If the Senate will take a 
| vote upon that, I shall withhold a motion which 
| fam about to make; but I think, with constitu- 
| tional people, of whom I am one, it is very near 
| bed time; and, therefore, 1 feel very much like 
moving an adjournment. [** No!’’ * No!” 
| Mr. YULEE, I hope the Senator will not 
make that motion, but allow us to pass the bill. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I withhold the motion for 
the present, with the simple condition that we take 
the vote on the postponement, with the under- 
| standing that it is to be renewed. 
| Mr. MASON. If the Senate will allow me, I 

will change my motion. I move to lay the bill 
| upon the table; and upon that motion I ask for the 
| yeas and nays. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 12, nays 29; as follows: 
YEAS—Messts. Bragg,Chesnut, Clark, Crittenden, Ham- 


mond, Hunter, King, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, ‘Toombs, 
and Wade—12. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Anthony. Bigler, Brown, Chandler, Da- 

| vis, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot,Green, 

Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Hemphill, Johnson of Ten- 

nessee, Lane, Latham, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Simmons, Sum- 

ner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wilkinson, Wilson, and Y ulee— 
9 


| 
| 
j 
' 
} 


| 
| 
| 


| 


‘So the Senate refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hate in 
the chair.) The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Florida. 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to say a single word 
in regard to the amendment moved by the Senator 
from Florida. I know no contractors. I care not 
| for the interest of any contractors in this matter; 
, and if the statement made by the Senator be cor- 
_ rect—and I suppose, from his position, it is—that 

this service can i performed for a smaller amount 


Mr. YULEE. I state it distinctly, upon au- 


Mr. WILSON. 


If that statement be correct, 


Post Office Committee if he can tell me what are || these applications for establishing routes, two or | I am for the Senator’s amendment. I took my 
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amendment from the bill which you, sir, had the 
honor of introducing. I understood that it was 
important to sustain the line referred to by the 
Senator from Florida; but I am very giad to learn 
that all that is sought to be accomplished can be 
accomplished at a cheaper rate. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. 1! would inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Florida, what is the number of miles 
on which he stated there was now service on this 
route? 

Mr. YULEE. I have a memorandum of it, 
and I think it is about five or six hundred miles. 
I will state to the Senator the links, and he can tell 
himself. In the first place, there is a service from 
New Orleans to Galveston by steamer. There is 
then service daily by railroad from Galveston to 
Columbus. ‘There 1s service twice weckly from 
Columbus by stages to San Antonio, and there is 
service weekly, I think, from San Antonio to 
Camanche Spring; and then, there is the twice-a- 
week service of the overland company from Ca- 
manche Spring to El Paso. 
that route, therefore, for which it is proposed to 
pay $250,000, which requires to be raised, is the 


part between San Antonio and Camanche Spring, 


which only requires to be raised from weekly to 
twice weekly to accomplish the purpose here; and 


w 


yet it is proposed to give $250,000; and I state | 
the same service can be done ina manner that | 


will cost the Government only $22,000. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. 
route No. 8076 is at San Antonio. Originally, 
the line was from there to San Diego; but it is 


frequently spoken of as a service from New Or- | 
leans to San Diego, for the reason that the service | 


on the route from New Orleans to San Antonio 


by the established lines being comparatively slow, | 


(that is, not express service,) it has become in- 
cumbent, on the contractors for route No. 8076 to 
express from San Antonio to New Orleans, and 
in this way, by transporting the mail with great 
celerity on route No. 8076 trom El Paso to San 


Antonto, and thence by special express to New | 
Orleans, the whole service is frequently spoken of 


as being from New Orleans to El Paso; and, so far 
as speed and certainty are concerned, it becomes 


of equivalent value to the great overland route | 


between St. Louis and El Paso. That is, a letter 


will reach El! Paso as speedily by New Orleans | 
as by St. Louis; and so letters from San Fran- | 


cisco will reach New Orleans as soon as St. Louis. 
This express has been started and is kept up at 


the sole expense of the contractors on route No. || 


8076. They have done everything in their power 
to preve the facilities of the great southern line. 
They have caused the mails to be transported be- 
tween New Orleans and El! Paso in cake or nine 
days, when the schedule time is about nineteen. 


They have shown that the mail could be carried | 
as speedily between El Paso and New Orleans, | 
as between El Paso and St. Louis; but this will | 


avail nothing to the southern line, or the interests 
connected with it, as long as the service is but 
weekly or semi-montlily, and the service on the 
northern line to St. Louis is semi-weekly. The 


tide of intercourse and commerce must, under such | 


circumstances, tend rapidly to the North instead 
of toourowncoastand to New Orleans, its natural 
point of attraction. 

The Senator from Florida says there are two 
hundred and seventy miles of this service now 
performed from Camanche Spring to El Paso by 


the Butterfield route, Up to the Ist of May, this | 


route No. 8076 continued from San Antonio to El 
Paso, carrying the entire mail of the United States 
—both letters and papers. On the Ist of May, 
the Butterfield route was drawn back from its 
point of junction with this route some two hun- 
dred and seventy miles, and made to form that 
junction at Camanche Spring. ‘That being the 
case now—from Daimnache Spring two hundred 


and seventy miles—from the western settlements | 


of the State of Texas we have no mail convey- 
ance for any printed matter whatever, as the But- 
terfied route carries nothing but letters. 

Mr. GWIN. Permit me to state to the Sena- 
tor that the Butterfield contractors have made a 
contract with the Post Office Department to carr 
the whole mail, printed matter included, semi- 
weekly, for $18,000 a year, from Camanche Spring 
to Et Paso. > 

Mr. HEMPHILL. When was that done? 

Mr. GWIN. Atthe time the other service was 
discontinued. 





The only part of 


The eastern terminus of 
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Mr. HEMPHILL. It wasstated here the other 
| day that the Butterfield route carried the printed 
| mail matter from Ej Paso to Fort Yuma. The 
route No. 8076, from El Paso to San Diego, as it 
was at first, was cut off by Postmaster General 
Brown from El Paso to Fort Yuma, more than 
six hundred miles, and the Butterfield route was 
put over it; and it was stated the other day that 
the Butterfield line carried the newspapers over 
that portion of the reute in addition to the letters, 
which theircontract required them tocarry. Now, 
I have letters which state that it does not earry 
newspapers, and that the people from El Paso to 
Fort Yuma never get a newspaper unless they 
| pay letter postage. On that point I have a letter 
from Licutenant Mowry, which I will read: 
Wasurncton, BD. C., June 8, 1860. 
Sir: In reply to your inquiry in reference to the carriage 
of newspapers through Arizona by the overland mail, t beg 
to say, that I have had numerous complaints from different 
| portions of Arizona, to the effect that the great overiand 
mail refused to take the newspapers arriving at El Paso by 
the San Antonio and San Diego mail, and directed tu towns 
in Arizona. The only newspapers forwarded from St. 





Louis, except those paying letter postage, are expressly | 
forwarded by the agent of the line, and they are, L believe, 


sent only to the Arizonian newspaper. 1 have always un- 


derstood that When the great overland mail took the place | 
of the San Antonio and San Diego line, between El Paso | 


and Fort Yuma, it was with the express understanding that 
the newspaper mail should be carried by them. 


Camanche, the terminus of the Sau Antonio line, as my 
correspondents inform me they are never taken by the great 
overland mail. This should be remedied in some way, and 
I trust will be. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
SYLVESTER MOWRY. 
llon. Joun Hempnitt, United States Senate. 

P. S.—This matter has been brought to the notice of the 
Postinaster General by Mr. Otero and myself, as well as by 
the Postmaster at El Paso, as | am informed. 

Mr. YULEE. 
west of El Paso. 
of it. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I speak of the fact that 
the overland mail company, unless they have a 
special contract, (which I am happy to hear has 
been made, although I have not heard of it before, 
and as it concerns the State of Texas, [ should 
think some communication might have been made 
to the delegation on the subject,) do not carry 
newspapers atall. If they carry the letter mail, 


You are speaking of the route 


as I suppose they now do, that takes off two hun- | 
|| dred and seventy miles of this route. 


j There isa 
small portion of the route, from San Antonio to- 
wards Camanche Springs, over which there is 
another mail which 1s not mentioned by the hon- 
orable Senator from Florida; but that does not 
earry any of the through mails. ‘That mail is 
from San Antonio to Fort Clark; and I have seen 
an advertisement for a contract, weekly, from 
Fort Clark to Camanche Springs. 1s that the 
route the Senator speaks of? 1 should like to 
inquire of the Senator, who are these gentlemen 
that propose to carry this mail for $22,000? 

Mr. YULEE. 
men proposed to carry it for $22,000. 


I said it 


the Government to $22,000. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. 
If they have a $100,000 contract, I cannot see how 
the Government only pays $22,000. 


reduce it to $22,000. 


be discontinued? 
Mr. YULEE. The service discontinued would 
be $53,000 for ore line to San Antonio, about six 


and Columbus, and $18,000 between Camanche 
Springs and El Paso; all of which, being calcu- 


ernment about twenty-two thousand dollars for 
what it is proposed now to allow $250,000, and 
get the same service. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I prefer to see some dis- 
tinct proposition from some responsible person 
or persons who are not behind the throne or be- 
hind the bush. I wantto see who they are, and 
know whether they can be relied upon. 1 think 
the Butterfield company have enough to do to 
| keep up their own route from St. Louis and Mem- 

his. 

Mr. YULEE. I do not think it necessary to 
say from whom the offer comes. It is sufficient 


Tamun- | 
able to send newspapers further than El Paso, or rather | 


This relates to the route cast || 


I did not say that any gentle- | 
was proposed to be carried for $100,000 in a man- | 
ner that would enable the Department to make | 
reductions which would reduce the actual cost to || 


| cannot understand that. 
Mr. YULEE. The service discontinued would | 
Mr. HEMPHILL. How much service would | 
or eight thousand dollars between San Antonio | 


lated together, would leave the cost to the Gov- | 
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| to say that responsible and satisfactory partie 
| make the offer. . 

Mr. HEMPHILL. [think their contract },.. 
been understood heretofore to require them rm 
start from Memphis and St. Louis, and I do yo. 
see how they can come voluntarily down to tals, 
possession of this route and take it away froy, 
| contractors against whom there is no complaiy,; 

and who perform the service well, : 
aon YULEE. I have not said who made th, 
offer. 

Mr. HAMMOND. It seems to me, Mr. Pros. 
ident, that the whole matter before the Senay, is 

proper for discussion in committees and jy, 1), 
Department; we might discuss it here for a y, oe 
| without ever coming to any understanding.” A; 
‘all events, I think it would be well to sleep 01 
it; and I therefore move that the Senate adjourn, 

Mr?PEARCE., Lask the Senator to withdray 
the motion for a moment. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I will withdraw it fora mo. 
| ment if I do not lose the floor. 

Mr. PEARCE. I move to postpone the furtho, 
consideration of this bill for the present, to enaly|p 
| me to ask the Senate to take up the deficiency ))jj) 
for the Post Office. The House has returned jt ty 
the Senate with an amendment to our first amend. 
iment. I desire to act upon that, and to ask for g 
commitice of conference. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to—ayes 
twenty-six, noes not counted. : 


| POST OFFICE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


| Mr. PEARCE. Now I move to take up the 
| deficiency Post Office bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
|} sumed the consideration of the amendment of th 
1 House to the amendments of the Senate to the bil 
(H. R. No. 503) making further appropriations 
for the support of the Post Office Department 
|| during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1860, 

| Mr. PEARCE. I now ask that the Senate dis- 
/agree to the House amendment to the Senate's 
first amendment, which was read in the Senate 
this morning, and further insist upon the Senate’s 
third amendment, and ask for a conference on th 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I desire to say a word on 
this question. The amendment, as now pre- 
sented from the House, has but two changes init 
from the original House bill. One change is to 
restore all the routes, they formerly having left 
| out the routes in ten States. The other change 
is to name * the Isabel line’’ instead of “the 
steamer Isabel,’’ in comsequence of the fact that 
two trips have been made by other steamers in 
that line. With the exception of these two amend- 
ments, the proposition now offered frem the House 
| is the precise amendment we voted on the other 
i day. 

Mr. PUGH. When the bill was called up this 
morning, the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Cot- 
LAMER] moved that the Senate agree to the House 
amendment, and that motion is pending. Let us 
vote on that. If we do not agree, then the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Maryland follows, of 
course. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I hope the Chair will state 
the question precisely, so that we may know 
whether to vote yea or nay. ‘I'he motion made 
| by the Senator from Maryland was to disagree to 
the House amendment, and the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Vermont was to agree. Now, which 
is the motion to be voted upon? 

Mr. PUGH. The motion to agree, I think, 
| has precedence. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Hate.) 
The motion to agree has precedence, because that 
| disposes of the question without any conference. 
~The chair was not occupied by the individual 
who now has it, this morning, and he must de- 
pend for his information on what is said by the 
| Senator from Ohio. If that be so, the motion of 
| the Senator from Vermont is first in order, that 
the Senate agree to the amendment of the House. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Then those who are dis- 

osed to agree in the House bill as it now stands, 
will vote * yea.” 

Mr. BRAGG called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 
he Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 
| Mr. DURKEE, (when his name was called.) 
I am paired off with the Senator from Louisiana, 
(Mr. JAMIN. } 
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